
Drought Update
Yolo Unincorporated Area



• Proclamation of local emergency
• Contingency funds to match State and Federal 

programs
• Requests to the State and Federal government to 

request aid and eliminate eligibility barriers to 
existing programs

Initial Response – July 2021



Emergency Drought 
Funding

FEDERAL FUNDING

• USDA Rural 
Development ($41M)

• US EPA Drinking Water 
program

• Bureau of Reclamation –
Water SMART

• FEMA – BRIC & 
HMP programs



Water in Yolo
1977 Comparison 2015 Comparison

33% of measured wells < 2015 levels17% of measured wells < 1977 levels

July 2021 ~-64'

March 2021 ~-41'

August 2021 ~-66'



What Are We Seeing Now



Well Driller 
Canvassing

• Demand slightly up
• Shortages in labor and materials 

leading to wait lists (3-6 month 
wait)

• Requested well depths increasing



Well Permit
Demand



Water Purveyor’s Today
• Dunnigan
• Madison
• Cacheville
• Knight’s Landing

• Esparto
• Wild Wings
• YCFCWCD



Wild Wings CSA 

• Wild Wings conserved 36% 
compared to July 2020

• The community 
conserved 44% during the 
week the Pintail well pump 
was changed

• New, deeper well 
needed immediately

• Ongoing water conservation 
efforts



Proposed Ordinance Adopting Water 
Conservation Program

• Modeled after the Dept. of Water Resources templates for 
public agencies that provide water at retail or wholesale to 
a service area.

• Provides a mechanism for the Board to implement water 
conservation measures in the County Service Areas with 
six different levels (similar to the levels adopted by Davis 
and Woodland and other urban water suppliers) as 
authorized by Water Code §§ 375 et seq.



Proposed Conservation Ordinance
• Level 1 – permanent landscape water restrictions, including no watering between 9am 

and 6pm or within 48-hours after measurable rainfall
• Level 2 – 20% conservation goal; limits landscape irrigation to 3 assigned days per week
• Level 3 – 30% conservation goal; landscape irrigation limited to 2 assigned days per 

week; new expanded landscaping limited to drought tolerant trees/plants only
• Level 4 – 40% conservation goal; landscape irrigation prohibited except for irrigation of 

trees and drought tolerant plantings; pools/water tanks cannot be filled with CSA water 
(ok to use fill with water from licensed water hauler); repair leaks w/in 24 hours

• Level 5 – 50% conservation goal; no new pool permits
• Level 6 – 50%+ conservation goal; stop all landscape irrigation



Proposed Conservation Ordinance
• Board adopts Resolution setting drought response level 

for particular service areas and may establish 
additional restrictions, e.g., establishing water 
consumption limits or water budgets.

• Authorizes imposition of penalties for violations.
– Misdemeanor; public nuisance subject to fines of up to 

$1,000 per day, but goal is education and compliance to 
conserve water supplies.



Proposed Conservation Ordinance
• Recommendation: Introduce ordinance adopting 

water conservation program, waive further 
reading, and continue to September 14, 2021 for 
adoption.

• Ordinance will become effective upon adoption 
(Water Code § 376).



The Future of  Groundwater Management

Plan to ensure Groundwater Sustainability 
(2022-2042)
• Focused on project implementation
• Annual reporting + 5-year updates to the State

yologroundwater.org



Yolo Subbasin 
Groundwater Agency

Formed
June 2017

Plan due
January 2022







Projects and Management Actions
 12 proposed management actions
 75 proposed projects



Questions/Comments
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