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INTENSIVE ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER  

SMITH BRANCH FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Williamson County is proposing to construct improvements for flood control along Smith Branch Creek, 
approximately 0.5 mile southeast of Georgetown near the County Juvenile Detention Center north of 
Southeast Inner Loop. The proposed project would be approximately 85.49 acres in size, encompassing 
approximately 19.76 acres of easement across privately-owned land and approximately 65.73 acres of 
County and City-owned land. Figures 1 and 2 (Appendix A) provide the project location on a county base 
map and topographic base map. The preliminary project plans are provided in Appendix B.  

Definition of the Area of Potential Effects 

The project’s horizontal area of potential effects (APE) for archeological resources corresponds with the 
project footprint and would be approximately 85.49 total acres. The vertical APE for the project would be 
the maximum depth of impacts, which is assumed to be no more than 3 feet deep except for a small area (< 
5 acres) in the western portion of the APE (> 25 feet beyond the assumed cemetery boundary) that will be 
5 to 8 feet deep.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A background review of data extracted from area topographic, soils, and geology maps was conducted. 
Also, previous archeological surveys and locations of recorded archeological sites within 1 mile of the 
project APE were reviewed by consulting the Texas Historical Commission’s (THC’s) restricted-access 
Online Archeological Sites Atlas (Atlas). In addition to identifying recorded archeological sites, the review 
included the following types of information on the Atlas: National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
properties, State Antiquities Landmarks (SALs), Official Texas Historical Markers (OTHMs), Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmarks (RTHLs), and cemeteries. A combination of 1928, 1945, and 1967 U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographical quadrangle maps and 1953, 1971, 1976, and 1981 
aerial photographs of the APE were consulted to identify historical structures, which may or may not be 
extant, that may represent high probability areas for the presence of historic archeological sites (otherwise 
known as an Historic High Probability Area or HHPA) (Nationwide Environmental Title Research [NETR] 
2019; USGS 2019a). The results of the comprehensive review are presented below. 
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Topography 

The APE is located within the Blackland Prairie physiographic region (Bureau of Economic Geology 
[BEG] 1996). This area is dominated by low rolling terrain that ranges in elevation from 450 to 100 feet 
above mean sea level (BEG 1996). The area surrounding the APE is a mix of residential, undeveloped 
rangeland and pasture, and small amounts of commercial and residential uses. The APE crosses the 
floodplain and terraces above Smith Branch Creek, which would be a high probability area (HPA) for the 
presence of prehistoric archeological sites. 

Geology 

The Blackland Prairie is part of the Gulf Coastal Plain geomorphic province. The geologic structure of 
deposits within the Blackland Prairie is characterized by beds tilted south and east comprised of chalks and 
marls (BEG 1996). The APE crosses two geologic units. Near the northeastern corner, the APE crosses 
Holocene terrace deposits, and the remainder of the APE is characterized by Late Cretaceous-aged Del Rio 
Clay and Georgetown Limestone (BEG 1981). Holocene terrace deposits are composed of sand, silt, clay, 
and gravel, and has potential to harbor preserved archeological deposits (USGS 2019b). However, Del Rio 
Clay and Georgetown Limestone, predate the generally accepted timeframe for human occupation of North 
America, and thus appear too old to harbor preserved archeological deposits. 

Soils 

The APE crosses three soil associations: Heiden clay (1 to 3 percent slopes), Houston Black clay (1 to 3 
percent slopes), Tinn clay (0 to 1 percent slopes), and Castephen silty clay (1 to 3 percent slopes) (Web Soil 
Survey 2019). Heiden, Houston Black, and Castephen soils are generally dense clayey upland soils that 
developed in situ from chalks and marls and have some potential to contain near surface archaeological 
deposits, but little to no potential to contain intact buried archeological deposits. Tinn clay occurs on 
floodplains and is composed of presumably Holocene-era alluvium that have some potential to contain both 
intact buried archeological deposits.  

Discussion of Previous Work and Sites 

According to the Atlas, a portion of the APE has been previously surveyed for archeological resources 
during one investigation, and nine additional surveys have been conducted within a 1-mile radius 
(Figures 3 and 4 in Appendix A, Table 1).  

No recorded archeological sites cross the APE, although  additional archeological sites are located 
within a 1-mile radius of the APE (see Figures 3 and 4, Table 2).  

One cemetery, the Williamson County Poor Farm or Pauper Cemetery, is within the APE and two more are 
within a 1-mile radius (see Figures 3 and 4, Table 2). According to research, the Poor Farm was created 
by order of the Williamson County Commissioners’ Court in December 1882 (Williamson County Clerk’s 
Office 1882), and in January of 1883 the County purchased 178 acres from private owners for this purpose 
(Williamson County Sun October 4, 1883:2; Williamson County Clerk’s Office 1883). Ultimately, the farm 
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consisted of a total 265 acres with 100 acres in cash crop cultivation and the remainder reserved for livestock 
pasture, the superintendent’s house, a two-story dormitory, an unknown number of 2-person cottages, a 
charity hospital, an asylum, a calaboose/prison, a guardhouse, a barn, and a cemetery (Lewis Publishing 
Co. 1893; Williamson County Sun June 12, 1884:3). Approximately 0.25 miles south southwest of the Poor 
Farm building complex, the associated cemetery served as the County’s primary burial ground for paupers, 
orphans, convicts, and inmates of the poor farm from approximately 1883 through at least 1941. Historic-
era boundaries of the Poor Farm and cemetery are depicted in Figures 5 and 6. These boundaries were 
defined based on metes and bounds and surveyor’s maps featured in Williamson County deed records 
(Williamson County Clerk’s Office 1911, 1995) (see records in Appendix C), USGS aerial photo research 
(see Appendix D), as well as on-site identification by local informant, Jerry Jansen, who has been 
acquainted with the property since the mid 1960s (see Photos and Map of Results in Appendix E). Based 
on these sources, the cemetery measured 0.5 acre (21,780 square feet) in size (Williamson County Clerk’s 
Office 1911). It is unknown if the cemetery, like the Poor Farm that it served, was racially segregated; 
however, given common social practices of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in Central Texas, 
this is likely. 

One OTHM is located within 1 mile of the APE (see Figures 3 and 4). Text of this marker is as follows: 

Judge Harry N. Graves Born April 4, 1877 in La Vernia (Wilson County), Harry Graves attended 

Southwestern University in Georgetown and later served three terms as city attorney. As Williamson County 

attorney, he aided the prosecution in a landmark trial against the Ku Klux Klan, 1923-24 (he lived at this 

site at the time). District attorney and future governor Dan Moody led the team. In 1929, voters elected 

Graves to the Texas house of Representatives, where in 1930 he wrote the bill establishing the Texas 

Highway Patrol. In 1937, he became a judge on the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. Graves died in 1957 

and was buried in the State Cemetery, Austin, leaving a legacy of civil rights and public safety for Texas.  

No NRHP Properties, OTHMs, or NRHP Districts were identified within 1 mile of the APE. Also, no 
HHPAs were identified within the APE (NETR 2019). 

Table 1. Previous Investigations within 1 Mile of APE 

Project 
Sponsor/ 

Investigator 

Site(s) 
Discovered or 

Revisited

Approximate 
Distance of Previous 

Project APE
Reference 

1977 Survey 
Texas Water 
Development 

Board (TWDB) 
41WM280 0.20 mile Atlas 2019 

1995 FM 2243 Survey 
TxDOT (Texas 
Department of 
Transportation) 

None w/in a mile 
of APE 0.51 mile Atlas 2019 

1999 Georgetown 
Wastewater Pipeline 
Survey 

City of 
Georgetown 41WM280 0.27 mile Schroeder 1999 

2005 Hogg Street 
Wastewater Survey 

City of 
Georgetown 41WM280 0.52 mile Bradle and 

Bernhardt 2005 
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Table 1. Previous Investigations within 1 Mile of APE 

Project 
Sponsor/ 

Investigator 

Site(s) 
Discovered or 

Revisited

Approximate 
Distance of Previous 

Project APE
Reference 

2006 FM 1460 Survey TxDOT None w/in a mile 
of APE 0.41 mile Owens 2009 

2008 SG3-A Survey City of 
Georgetown 41WM1204 0.64 mile Bradle and 

Bernhardt 2008 

2010 Southeast Inner 
Loop Survey 

City of 
Georgetown 

41WM1265, 
41WM1266 Crosses APE Bradle and 

Uecker 2011 

2011 Wastewater 
Interceptor Survey 

City of 
Georgetown None 0.26 mile Bradle and 

Bernhardt 2011 

2011 St. Helen's Electric 
Line Survey 

City of 
Georgetown None 0.89 mile Bradle 2011 

2017 Kasper Tract 
Survey 

City of 
Georgetown 

None w/in a mile 
of APE 0.95 mile Young and 

Galindo 2017 

Table 2. Resources within 1 Mile of APE 

Site/Cemetery/NRHP 

District 
Description SAL/NRHP eligibility

Approximate 

Distance to APE

    

    

    

Georgetown IOOF Cemetery Historical Cemetery Undetermined 0.97 mile 

Judge Harry N. Graves Historical Marker NA 0.73 mile 

Presbyterian Cemetery Historical Cemetery Undetermined 0.76 mile 

Williamson County Poor 
Farm Cemetery Historical Cemetery Undetermined Crosses APE 

Description of Existing Disturbances 

A series of municipal water pipelines crosses the APE (Figure 7). Agricultural cultivation over the past 40 
years has also been indicated within portions of the APE (Jerry Jansen, pers. comm. August 2019). LiDAR 
data for most of the project area was available showing various drainages throughout the APE (Figure 8). 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

Blanton & Associates, Inc. (B&A) proposes to conduct 100 percent intensive archeological survey of the 
APE to identify archeological sites. This investigation would consist of systematic inspection of the ground 
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surface by archeologists walking transects spaced at no more than 98-ft (30-meter [m]) intervals to search 
for surficial evidence of archeological sites in areas not previously disturbed. Pedestrian survey will be 
supplemented with strategic shovel testing in prehistoric HPAs to identify any subsurface archeological 
deposits (see Figure 7). Prehistoric HPAs are defined as areas of Holocene alluvium that have not been 
subjected to previous disturbance.  

All 30-cm diameter shovel tests will be excavated in arbitrary 10-cm levels to 1 m in depth or culturally 
sterile sediments, whichever occurs first. All excavated soil will be screened through 0.25-inch (0.63 cm) 
hardware cloth. Field observations will be recorded on appropriate B&A field forms and the locations of 
each shovel test will be plotted with a hand-held global positioning system (GPS) receiver. The entire 
survey area will be photo-documented.  

Survey will be conducted within portions of the APE where right of entry (ROE) has been granted at the 
time of survey. If ROE is not granted at the time of survey, investigators will attempt to assess the APE 
from public land and will make recommendations regarding further survey, if necessary.  

As the Williamson County Poor Farm Cemetery crosses the APE, possible compliance with the Texas 
Health and Safety Code Title 8 (c) Chapter 711 and associated regulations (13 TAC 22) may be required. 
Since the cemetery boundary is not fenced, there is potential for the existence of unmarked graves outside 
the legal boundary near the APE. To determine the potential for unmarked graves to extend into the APE, 
archival research of historic maps and poor farm documents housed at the county courthouse and appraisal 
district office (e.g., commissioner’s court records, deeds, maps, aerial photos), consultation with the 
Williamson County Historical Commission, the State Cemetery Coordinator, and informant consultation 
will be conducted. Results of this research will be supplemented by reconnaissance survey of the cemetery 
boundary as recorded in County records. Since the 1995 deed record does not indicate that any part of the 
original Poor Farm Cemetery boundary has been de-dedicated, in deference to Section 711 of the Texas 
Health and Safety Code, B&A will assume the exterior cemetery boundary should include both the 1911 
extent and the 1995 boundary indicated in deed records.  This boundary is indicated in Figures 7 and 8. As 
recommended by the THC during phone consultation on August 21, 2019, a temporary fence will be erected 
25 feet beyond the southwestern and southeastern cemetery boundary (as indicated in Figures 7 and 8) as 
an exterior buffer zone where impacts to the ground surface will be prohibited during disturbance work for 
the project. 

All field investigations will be carried out prior to the proposed flood control improvements in order to 
identify any potential archeological historic properties within the APE that may be affected by the 
undertaking. All survey methods will comply with applicable standards outlined and defined in 13 TAC 
26.15 and policies of the THC, as well as guidelines of the Council of Texas Archeologists (CTA), or 
plausible justification for deviation from these standards will be explicitly provided in the draft report.  

If cultural materials or indications of an archeological site are discovered, systematic shovel tests within 
the APE may be excavated surrounding the initial find to delineate the horizontal and vertical extent of the 
site. The site will be recorded on a State of Texas Archeological Site Data Form, a site sketch map will be 
drafted, and photos of the site will be taken. This form will be submitted to the Texas Archeological 



TEXAS ANTIQUITIES CODE PERMIT SCOPE OF WORK 6 

INTENSIVE ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY  

JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER SMITH BRANCH FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT, WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS 

Research Laboratory and a trinomial will be obtained. Each archeological site documented as a result of 
the survey will be evaluated according to published eligibility criteria for inclusion in the NRHP or 
designation as an SAL. 

Artifacts, if encountered, will not be collected during survey but will be sufficiently described and 
photographed in the field for further analysis. All survey records including photographs will be processed 
for curation at the Center for Archaeological Research (CAR) at The University of Texas at San Antonio 
according to CAR’s Standards and Procedures for the Preparation of Archaeological Collections, Records,

and Photographs (n.d.).  

Although not anticipated within the APE, if intentional human burials (historic or prehistoric) are 
encountered during the survey, the find will be secured and B&A will notify Williamson County. In 
addition, the THC will be consulted to ensure work continues in accordance with provisions of the Texas 
Health and Safety Code Title 8 (c), Chapter 711, as amended, and associated regulations (13 TAC 22). 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

Following fieldwork, a report of findings will be generated in accordance with standards for reports relating 
to archeological permits (13 TAC 26.16), guidelines of the CTA for cultural resources management reports. 
This report will include discussion of the results of the field investigations, a list of identified sites if any, 
eligibility recommendations for each site, and the criteria under which the sites were evaluated. The report 
will also include recommendations for further work or no further work with appropriate justifications based 
on the requirements of 13 TAC 26.15 and defined in 13 TAC 26.10. The report will also include the 
locations of each shovel test, recorded site locations, and specify land ownership for these areas. 

A copy of the draft report will be submitted to THC for review and comment. A shapefile of the project 
location will also be submitted to the THC. Upon concurrence with the draft report, the final report will be 
submitted to the THC in partial fulfillment of permit requirements. The unbound copy of the final report 
will contain at least one map with the plotted location of any and all recorded sites. Other report copies (for 
THC and other parties) will be distributed in compliance with 13 TAC 26.24. A copy of the final report 
will accompany all survey records and photographs to CAR for curation. 
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Figures 
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APPENDIX B 

 
Preliminary Project Plans
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APPENDIX C 

 
Deed Records
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APPENDIX D 

 
Historical Aerial Photos of APE 
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APPENDIX E 

Results of Williamson County Poor Farm Cemetery Reconnaissance with 
Informant Jerry Jansen August 20, 2019 
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Photo 1. View overlooking Williamson County Poor Farm/Pauper Cemetery, facing northeast. 
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Photo 2. Corner post of barbed wire fence marking southern boundary of Williamson County Poor 
Farm/Pauper Cemetery, facing southwest. 
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Photo 3. Area indicated by informant Jerry Jansen as location of headstones, Williamson County Poor 

Farm/Pauper Cemetery. 
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Photo 4. Closeup of limestone block (possible grave marker) in area indicated by informant Jerry Jansen 

as location of headstones, Williamson County Poor Farm/Pauper Cemetery. 
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Photo 5. Closeup of marble block (possible grave marker) in area indicated by informant Jerry Jansen as 
location of headstones, Williamson County Poor Farm/Pauper Cemetery. 




