






EXHIBIT A 

Description of Project 

Community Media Meets Public Service Journalism: 
Creating a Civic Information Hub for Yolo County 

This project seeks to bring together an award-winning noncommercial community media center 
in Davis, CA (Davis Media Access) with other local news and culture resources, including 
student-run newspapers and podcasts; a community arts/culture/entertainment newspaper, and a 
once-robust local newspaper-all in the service of a community and its citizens' information 
needs. 

The Civic Information Hub will address the growing information gap left by the decline of 
traditional media by pairing the technological resources and expertise of Davis Media Access 
(OMA) with other local news resources in the service of our community and its citizens' 
information needs. Generally, this would be a new source of community and civic information 
about Davis/ Yolo County, drawing on the strengths and needs of people in the community, 
available to all. 

Davis Media Access is seeking a commitment of $5,000 in support of a $50,000 planning grant 
that will fund a deep community needs information assessment. That assessment will let OMA 
approach major project funders armed with rich data and a very clear idea of what is needed and 
could work in Davis initially, and expanded to Yolo County, for an even more competitive 
applicant for national funding to reimagine local news. A $5,000 commitment from Yolo County 
will be matched by funding from the City of Davis and will be leveraged to fully fund the 
planning grant. 

We're at a specific moment in time, with funding becoming available to address the aftermath of 
local journalism's decline, but relatively little materializing to address the decline of community 
media funding across the country. A Civic Information Hub in Davis / Yolo County would not 
only greatly benefit the community, but it can be used to create a model that could be 
successfully replicated in other communities where noncommercial community media exists. 
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