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CONSULTANT TEAM 
 

Landscape Architecture :: Design Workshop 
 
Civil Engineering :: Binkley & Barfield 
 
Architecture :: McKinney/York Architecture 
 
Equestrian Facilities Design :: Lynn Long Planning and Design 
 
 
 
 
 



Comprehensive Thinking  

Collaborative Spirit  

Transparent Decision Making  

Performance-Based Design  

LEGACY DESIGN 
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PROCESS 
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PAST 
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Presentation Notes
ORIGINAL MASTER PLAN - > BUDGET ALLOCATION - > SCHEMATIC DESIGN SERVICES AND CURRENT EFFORTS
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FUTURE 
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The Site 
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Site Character 
 San Gabriel River 

1000 Acres 

Historic Ranchland 

River Access 

11miles of trails 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

LEGEND 
Local Roads 

San Gabriel River 

Site Boundary 

Trails 
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Site Character 
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LAND SUITABILITY ANALYSIS 



SUITABILITY MAPPING 
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VEGETATION 

FLOODPLAIN 

SLOPE 

BOUNDARIES 

HYDROLOGY 

ASPECT 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Explanation of sausagemaking.  
Your handout contains this page in full detail
The composite analysis analyzed vegetation (lidar data)
Floodplain information
Slopes
Borders
Hydrology & drainages
Aspect and 
Viewshed

to create a composite analysis. The chart at right indicates suitability levels, with 3 = most suitable, 2, suitable, 1 less suitable, and 0 = off limits



SUITABILITY MAPPING 
 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK   

VEGETATION 
FLOODPLAIN 

SLOPE 
BOUNDARIES 
HYDROLOGY 

ASPECT 

legend 

suitable 

unsuitable 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Explanation of sausagemaking.  
Your handout contains this page in full detail
The composite analysis analyzed vegetation (lidar data)
Floodplain information
Slopes
Borders
Hydrology & drainages
Aspect and 
Viewshed

to create a composite analysis. The chart at right indicates suitability levels, with 3 = most suitable, 2, suitable, 1 less suitable, and 0 = off limits



SUITABILITY MAPPING – improved camping suitability 
 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example – improved campsites.  Illustrates borders, floodplain, and high slopes off limits, accentuates areas of good tree canopy and low slopes. 
See example in your 11x17 handouts. 



PARK DEVELOPMENT INTENSITY 
 

LOW INTENSITY 
PARK DEVELOPMENT 

HIGH INTENSITY 
PARK DEVELOPMENT 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

Vision:  

Create a park destination that serves a wide variety of users, 
demographics and communities, and connects these people to the 
natural and scenic qualities of the site.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NONE ARE WRONG. 
But what is best? 
Finding a balance for the specific landscape. 

Fewer human experiences & More nature, OR..
More human experiences -  less nature. 

What is the appropriate balance for River Ranch County Park? 



• 2800 Acre Park 
• 11 miles of trail 
• 2 miles of roadway 
• 30 Improved Campsites 
• 40 Primitive Campsites 
• 4% of park developed 

(roads/utilities/architecture) 
 
 

        
       

     

LOST MAPLES STATE NATURAL AREA – low intensity comparison 
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• 5000 acre park 
• 35 miles of trail 
• 10 miles of roadway 
• 90 Improved Campsites 
• 20 Primitive Campsites 
• 7% of park developed 

(roads/utilities/architecture) 
 
 

        
       

     

PEDERNALES STATE PARK – moderate intensity comparison 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  



BASTROP STATE PARK – moderate intensity comparison 

• 3800 acre park 
• 6.2 miles of trail 
• 7.6 miles of roadway 
• 78 Improved Campsites 
• 0 Primitive Campsites 
• 6% of park developed 

(roads/utilities/architecture) 
• Pool, heated bathrooms, cabins 
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INKS LAKE STATE PARK – high intensity comparison 

• 1200 acre park 
• 5 miles of trail 
• 10 miles of roadway 
• 342 Improved Campsites 
• 72 Primitive Campsites 
• 8% of park developed 

(roads/utilities/architecture) 
• Climate controlled cabins 
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 



VISION 

Create a park destination that serves a wide variety of users, 
demographics and communities, and connects these people to 
the natural and scenic qualities of the site.  
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

75% 

25% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

STRONGLY AGREE 



ENVIRONMENT 

Env1. Implement a park which benefits the natural 
environment by minimizing disturbance of sensitive 
landscapes. 
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

78% 

22% 

0% 

0% 

0% 



ENVIRONMENT 

Env2. Identify and prioritize natural landscape sensitivity 
throughout the site. 
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

76% 

24% 

0% 

0% 

0% 



ECONOMICS 

Ecn1. Develop a park with multiple revenue streams which 
add value to the community and become treasured assets. 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

38% 

62% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Equestrian competitions
Equestrian day use
Equestrian camping
Improved camping
Day use access fee
River access fee
Cabin rental
Clubhouse rental
Heritage center rental
Group camping rental
Pavilion rental



ECONOMICS 

Ecn2. Creatively reuse materials found on site to reduce 
construction costs. 
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

69% 

19% 

12% 

0% 

0% 



COMMUNITY 

C1. Create a community destination and amenity centered 
around the restorative and educational powers of the natural 
environment.  
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

69% 

25% 

6% 

0% 

0% 



ART 

A1. Maximize use of site specific and regional materials in 
site design. 
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IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

75% 

25% 

0% 

0% 

0% 



ART 

A2. Provide spaces that engage all the senses and connect 
users to the natural environment.  

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

IS THIS AN APPROPRIATE VISION FOR THE PARK? 
 

STRONGLY AGREE 

SOMEWHAT AGREE 

NEUTRAL 

SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 

STRONGLY DISAGREE 

94% 

6% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NEXT SLIDE IS USE DENSITY DIAGRAM



VISUAL PREFERENCE SURVEY 

MATERIALS 
 

STRUCTURES 
 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

SIGNAGE 
 

SITE ELEMENTS 
 

EQUESTRIAN 
 

CHILDRENS PLAY 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DO NOT PROCEED FROM THIS SLIDE.  DOT VOTING EXERCISE, THEN PROGRESS to SlIDE FOR SUITABILITY MAPPING + CHIP GAME

Alogn with the intensity scale exercise, we’d like to get your feedback on details of the park’s future character. 

STICKY DOT EXERCISES
(To correlate with Programmatic/Aesthetic Elements on wall)
PROGRAMMATIC
Day Use Facilities
Children’s Play Area
Improved Camping
Primitive Camping
Trails
etc…
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VISUAL PREFERENCE SURVEY 
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CHIP GAME 

RIVER RANCH COUNTY PARK  

The Chip Game is a collaborative 
mapping exercise. Teammates are 
encouraged to share ideas with 
each other about where  
improvements should be located as 
well as what types of park facilities 
and landscape treatment are 
appropriate.   



CHIP GAME 
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DESIGN PROCESS AND SYNTHESIS 



DESIGN CHARRETTE 
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MASTER PLAN 





1. DAY USE AND HERITAGE CENTER 

MASTER PLAN 



1. DAY USE AND HERITAGE CENTER 

MASTER PLAN 



2. EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES 

MASTER PLAN 



3. PAVILIONS AND CLUBHOUSE 

MASTER PLAN 



3. PAVILIONS AND CLUBHOUSE 

MASTER PLAN 



3. PAVILIONS AND CLUBHOUSE 

MASTER PLAN 



4. IMPROVED CAMPING 

MASTER PLAN 



5. PRIMITIVE CAMPING 

MASTER PLAN 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Distance from overflow to close-in primitive parking: .22 miles
Distance from overflow to pond: 1.32 miles
Distance from overflow to windmill: .57 miles
Distance from overflow to upper bluff: .72 miles
Distance from overflow to lower bluff: 1.21 miles


Heritage Parking, close in: 45 spaces
Heritage Parking, middle: 85 spaces
Overflow: 60 spaces, plus ~1200 sq. ft of flex space
Day use parking: 20 spaces
River access: 20 parkig spaces
Group camping: 60 parking spaces
Group camping, trail access: 15 spaces
Gate house: 12 parking spaces
Improved camping, bathrooms; 10 spaces
Equestrian: ???; complicated to calculate
Cabins: 56 parking spaces
Clbhouse: 30 parking spaces
Cabins, trail access: 10
TOTAL: 403 parking spaces





PRESERVED TRAILS 

MASTER PLAN 



VEHICULAR CIRCULATION 

MASTER PLAN 



HIKING TRAILS 

MASTER PLAN 



EQUESTRIAN TRAILS 

MASTER PLAN 



TRAILS OVERLAY 

MASTER PLAN 



NEXT STEPS 

SCHEDULE 

SHORT TERM 

 

 



NEXT STEPS 

SCHEDULE 

 

 

LONG TERM 

 

 



THANK YOU 
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