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Agenda
Things we will cover:

• The Federal Voting Rights Act
• Fair Maps Act Criteria
• Current Lines
• Three Recommend Plans from the ARC

• Draft Map 2
• Draft Map 4A
• Draft Map 5

• Next Steps



What is the Federal Voting Rights Act?

The Voting Rights Act is federal Law that seeks to remedy 
racial disenfranchisement.  It has two sections impacting 
redistricting:

Section 2 – Majority Minority Districts

Section 5 – Preclearance (inactive)

The California Voting Rights Act prohibits the use of At 
Large Election Systems in local government if there is 
Racially Polarized Voting.  Does not impact Yolo County.



The Voting Rights Act Section 2 is enforced when a 
jurisdiction meets certain preconditions:

1) A minority group must be sufficiently large and geographically 
compact to comprise a majority of the district;

2) The minority group must be politically cohesive (it must 
demonstrate a pattern of voting for the same candidates, also 
known as “bloc voting”); and,

3) A majority of voters vote sufficiently as a bloc usually to defeat 
the minority group’s preferred candidate.

What is the Federal Voting Rights Act?



Determining Section 2 obligation requires legal counsel 
and sometimes a racially polarized voting analysis.

- Does the minority population qualify under Section 2?

- Is the proposed district a sufficient remedy – is it an “effective” 
majority minority district?

- Is there a claim for a coalition district?

- Without Section 2, a community of interest can still be supported 
but race cannot be a predominant factor in drawing lines.

What is the Federal Voting Rights Act?



Traditional Redistricting Principles

The Fair Maps Act passed by the Legislature mandates a 
set of criteria we must follow when drawing district plans.

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city and census designated place boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Complying with the Fair Maps Act 





Total Deviation of 13.0%



Communities of Interest
Summary of Submitted Testimonials

• Winters should be incorporated into current District 5 and
with the rural, unincorporated areas of the County

• Winters should not be incorporated into District 5

• Unify all of West Sacramento into one district

• Unify Clarksburg, Knights Landing, Winters, and the Capay Valley

• Unify the rural areas together into one district



From COI to Maps
With more cities and counties using 
commission-based redistricting, we 
move redistricting out into the public, 
with maps driven by Community of 
Interest testimony.

• Input from community drives process 
with multiple ways for the public to 
engage.

• Rules for process emphasize the 
importance of traditional criteria and 
minimizing divisions of neighborhoods.

• Releasing maps for feedback – today we 
will see plans to spark more public 
engagement.



Draft Map Plans
The County’s Advisory Redistricting 
Commission has met over last several 
months, collected a breadth of 
community input, and has 
recommended three maps for the 
Board’s consideration.

• Draft Plan 2 – Moves Winters into 
District 5 and splits Woodland East-West

• Draft Plan 4a – preserves the cores of 
current districts with the Vic Fazio 
Wildlife Area unified in District 1

• Draft Plan 5– a map drawn by El Concilio, 
with changes to splitting the City of Davis 
and unifying the Vic Fazio Wildlife Area





Total Deviation of 8.4%









Total Deviation of 3.2%









Total Deviation of 3.1%







What’s Next
The Board of Supervisors needs to 
select a plan. 
• Identify preferred plan(s) with an 

understanding that none of these are 
final plans.  It is an iterative process.

• Suggest possible changes –
Redistricting Partners can provide 
adjustments to the boundaries of any 
number of the draft plans.

• Provide direction for the preparation 
of new draft map(s) to be put out for 
public input and future Board review.
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