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County Code subsection 8-2.223(e)(1) statement:  

The General Plan amendment to change the land use designation of the 82.17-

acre parcel from Agriculture (“AG”) to Industrial (“IN”) will allow Clark Pacific to expand 

and continue the successful industrial facilities it has operated in the unincorporated area 

since 2008.  While the Land Use and Community Character Element (“Land Use 

Element”) of the General Plan recognizes the County’s “strong focus on protecting our 

agricultural and open space resources,” it acknowledges that, “[a]s Yolo County looks 

ahead to the next 20 years,” the County’s “vision needs to expand to address new 

challenges.”  (General Plan at p. LU-2.)  The Land Use Element then identifies four 

fundamental shifts in the County’s vision to address these new challenges, with the 

second shift providing that “the local economy needs to diversify beyond its reliance on 

agriculture, to provide a more stable job market and increase government revenue 

streams.”  (General Plan at p. LU-2.)  The Land Use Element “embraces” four underlying 

strategies to facilitate these changes and the second strategy is to increase 

“[o]pportunities for revenue-producing and job-producing agricultural, industrial and 

commercial growth in limited locations and along key transportation corridors.”   

The Agriculture and Economic Development Element similarly advances these 

goals, with Economic Diversity Goal ED-1 setting the objective to “[d]iversify the local 

economy to provide substantial and sustainable long-term growth that will benefit 

businesses, residents and local government.”  (General Plan at p. AG-41.)  Policy ED-1.1 

within Goal ED-1 establishes that the County should “[e]nsure that an adequate supply of 

industrial and commercial land is designated for future development, to allow the market 

to continue to expand in a manner that is compatible with adjacent properties and existing 

uses.”  (General Plan at p. AG-41.)   

The proposed General Plan amendment thus provides the opportunity for the 

County to implement this necessary shift in vision to respond to current and future 

challenges while limiting the impacts to agricultural uses and preserving the primarily 

agricultural character of the County.  Within the unincorporated area, the Project would 

result in the loss of only 0.015% of agricultural land and a gain of 12.5% of industrial land.  

With a recognized need to diversify, the Project offers an ideal opportunity to expand an 

established industrial use that has demonstrated compatability with surrounding 

agricultural uses with minimal loss of agricultural land.  The Agriculture and Economic 

Development Element also recognizes that 67% of the County is subject to Williamson 

Act contracts to “provide further long-term protection of these lands.”  (General Plan at 

AG-2.) The Project parcel, in contrast, is not subject to a Williamson Act contract.  The 

location for this relatively minor loss of agricultural land is also appropriate because it is 

adjacent to existing industrial land and is in close proximity to more densely developed 

urban areas.  With the expansion of the existing industrial facilities, the Project will also 

bring new employment opportunities to the County. 

The County will also be able to make the required findings under Policy AG-1.5, 

which provides that “[n]o lands shall be considered for redesignation from Agricultural or 



Open Space to another land use designation unless all of the following findings can be 

made:” 

A. There is a public need or net community benefit derived from the 

conversion of the land that outweighs the need to protect the land for long-

term agricultural use. 

B. There are no feasible alternative locations for the proposed project that 

are either designated for non-agricultural land uses or are less productive 

agricultural lands. 

C. The use would not have a significant adverse effect on existing or 

potential agricultural activities on surrounding lands designated Agriculture. 

(General Plan at p. AG-22.)  Under the first finding and as explained in the County General 

Plan, the County’s ability to continue to provide public services necessitates 

diversification of the County’s economy.  This Project provides an opportunity for an 

industrial user that has demonstrated success within the County to expand a stable and 

diversified property and sales tax revenue stream for the County and provides new job 

opportunities outside of the agriculture industry for the public.   

Under the second finding, because the Project seeks to expand existing 

operations, the only feasible locations would be parcels adjacent to the existing facilities, 

and the proposed Project parcel immediately to the west of the existing facilities is the 

only potential expansion area.  The parcels to the south and north of the existing facilities 

are separated by a public road and thus integrated operations would require traversing 

across the public right of way.  The parcel to the east of the existing facilities is an 

established equestrian ranch.  With the existing railway along the western boundary of 

the proposed Project parcel, the expanded operations would be limited to the proposed 

Project area and could not continue further to the west.  The Project area is also 

appropriate for diversification of uses within the County because the existing industrial 

facilities are already operating and the Project parcel is bordered on the south by 

additional developed uses.  The Project is also less than one mile from Interstate 5 and 

thus is close to a key transportation corridor.  While not in the sphere of influence of the 

City of Woodland, the Project is less than one mile from the City and thus is in close 

proximity to a highly developed area of the County as compared to the vast agricultural 

acreage in the County in more rural areas.   

With the third finding, Clark Pacific has demonstrated its ability to operate without 

an adverse effect on surrounding agricultural activities for the last 14 years and would 

ensure that its expanded operations remain compatible with the surrounding agricultural 

uses.  The Project will also comply with General Plan Policy AG-1.6 requiring mitigation 

for the loss of agricultural land.   

County Code subsection 8-2.223(e)(2) description:  



To facilitate the General Plan amendment, Figure LU-1A of the Land Use and 

Community Character Element of the General Plan would be revised to reflect the change 

in land use designation from AG to IN for the Project parcel.  (Yolo County General Plan, 

page LU-8.)  Table LU-5 (2030 Yolo County General Plan Land Use Designations and 

Acreages) would also need to be updated to reflect a reduction from 546,195 to 546,113 

acres of land with an AG land use designation and an increase from 658 to 740 acres of 

land with an IN land use designation.  The County may also want to consider updating 

Table LU-9, which identifies “Allowed Commercial and Industrial Growth (in acres)” to 

include the additional allowed industrial growth in the “New Added Acres” and “Total 

Designated Acres” columns.  In updating Table LU-9, it is worth noting that Clark Pacific’s 

existing industrial facilities adjacent to the Project do not appear to be reflected in the 

“Existing Developed Acres” because that acreage is based on data from 2007 and the 

existing facilities were all constructed after 2007.  Currently, Table LU-9 only identifies 

43.3 existing industrial and commercial developed acres as of 2007 in the “Remaining 

Unincorporated” area.  If the existing facilities (40600 County Road 18C; APN  027-250-

028 and 40979 Best Ranch Road; APN 027-250-029) are added to Table LU-9, a clarifying 

footnote should be included or footnote “a” could be updated to reflect that the data is no 

longer based on the “‘on-the-ground commercial and industrial land uses” from 2007.   
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