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Apparent Funding Award
for Expanded Access to
Mental Health Care
through

Texas Health and Human
Services Commission

Williamson County
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Three Projects Driven by the Williamson County
Community Needs Assessments

Increased Intensity

Crisis Residential Unit at San Gabriel Crisis Center -
Georgetown

Unmet Need

Eastern Williamson County (EWC) Wellness Center
- Taylor
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Expanded
Access

Apparent Award for
Expanded Access to
Mental Health Care

Extended
Observation
Unit (EOU)
in
Partnership

Williamson County with GBHI

Level of Intensity: High — Emergency Care
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House Bill 13 Unmet
Need
Apparent Award for Eactern

Expanded Access to
Mental Health Care

Williamson
County
(EWC)
Wellness
Center

Williamson County

Level of Intensity of Care: Low - Qutpatient
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Since the last Williamson County Behavioral Health Task Force Meeting:

Naloxone Award. The opportunity to apply for free Evzio (Naloxone) auto-injections was made
available to BTCS in partnership with the University of Texas School of Social Work. BTCS was
awarded funding to obtain 40 doses of Naloxone. Naloxone is an opioid antagonist developed
for the emergency treatment of opioid overdose. When administered, Naloxone is a life-saving
drug immediately reversing opioid overdoses by blocking the opioid from receptors in the brain.
BTCS was awarded its requested doses in mid-December and has developed the protocol for
providing these to caregivers of family members who are at high risk of opioid overdose. Today,
we are working to expand and sustain this opportunity in our communities.

Respite

House Bill 13. During 2017, Senator Charles Schwertner spoke with the Task Force about the
competitive funding opportunity legislated during the 85t Texas Legislative Session. BTCS
partnered with counties, cities and local partners in developing an application to expand mental
health care in our communities. On January 22, 2018, we were notified that our application was
selected to receive funding—whereby BTCS will be in contract negotiations with the Texas Health
and Human Services Commission (HHSC). We are grateful for the matching funds through
Williamson County and the valued partners ensuring the success of our application including,
but not limited to, Georgetown Behavioral Health Institute, Williamson County and Cities Health
District, Georgetown Health Foundation, Williamson County Sheriff’s Office, City of Georgetown
and 19 valued partners developing the wellness center in Eastern Williamson County.

Expansion of Access to Psychiatric Beds. Additional welcomed news was received from HHSC
on January 22, 2018. Through a competitive bid process, BTCS was selected to receive funding
allowing for the purchase of psychiatric hospital bed days for children and adults. We are in the
process of contract negotiations with HHSC. The application requested access to 2 local hospital
beds for 365 days each year to serve children and adults experiencing a psychiatric crisis.

BTCS will continue learn from our partners discerning needs in our communities—and will
continue to apprise the Task Force during future meetings.
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