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WHEREAS, for over 25 years the National Coalition for the Homeless and National
Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness have sponsored National
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this proclamation is to educate the public about the
many reasons people are hungry and homeless, including the shortage of affordable
housing in Williamson County for very low income residents; and to encourage
support for homeless assistance service providers, as well as community service
opportunities for students and school service organizations; and

WHEREAS, there are many organizations committed to sheltering and providing
supportive services as well as meals and food supplies to people experiencing
homelessness, including The Round Rock Serving Center, The Caring Place,
Neighbors Serving Neighbors, Shepherd’s Heart, the Hutto Resource Center,
Brighter Days Food Pantry, Operation Liberty Hill, Opportunities for Williamson
and Burnet Counties, and so many more faith-based and non-profit organizations
across the county; and

WHEREAS, this Commissioners Court recognizes that hunger and homelessness
continues to be a serious problem for many individuals and families in Williamson
County; and

WHEREAS, as an example, the following numbers from The Caring Place in
Georgetown indicate the great need across Williamson County:

- 8,206 individuals served so far in 2023, which is 27% more than ALL of 2022

- 25,339 trips to the food pantry in 2023, up 123% since this time last year

- $737,870 in total financial assistance (rent, mortgage, utilities,
transportation, medical) in 2023 to 1,031 unique families; and

WHEREAS, the intent of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is
consistent with the activities of our local organizations;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Williamson County
Commissioners Court hereby proclaims November 11 — 18, 2023 as National
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Commissioners Court encourages all
citizens to recognize that many people do not have housing and need support for
residents and private/public nonprofit service entities alike.

Passed by Commissioners Court and Signed on this date: h@ 2' &6& )

R w&

Bill Gravell, County Judge

On behalf of the Williamson County Commissioners Court Members



