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AGREEMENT NO. __-___ 
(Agreement for On-Call CEQA Consulting Services) 

 
THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this ____ day of ______________, 
2025, by and between the County of Yolo, a political subdivision of the State of California 
(“County”), and RCH Group, Inc., a California Corporation (“Contractor”). 
 

W I T N E S S E T H 
 
WHEREAS, the County is authorized by Government Code Section 23004 to make contracts as 
necessary for the exercise of its powers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County is authorized by Government Code Section 31000 to contract with 
persons specially trained, experienced, expert and competent to perform preparation of 
environmental documents to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); and 
 
WHEREAS, the County desires to obtain On-Call CEQA and Environmental Consulting 
Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County circulated and distributed a request for qualifications (RFQ), an excerpt 
of which is attached as Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Contractor submitted a proposal to provide CEQA and NEPA consulting 
services, including preparation of CEQA documents; and planning-related services and project 
management, an excerpt of which is attached as Exhibit B; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor has represented and warrants to the County that it has the necessary 
training, experience, expertise and competency to provide the services, goods and materials that 
are described in this Agreement, at a cost to the County as herein specified; that it will be able to 
perform the herein described services at minimum cost to the County by virtue of its current and 
specialized knowledge of relevant data, issues, and conditions; and that it will do so in a manner 
consistent with and furthering of the Values of Yolo County; and 
 
WHEREAS, Yolo County reserves the right to approve the Contractor’s project manager and any 
requested personnel and subcontractor changes during the course of each project; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor represents and warrants that neither Contractor, nor any of its officers, 
agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, volunteers, or five percent owners, is excluded or 
debarred from participating in or being paid for participation in any Federal or State program; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor further represents and warrants that no conditions or events now exist 
which give rise to Contractor or any of its officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, 
volunteers or five percent owners being excluded or debarred from any Federal or State program; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Contractor understands that the County is relying upon these representations in 
entering into this Agreement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the County and the Contractor agree as follows: 
 
I. BASIC SERVICES 
 

A. Contractor shall furnish and perform the following services in accordance with 
Exhibits A and B, and in a manner satisfactory to the Director of Community Services or 
his/her written designee (“Director”): as-needed, on-call CEQA consulting services.  These 
services include the following tasks: consultation on development projects; environmental 
services related to CEQA/NEPA compliance; completing environmental studies for 
discretionary development applications such as Use Permits, Tentative Maps, Rezones, and 
Specific Plans, including cannabis Use Permits; CEQA analyses and review required for 
cannabis projects; project management; and, attendance at public hearings.  

 
B. More specifically, the Contractor shall provide the full range of services with regard 
to the services described above, with the focus on: (a) environmental assessments, 
including Initial Studies, Negative/Mitigated Negative Declarations, Environmental 
Impact Reports, and supporting documents that meet all of the requirements set forth in the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code 21000 et seq.) and the State 
CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et seq.), and preparation 
and/or review of technical studies; (b) environmental reviews prepared for the types of 
development applications anticipated in rural and agricultural Yolo County, including 
cannabis uses; (c) and, addressing environmental issues that result in a complete and legally 
adequate document in compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines and other 
applicable laws.  Contractor will provide all facilities, equipment, personnel, labor and 
materials necessary to provide the foregoing services in accordance with this Agreement. 

 
C. The complete contract shall include the following Exhibits attached hereto and 
incorporated herein: 

   
Exhibit A     RFQ Excerpt 
Exhibit B     Proposal Excerpt 
     

 
In the event of any conflict between any of the provisions of this Agreement 

(including Exhibits), the provision that requires the highest level of performance from 
Contractor for the County's benefit shall prevail. 

 
D. The Director may approve modifications of the term, scheduling, billing rates, and 
allocation of funds between the tasks and subtasks (if any) set forth above, provided that 
there is no increase in the total compensation as set forth in Paragraph II of this Agreement. 
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II. COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 
 

A. For the services described in Paragraph I above, and subject to the condition that 
the services have been completed in a manner satisfactory to the Director or his/her 
designee, Contractor shall be compensated according to the hourly rates set forth in the 
Contractor’s proposal, for Contractor and its subconsultants, as included in Exhibit B. 
Provided, however, that the total amount of compensation to be paid to Contractor for the 
services required by this Agreement shall not exceed four hundred thousand dollars 
($400,000.00).  In the determination of hourly fees, time allotments shall be calculated to 
one-tenth of an hour. 

 
B. Contractor shall not be entitled to reimbursement for any expenses except as 
specifically set forth herein.  The compensation set forth above includes reimbursement for 
all expenses incurred by Contractor in the performance of this Agreement. 
 

III. METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

A. Not more frequently than monthly, and in a manner that is satisfactory to the 
Director, the Contractor shall submit an invoice detailing the services provided, the 
person(s) providing the service, the amount of time spent by each person providing the 
service calculated to the one-tenth of an hour, the rate per hour charged for each person 
providing service, and an itemization of the actual expenses for which reimbursement is 
requested.  If requested by the County, Contractor shall provide any further documentation 
to verify the compensation and reimbursement sought by Contractor. 

 
B. Within fifteen (15) calendar days of the receipt of Contractor’s detailed invoice, the 
Director shall either authorize payment or advise Contractor in writing of any concerns that 
the Director has with the invoice and any need for further documentation. 

 
C. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the Director’s authorization for payment of an 
invoice, the County Auditor-Controller shall either issue the payment or advise Contractor 
in writing of any concerns that the County Auditor-Controller has with the request and any 
need for further documentation. 

 
IV. REPORTS 

 
A. Contractor shall provide such reports as are required elsewhere by this Agreement, 
and such additional information and reports relating to the services otherwise required by 
this Agreement as are reasonably requested by the Director, as the times and in the manner 
specified by this Agreement, or by the Director if not so specified.  Any other provision of 
this Agreement notwithstanding, should Contractor fail to provide any report required by 
this Agreement in a timely manner and as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, County 
may withhold any payments otherwise due Contractor pursuant to this Agreement, and any 
other agreement between Contractor and County, until such report is properly submitted as 
determined by the Director. 
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B. County shall provide Contractor with all information pertinent to the services 
required of Contractor by this Agreement which is requested by Contractor and which is 
within County's possession.  No charge will be made for these materials. 

 
V. OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS AND WORK PRODUCTS 
 
All professional and technical documents and information developed under this Agreement, and 
all work products, including writings, work sheets, reports, and related data, materials, copyrights 
and all other rights and interests therein, shall become the property of the County, and Contractor 
agrees to deliver and assign the foregoing to the County, upon completion of the services hereunder 
or upon any earlier termination of this Agreement.  Contractor assigns the work products, as and 
when the same shall arise, for the full terms of protection available throughout the world.  In 
addition, basic data prepared or obtained under this Agreement shall be made available to the 
County without restriction or limitation on their use. Upon request by County, Contractor agrees 
to compile and produce documents in response to any Public Records Act request or subpoena. 
 
No additional charge will be made for any of the foregoing. 
 
VI. RECORDS; ACCESS, RETENTION 
 
Contractor shall retain and make available for review by the County and its designees all records, 
documents, and general correspondence relating to this Agreement and the services required 
hereunder for a period of not less than five (5) years after receipt of final payment or until all 
pending audits and proceedings are completed, whichever is later. Contractor shall make such 
records available for inspection and copying by the County and its designees at any reasonable 
time.  At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to any destruction of these records following the four 
years, Contractor shall notify the Director.  Upon such notification, the Director shall either agree 
to the destruction or authorize the records to be forwarded to the County for further retention. 
 
VII. DISPUTES 
 
Any dispute arising under this Agreement shall be decided by the County Administrative Officer 
who shall put his or her decision in writing and mail a copy thereof to the address for the notice to 
Contractor.  The decision of the County Administrative Officer shall be final unless, within thirty 
(30) days from the date such copy is mailed to Contractor, Contractor appeals the decision in 
writing to the County Board of Supervisors.  Any such written appeal shall detail the reasons for 
the appeal and contain copies of all documentation supporting Contractor's position.  In connection 
with any appeal proceeding under this paragraph, Contractor shall be afforded the opportunity to 
be heard and offer evidence in support of its appeal to the County Board of Supervisors at a regular 
Board meeting.  Pending a final decision of the dispute, Contractor shall proceed diligently with 
the performance of this Agreement and in accordance with the County Administrative Officer's 
decision. The decision of the County Board of Supervisors on the appeal shall be final for purposes 
of exhaustion of administrative remedies. 
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VIII. TERM AND TERMINATION 
 

A. The term of this Agreement shall be from July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2028, 
unless sooner terminated as hereinafter provided. The County reserves the right to renew 
the contract after this initial term, for one (1) additional two-year renewal period by 
providing thirty (30) days’ written notice prior to the expiration of the remaining term. 

 
B. Should either party fail to substantially perform its obligations in accordance with 
this Agreement, the other party may notify the defaulting party of such default in writing 
and provide not less than thirty (30) days to cure the default.  Such notice shall describe 
the default, and shall not be deemed a forfeiture or termination of this Agreement.  If such 
default is not cured within said thirty day period (or such longer period as is specified in 
the notice or agreed to by the parties), the party that gave notice of default may terminate 
this Agreement upon not less than fifteen (15) days advance written notice.  In the event of 
such termination based upon Contractor default, the County reserves the right to purchase 
or obtain the supplies or services elsewhere, and Contractor shall be liable for the difference 
between the prices set forth herein and the actual cost thereof to the County.  The foregoing 
notwithstanding, neither party waives the right to recover damages against the other for 
breach of this Agreement. 

 
C. This Agreement is subject to the County, the State of California and the United 
States appropriating and approving sufficient funds for the activities required of the 
Contractor pursuant to this Agreement.  If the County's adopted budget and/or its receipts 
from the State of California and the United States do not contain sufficient funds for this 
Agreement, the County may terminate this Agreement by giving ten (10) days advance 
written notice thereof to the Contractor, in which event the County shall have no obligation 
to pay the Contractor any further funds or provide other consideration and the Contractor 
shall have no obligation to provide any further services pursuant this Agreement.   If the 
County terminates the Agreement pursuant to this subparagraph, the County will pay 
Contractor in accordance with this Agreement for all services performed to the satisfaction 
of the Director before such termination and for which funds have appropriated as required 
by law.  

 
D. This Agreement may be terminated for any reason by either party at any time during 
its term, by giving 60 days' written notice to the other party.  
 
E. If Contractor, or any of its officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, 
volunteers or five percent owners, becomes excluded, debarred or suspended from 
participation in Federally or State funded programs, the County may terminate this 
Agreement by giving ten (10) days advance written notice thereof to the Contractor. 

 
F. Upon termination of this Agreement or suspension of work by either County or 
Contractor, Contractor shall furnish to County all documents and drawings prepared under 
this Agreement, whether complete or incomplete.  In the event of termination for any 
reason, reproducible copies of all finished or unfinished documents, drawings, maps, 
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models, photographs, and reports prepared by Contractor shall become the sole and 
exclusive property of Yolo County and Contractor shall be entitled to receive compensation 
for any work completed on such documents and other materials determined by the Director 
to be of satisfactory quality and within the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  All 
creative work undertaken by Contractor such as sketches, copy, dummies and all 
preparatory work for which Contractor is not compensated by the County shall remain the 
sole and exclusive property of the Contractor. 
 
G. During and following the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall not use, 
distribute or otherwise circulate any of the materials developed pursuant to this Agreement 
and for which Contractor was compensated by the County without the express written 
permission of the Director. 

 
IX. APPLICABLE LAWS 
 

A. In the performance of the services required by this Agreement, Contractor shall 
comply with all applicable Federal, State, and County statutes, ordinances, regulations, 
directives and laws.  This Agreement is also subject to any additional restrictions or 
conditions that may be imposed upon the County by the Federal or State government. 
 
B. This Agreement shall be deemed to be executed within the State of California and 
construed in accordance with and governed by the laws of the State of California.  Any 
action or proceeding arising out of this Agreement shall be filed and resolved in a 
California State court located in Woodland, California.  Contractor waives any removal 
rights it might have under State or Federal law. 

 
X. NON-DISCRIMINATION IN SERVICES AND BENEFITS 
 
Contractor certifies that any service provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be without 
discrimination based on color, race, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual preferences, 
or physical or mental disability in accordance with all applicable Federal, State and County laws 
and regulations and any administrative directives established by the County Board of Supervisors 
or the County Administrative Officer.  For the purpose of this Agreement, distinctions on the 
grounds of color, race, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual preferences, or physical or 
mental disability include but are not limited to the following: denying a participant any service or 
benefit which is different, or is provided in a different manner or at a different time from that 
provided to other participants under this Agreement; subjecting a participant to segregation or 
separate treatment in any way in the enjoyment or any advantage or privilege enjoyed by others 
receiving any service or benefit; treating a participant differently from others in determining 
whether the participant has satisfied any admission, enrollment quota, eligibility, membership, or 
other requirement or condition which individuals must meet in order to be provided any service or 
benefit; and the assignment of times or places for the provision of services. 
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XI. CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. Contractor shall exercise all of the care and judgment consistent with good practices 
in the performance of the services required by this Agreement. 
 
B. With the exception that this section shall in no event be construed to require 
indemnification by Contractor to a greater extent than permitted under the public policy of 
the State of California, Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the County 
of Yolo and its officers, agents, employees and volunteers from and against any and all 
claims, damages, demands, losses, defense costs, expenses (including attorneys’ fees) and 
liability of any kind or nature arising out of or resulting from performance of the work, 
provided that any such claim, damage, demand, loss, cost, expense or liability is caused in 
whole or in part by any negligent or intentional act or omission of the contractor, any 
subcontractor, anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose 
acts any of them may be liable, regardless of whether or not it is caused in part by a party 
indemnified hereunder.  
 
Responsibility for such defense and indemnity obligations shall survive the termination or 
completion of this agreement for the full period of time allowed by law. The defense and 
indemnification obligations of this agreement are undertaken in addition to, and shall not 
in any way be limited by, the insurance obligations contained in this agreement. In 
providing any defense under this Paragraph, Contractor shall use counsel reasonably 
acceptable to the County Counsel. 

C.  Subcontractor agrees to be bound to the General Contractor/or Contractor and the 
County of Yolo in the same manner and to the same extent as General Contractor/or 
Contractor is bound to the County of Yolo under the Contract Documents.  Subcontractor 
further agrees to include the same requirements and provisions of this agreement, including 
the indemnity and Insurance requirements, with any Sub-subcontractor to the extent they 
apply to the scope of the Sub-subcontractor’s work. A copy of the County of Yolo Contract 
Document Indemnity and Insurance provisions will be furnished to the Subcontractor upon 
request. 

 
XII. PUBLIC LIABILITY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE 

 
A. During the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall at all times maintain, at its 
expense, the following coverages and requirements.  The comprehensive general liability 
insurance shall include broad form property damage insurance. 
 

1. Minimum Coverages (as applicable). Insurance coverage shall be with 
limits not less than the following: 

a. Comprehensive General Liability – $1,000,000/occurrence and 
$2,000,000/aggregate 
b. Automobile Liability – $1,000,000/occurrence (general) and 
$500,000/occurrence (property) (include coverage for Hired and Non-
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owned vehicles) 
c. Professional Liability/Malpractice/Errors and Omissions – 
$1,000,000/occurrence and $2,000,000/aggregate (If any engineer, 
architect, attorney, accountant, medical professional, psychologist, or 
other licensed professional performs work under a contract, the contractor 
must provide this insurance.  If not, then this requirement automatically 
does not apply.) 
d. Workers’ Compensation – Statutory Limits/Employers’ 
Liability - $1,000,000/accident for bodily injury or disease (If no 
employees, this requirement automatically does not apply.) 
 

2. The County, its officers, agents, employees and volunteers shall be named 
as additional insured on all but the workers’ compensation and professional liability 
coverages. It shall be a requirement under this agreement that any available 
insurance proceeds broader than or in excess of the specified minimum Insurance 
coverage requirements and/or limits shall be available to the Additional Insured.  
Furthermore, the requirements for coverage and limits shall be (1) the minimum 
coverage and limits specified in this Agreement; or (2) the broader coverage and 
maximum limits of coverage of any Insurance policy or proceeds available to the 
named Insured; whichever is greater. 
 

a.  The Additional Insured coverage under the Contractor’s policy 
shall be “primary and non-contributory” and will not seek contribution 
from the County’s insurance or self insurance and shall be at least as broad 
as CG 20 01 04 13. 
 
b.  The limits of Insurance required in this agreement may be satisfied 
by a combination of primary and umbrella or excess Insurance. Any 
umbrella or excess Insurance shall contain or be endorsed to contain a 
provision that such coverage shall also apply on a primary and non 
contributory basis for the benefit of the County of Yolo (if agreed to in a 
written contract or agreement) before the County’s own Insurance or self 
insurance shall be called upon to protect it as a named insured. 
 

3. Said policies shall remain in force through the life of this Agreement and, 
with the exception of professional liability coverage, shall be payable on a “per 
occurrence” basis unless the County Risk Manager specifically consents in writing 
to a “claims made” basis.  For all “claims made” coverage, in the event that the 
Contractor changes insurance carriers Contractor shall purchase “tail” coverage 
covering the term of this Agreement and not less than three years thereafter. Proof 
of such “tail” coverage shall be required at any time that the Contractor changes to 
a new carrier prior to receipt of any payments due. 
 
4. The Contractor shall declare all aggregate limits on the coverage before 
commencing performance of this Agreement, and the County’s Risk Manager 
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reserves the right to require higher aggregate limits to ensure that the coverage 
limits required for this Agreement as set forth above are available throughout the 
performance of this Agreement. 
 
5. Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must be declared to and are 
subject to the approval of the County Risk Manager. All self-insured retentions 
(SIR) must be disclosed to Risk Management for approval and shall not reduce the 
limits of liability.  Policies containing any SIR provision shall provide or be 
endorsed to provide that the SIR may be satisfied either by the named Insured or 
Yolo County. 
 
6. Each insurance policy shall be endorsed to state that coverage shall not be 
suspended, voided, canceled by either party, reduced in coverage or in limits except 
after thirty (30) days’ prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
has been given to the Director (ten (10) days for delinquent insurance premium 
payments). 
 
7. Insurance is to be placed with insurers with a current A.M. Best’s rating of 
no less than A:VII, unless otherwise approved by the County Risk Manager. 
 
8. The policies shall cover all activities of Contractor, its officers, employees, 
agents and volunteers arising out of or in connection with this Agreement. 
 
9. For any claims relating to this Agreement, the Contractor’s insurance 
coverage shall be primary, including as respects the County, its officers, agents, 
employees and volunteers. Any insurance maintained by the County shall apply in 
excess of, and not contribute with, insurance provided by Contractor’s liability 
insurance policy. 
 
10. The Contractor shall waive all rights of subrogation against the County, its 
officers, employees, agents and volunteers. 

 
B. Prior to commencing services pursuant to this Agreement, Contractor shall furnish 
the County with original endorsements reflecting coverage required by this Agreement. 
The endorsements are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage 
on its behalf. All endorsements are to be received by, and are subject to the approval of, 
the County Risk Manager before work commences. Upon County’s request, Contractor 
shall provide complete, certified copies of all required insurance policies, including 
endorsements reflecting the coverage required by these specifications. 
 
C. During the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall furnish the County with 
original endorsements reflecting renewals, changes in insurance companies and any other 
documents reflecting the maintenance of the required coverage throughout the entire term 
of this Agreement. The endorsements are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer 
to bind coverage on its behalf. Upon County’s request, Contractor shall provide complete, 
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certified copies of all required insurance policies, including endorsements reflecting the 
coverage required by these specifications. Yolo County reserves the right to obtain a full 
certified copy of any Insurance policy and endorsements. Failure to exercise this right shall 
not constitute a waiver of right to exercise later.  

 
D. Contractor agrees to include with all subcontractors in their subcontract the same 
requirements and provisions of this Agreement including the indemnity and insurance 
requirements to the extent they apply to the scope of the subcontractor’s work. 
Subcontractors hired by Contractor must agree to be bound to Contractor and the County 
of Yolo in the same manner and to the same extent as Contractor is bound to the County 
of Yolo under the Agreement.  All subcontractors must further agree to include these same 
provisions with any sub-subcontractor. Contractor shall require all Subcontractors to 
provide a valid certificate of insurance and the required endorsements included in the 
agreement prior to commencement of any work and Contractor will provide proof of 
compliance to the County of Yolo. 
 
E. Contractor shall maintain insurance as required by this Agreement to the fullest 
amount allowed by law and shall maintain insurance for a minimum of five years following 
the expiration of this Agreement.  In the event contractor fails to obtain or maintain 
completed operations coverage as required by this Agreement, the County at its sole 
discretion may purchase the coverage required and the cost will be paid by Contractor. 
 

XIII. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
 
Contractor shall provide workers’ compensation coverage as required by State law, and prior to 
commencing services pursuant to this Agreement shall file the following statement with the 
County in a form substantially as set forth below. 
 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CERTIFICATE 
 

I am aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code that require every employer 
to be insured against liability for workers’ compensation or to undertake self-insurance in 
accordance with the provisions of that Code, and I will comply with such provisions before 
commencing any services required by this Agreement. 
 
The person executing this certificate on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that 
she/he has the requisite legal authority to do so on behalf of Contractor, both the person 
executing this Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the 
County is relying on this representation in entering into this Agreement. 

 
XIV. NOTICE 
 

A. All notices shall be deemed to have been given when made in writing and delivered 
or mailed to the respective representatives of County and Contractor at their respective 
addresses as follows: 
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Contractor:  Attn: Paul Miller, Managing Principal 
RCH Group, Inc. 
6521 Chesbro Circle 
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 
Pmiller@therchgroup.com  
 

 
County:  Stephanie Cormier, Chief Assistant Director 
   Yolo County Department of Community Services 
   292 W. Beamer Street 
   Woodland, CA  95695 
   Attn: Jeff Anderson, Principal Planner 
   jeff.anderson@yolocounty.gov  

 
 

B. Any party may change the address to which such communications are to be given 
by providing the other parties with written notice of such change at least fifteen (15) 
calendar days prior to the effective date of the change. 

 
C. All notices shall be effective upon receipt and shall be deemed received through 
delivery if personally served or served using facsimile machines, or on the fifth (5th) day 
following deposit in the mail if sent by first class mail. 

 
XV. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

A. Contractor shall comply with the laws and regulations of the State of California and 
County regarding conflicts of interest, including, but not limited to, Article 4 of Chapter 1, 
Division 4, Title 1 of the California Government Code, commencing with Section 1090, 
and Chapter 7 of Title 9 of said Code, commencing with Section 87100 including 
regulations promulgated by the California Fair Political Practices Commission. 

 
B. Contractor covenants that it presently has no interest and shall not acquire any 
interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or degree with the 
performance of Contractor's obligations and responsibilities hereunder.  Contractor further 
covenants that in the performance of this Agreement, no person having any such interest 
shall be employed.  This covenant shall remain in force until Contractor completes 
performance of the services required of it under this Agreement. 

 
C. Contractor agrees that if any fact comes to its attention that raises any question as 
to the applicability of any conflict of interest law or regulation, Contractor will immediately 
inform the County and provide all information needed for resolution of the question. 
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XVI. COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES 
 
Contractor warrants that it has not employed or retained any company or person, other than a bona 
fide employee working for Contractor, to solicit or secure this Agreement, and that it has not paid 
or agreed to pay any company or person, other than a bona fide employee, any fee, commission, 
percentage, brokerage fee, gift, or any other consideration, contingent upon or resulting from the 
award or making this agreement.  For breach or violation of this warranty, the County shall have 
the right to annul this agreement without liability, or in its discretion to deduct from the agreement 
price or consideration, or otherwise recover, the full amount of such fee, commission, percentage, 
brokerage fee, gift or contingent fee.  
 
XVII. AUDITS 
  

A. Contractor shall be subject to examination and audit by the State or the County, or 
both, throughout the term of this Agreement and thereafter for a period of three years from 
the date that final payment is made pursuant to this Agreement.  This does not preclude 
access to records by County, State, the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of 
their authorized representatives, as otherwise provided by this Agreement, the State 
contract, or State or Federal laws and regulations.  Contractor agrees that County and/or 
State has the right to review, obtain, and copy all records pertaining to the performance of 
this Agreement, and agrees to provide County and/or State with any and all relevant 
information requested. 
 
B. Any and all books, records, and facilities maintained by Contractor related to 
services provided under this Agreement may be audited, inspected and copied at any time 
during normal business hours.  Unannounced visits may be made at the discretion of the 
County or State.  Employees who might reasonably have information related to such 
records may be interviewed.  All expenditures of State and federal funds furnished to 
Contractor pursuant to this Agreement are subject to audit by County, State and/or Federal 
representatives.  Such audits shall consider and build upon external independent audits 
performed pursuant to audit requirements of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Circular A-133 as described in Paragraph C below. 
 
C. Should Contractor expend $500,000 or more in Federal funds during any fiscal 
year, Contractor shall furnish County a certified copy of an Audit Report from an 
independent CPA firm covering the Contractor's preceding fiscal year of January 1 through 
December 31.  This Audit shall be performed in accordance with OMB Circular A-133 and 
conducted in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards as 
described in Government Auditing Standards (1994 Revision), and provided in a form 
satisfactory to the Director. 
 
D. Contractor shall provide this Audit Report no later than July 31 of each year.  In 
the event that this Agreement expires or is terminated on a date other than December 31, 
Contractor shall provide County such an Audit Report covering the preceding period of 
January 1 through the date of expiration or termination no later than July 31 after the date 
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of expiration or termination.  Contractor shall ensure that audit work papers supporting the 
report are retained for a period of three (3) years from the date of the audit report, and 
longer if notified by the State or County to extend the retention period, and are made 
available to the State and/or County upon request. 
 
E. Should an Audit Report or any State or County audit determine that Contractor has 
misspent funds and been overpaid based on the requirements of this Agreement and 
applicable laws and regulations, County shall demand repayment from Contractor in the 
amount of such audit findings and withhold any payment otherwise due under this 
Agreement until Contractor repays such amount.  Contractor shall repay County such 
amount within sixty (60) days of the date of the County's demand for repayment.  Should 
Contractor fail to repay County within sixty (60) days of the date of County's demand for 
repayment, the County may offset the amount due from Contractor against any amounts 
that would otherwise be due from the County to Contractor pursuant to this Agreement or 
any other agreement or source. 

 
F. Any failure or refusal by Contractor to permit access to any facilities, books, 
records or other information required to be provided to the State &/or the County by this 
Agreement &/or the State contract shall constitute an express and immediate breach of this 
Agreement. 

 
XVIII. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTS 
 
The services and obligations required of Contractor under this Agreement are not assignable in 
whole or in part.  In addition, Contractor shall not subcontract any portion of the services required 
of Contractor by this Agreement without the express written consent of the Director.  If any portion 
of the services required of Contractor are subcontracted, the subcontractor(s) shall maintain the 
same insurance as required of Contractor by this Agreement and Contractor shall be fully 
responsible to the County for all work undertaken by subcontractors. 
 
XIX. STATUS OF CONTRACTOR 
 

A. It is understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that Contractor is an 
independent contractor and that no relationship of employer-employee exists between the 
County and Contractor.  Neither Contractor nor Contractor's assigned personnel shall be 
entitled to any benefits payable to employees of the County. Contractor hereby indemnifies 
and holds the County harmless from any and all claims that may be made against the 
County based upon any contention by any third party that an employer-employee 
relationship exists by reason of this Agreement or any services provided pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

 
B. It is further understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that neither Contractor 
nor Contractor's assigned personnel shall have any right to act on behalf of the County in 
any capacity whatsoever as an agent or to bind the County to any obligation whatsoever. 
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C. It is further understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that Contractor must 
issue any and all forms required by Federal and State laws for income and employment tax 
purposes, including W-2 and 941 forms, for all of Contractor's assigned personnel. 

 
XX. AMENDMENT 
 
This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by the County and Contractor.  
 
XXI. WAIVER 
 
The waiver by the County or any of its officers, agents or employees or the failure of the County 
or its officers, agents or employees to take action with respect to any right conferred by, or any 
breach of any obligation or responsibility of this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver of 
such obligation or responsibility, or subsequent breach of same, or of any terms, covenants or 
conditions of this Agreement. 
 
XXII. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
 
The person executing this Agreement on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that she/he 
has the requisite legal authority to enter into this Agreement on behalf of Contractor and to bind 
Contractor to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Both the person executing this 
Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the County is relying on this 
representation in entering into this Agreement. 
 
XXIII. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
 
Upon its execution, this Agreement (including all exhibits and attachments) shall be subject to 
disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act. 
 
XXIV. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

 
A. Where there is a doubt as to whether a provision of this document is a covenant or 
a condition, the provision shall carry the legal effect of both.  Should the County choose to 
excuse any given failure of Contractor to meet any given condition, covenant or obligation 
(whether precedent or subsequent), that decision will not be, or have the legal effect of, a 
waiver of the legal effect in subsequent circumstances of either that condition, covenant or 
obligation or any other found in this document.  All conditions, covenants and obligations 
continue to apply no matter how often County may choose to excuse a failure to perform 
them. 
 
B. Except where specifically stated otherwise in this document, the promises in this 
document benefit the County and Contractor only.  They are not intended to, nor shall they 
be interpreted or applied to, give any enforcement rights to any other persons (including 
corporate) which might be affected by the performance or non-performance of this 
Agreement, nor do the parties hereto intend to convey to anyone any “legitimate claim of 
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entitlement” with the meaning and rights that phrase has been given by case law. 
 
XXV. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the County and Contractor and 
supersedes all prior negotiations, representations, or agreements, whether written or oral.  In the 
event of a dispute between the parties as to the language of this Agreement or the construction or 
meaning of any term hereof, this Agreement shall be deemed to have been drafted by the parties 
in equal parts so that no presumptions or inferences concerning its terms or interpretation may be 
construed against any party to this Agreement. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first 
set forth above.  
 
CONTRACTOR     COUNTY OF YOLO 
 
By:___________________________   By:____________________________ 
RCH Group, Inc. Mary Vixie Sandy, Chair 
 Board of Supervisors 
 

   
 
 
Attest: 

       Julie Dachtler, Senior Deputy Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
By_______________________________ 

Deputy  (Seal) 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Eric May, Senior Deputy County Counsel 
 

 
  



[NOTE: the forms that follow are provided to assist you, but they are not part of the contract] 

 

 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION CERTIFICATE 

 
I am aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code that require every employer to be 
insured against liability for workers' compensation or to undertake self-insurance in accordance 
with the provisions of that code, and I will comply with such provisions before commencing any 
services required by this Agreement. 
 
The person executing this certificate on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that she has 
the requisite legal authority to do so on behalf of Contractor, both the person executing this 
Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the County is relying on this 
representation in entering into this Agreement. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
 

By: _______________________________ 
 

Paul Miller, Managing Principal 
 
 



[NOTE: the forms that follow are provided to assist you, but they are not part of the contract] 

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that in the performance of the work for which this 
Agreement is entered into, and for the duration of this Agreement, I shall not employ any person 
so as to become subject to the Workers' Compensation Laws of the State of California and that, 
should I intend to so employ any person at any time during the term of this Agreement, I shall 
promptly so notify the County of Yolo and provide proof of Workers' Compensation/Employers' 
liability insurance in an amount of not less than $1,000,000 for per accident for bodily injury or 
disease before employing any such person. 
 
Executed this ___ day of _________, 2025, at _______________________, California. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
 

By_______________________________ 
 

_________________________________ 
Print Name/Title 
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The County of Yolo is requesting proposals from qualified consultants and/or firms to:

(1) provide As-Needed, On-Call, CEQA Consulting Services for the County of Yolo,
Community Services Department, per scope of work, as outlined in this RFQ;

or

(2) provide As-Needed, On-Call, Land Use and Planning Consulting Services for the
County of Yolo, Community Services Department, per scope of work, as
outlined in this RFQ.

A Proposer may submit a response for either (1) or (2), or a joint proposal for both.

Proposers who submit a response to this RFQ must have the ability to meet the 
requirements for providing the consulting services they are submitting a proposal for, 
including complying with all the terms and conditions contained in this RFQ.

B. SYNONYMOUS TERMS
As used throughout this proposal and its attachments, the following terms are
synonymous:

a. a. Supplier, Vendor, Contractor, Firm, Consultant
b. Purchase Order, Contract, Agreement
c. Services, Work, Scope, and Project
d. Bidder, Offeror, Proposer
e. Beacon, Beacon Bid

2. “The County” refers to the County of Yolo, California.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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C. SCOPE OF WORK

1. PART 1 – FOR CEQA CONSULTANTS

a. General Description:
The County of Yolo is seeking to obtain consultants to provide the following 
services on an as-needed, on-call basis for Environmental Planning and 
Development Services.

Selected consultants and/or firms will be issued an “as-needed” contract for 
a period of three years.  As development projects arise within the County, 
consultants and/or firms will be contacted to quote specific tasks. There is 
no guarantee of any specific work being awarded.

b. Technical Specifications:
Consultant/Firm shall perform project tasks which tasks shall include, but 
are not limited to, the following:

i. Consultation on development projects, including meetings with 
County staff and Applicants;

ii. Various environmental services related to CEQA/NEPA 
compliance, environmental assessments, including Initial 
Studies and supporting documents that meet all of the 
requirements set forth in the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Public Resources Code 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA 
Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et 
seq.), and preparation and/or review of technical studies;

iii. Addressing environmental issues that result in a complete and 
legally adequate document in compliance with CEQA and the 
State CEQA Guidelines and other applicable laws;

iv. Completing environmental studies for discretionary 
development applications such as Use Permits, Tentative Maps, 
Rezones, and Specific Plans, including cannabis Use Permits;

v. Experience with CEQA analyses and review required for cannabis 
projects; 

vi. Project management; and
vii. Attendance at public hearings.

c. Minimum Requirements:
The selected Proposer (i.e., Contractor) shall meet the following
requirements:

i. Vendor shall have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience
performing the CEQA consulting services required in this RFQ, 
including environmental reviews prepared for the types of 
development applications anticipated in rural and agricultural 
Yolo County, including licensed cannabis uses.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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2. PART 2 – FOR LAND USE AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS

a. General Description:

The County of Yolo is seeking to obtain consultants to provide the following 
services on an as-needed, on-call basis for Land Use, Planning and 
Development Services.

Selected consultants and/or firms will be issued an “as-needed” contract for 
a period of three years. As development projects arise within the County, 
consultants and/or firms will be contacted to quote specific tasks. There is 
no guarantee of any specific work being awarded.

b. Technical Specifications:
Consultant/Firm shall perform project tasks which tasks shall include, but 
are not limited to, the following:

i. Consultation on discretionary development projects, including 
meetings with County staff and Applicants;

ii. Various services related to land use and Planning, including a 
demonstrable understanding of Planning and Zoning Laws, and 
other applicable laws;

iii. Processing discretionary development applications such as Use 
Permits, Tentative Maps, Rezones, and Specific Plans, including 
cannabis Use Permits;

iv. Planning-level project management services; 
v. Contract staff Planning support; and
vi. Attendance at public hearings.

c. Minimum Requirements:
The selected Proposer (i.e., Contractor) shall meet the following 
requirements:

i. Vendor shall have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience 
performing the Land Use and Planning services required in this 
RFQ, including processing the types of development applications 
anticipated in both rural and agricultural communities throughout 
Yolo County. This will include licensed cannabis uses.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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3. DELIVERABLES/ REPORTS

The Contractor(s) shall complete all tasks and reports required above within the 
County timeframes designated.

4. AWARDED CONTRACTOR(S) REQUIREMENTS
a. The successful awarded contractor(s) must supply all insurance 

requirements as required in Attachment 1.

b. CONTRACT TERM: Contractor(s) agrees to provide awarded items 
and/or services as specified in the RFQ document for a period of three 
(3) years from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2028.

The agreement may be extended by mutual consent for two (2) 
additional one-year renewal periods. Contract rates shall remain firm for 
the initial three-year term of the contract. See Price Escalation Terms in 
Section IV of this RFQ for potential price increases during the renewals.

5. PROPOSAL DEADLINE
Proposals shall be submitted no later than the Proposal Deadline time and date 
detailed in the Section II, RFQ Schedule of Events. Proposers shall respond to the 
written RFQ and any exhibits, attachments, or amendments. A Proposer's failure 
to submit a proposal as required before the deadline shall cause the proposal to 
be disqualified. Late proposals shall not be accepted nor shall additional time be 
granted to any potential Proposer.

6. SUBMITTING PROPOSALS
The required method of submitting your proposal is electronically through  Beacon 
Bid’s platform (https://www.beaconbid.com/solicitations/yolo-county/open).

It is the sole responsibility of the proposer to ensure their proposal reaches Beacon 
before the closing date and time. If you have any questions regarding the 
submittal of this proposal, please contact Beacon at 1-888-402-2231 or 
suppliersupport@beaconbid.com for vendor support.

Bidders/Offerors are cautioned to allow adequate time to ensure timely receipt of 
their proposals. The County is not responsible for any delays  of the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s proposal delivery. Late proposals shall not be accepted, nor shall 
additional time be granted to any potential Bidder/Offeror.

7. ADDENDA
Any additional information not included in this solicitation which the County finds 
necessary and material to responding to the RFQ will be posted as an addendum 
on Beacon. Answers to questions submitted through Beacon shall be considered 
addenda to the solicitation documents. 

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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II. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The following RFQ Schedule of Events represents the County’s best estimate of the 
schedule that shall be followed. Unless otherwise specified, the time of day for the 
following events shall be between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM., Pacific Time.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to adjust this schedule as it 
deems necessary. Notification of any adjustment to the Schedule of Events shall be 
provided to all vendors through Beacon. 

The County is not responsible for failure of the prospective Bidders/Offerors to check 
for any RFQ document updates, changes, or answers to questions posted on the 
Beacon website. Failure to periodically check the website will be at the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s sole risk.

EVENT DATE TIME

1 County Issues RFQ Thursday, 
January 23, 
2025

2 Deadline for Written Comments from Vendors
(Posted in Beacon)

Thursday, 
February 6,
2025

2:00pm

3 County Issues Responses to Written Comments Thursday, 
February 13,
2025

4 Deadline Proposals Due Thursday, 
February 20, 
2025

2:00pm 

5 County Completes Evaluations (Estimated) March 2025

6 Anticipated Contract Start Date based on Board 
Approval 

July 1, 2025

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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III. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION

A. RFQ COORDINATOR
The following RFQ Coordinator shall be the main point of contact for this RFQ:

RFQ Coordinator: Hiren Desai
Phone: (859) 420-6760
hiren@bluebloodconsulting.com

B. COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING THE RFQ
Upon release of this RFQ, all vendor communications concerning this procurement 
must be directed to the RFQ Coordinator named above, unless otherwise specified in 
this RFQ. Unauthorized contact regarding the RFQ with other County employees of 
the procuring county agency may result in disqualification.

Questions concerning this proposal, including specifications, requirements, terms 
and/or conditions of a solicitation, etc. should be submitted solely in writing online 
at: https://www.beaconbid.com/solicitations/yolo-county/open in the questions and 
answers section of the solicitation no later than the date and time noted above in the 
Section II. Schedule of Events Chart, Deadline for Written Comments Posted or per 
any changes to Schedule of Events as posted to Beacon.

The County is not responsible for failure of the prospective Bidders/Offerors to check 
for any solicitation document updates, changes, or answers to questions posted at 
the Beacon website. Failure to periodically check the website will be at the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s sole risk.

Any oral communications shall be considered unofficial and nonbinding on the County.

Any irregularities or lack of clarity in the RFQ should be brought to the attention of 
the County for correction or clarification.

C. PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS
The County shall not pay any costs associated with the preparation, submittal, or 
presentation of any proposal.

D. PROPOSAL WITHDRAWAL
To withdraw a proposal, the Vendor must submit a written request, signed by an 
authorized representative, to the RFQ Coordinator. After withdrawing a previously 
submitted proposal, the vendor may submit another proposal at any time up to the 
deadline for submitting proposals.

E. PROPOSAL AMENDMENT
The County shall not accept any amendments, revisions, or alterations to proposals 
after the deadline for proposal submittal unless the County formally requests such in 
writing.

F. PROPOSAL ERRORS
Proposers are liable for all errors or omissions contained in their proposals. Proposers 
shall not be allowed to alter proposal documents after the deadline for submitting a 
proposal.

EXHIBIT A
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G. PROHIBITION OF PROPOSER TERMS & CONDITIONS
A Proposer may not submit the Proposer's own contract terms and conditions in a 
response to this RFQ. If a proposal contains such terms and conditions, the County, 
at its sole discretion, may determine the proposal to be a nonresponsive counteroffer, 
and the proposal may be rejected.

H. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTING
The Contractor may not subcontract, transfer, or assign any portion of the contract 
without prior, written approval from the County. The County must approve each 
subcontractor in writing. The substitution of one subcontractor for another may be 
made only at the discretion of the County and with prior, written approval from the 
County.

Notwithstanding the use of approved subcontractors, the Proposer, if awarded a 
contract under this RFQ, shall be the prime contractor and shall be responsible for all 
work performed.

Contractor shall require each of its subcontractors of any tier to carry the 
aforementioned coverage, or Contractor may insure subcontractors under its own 
policy.

I. PROPOSAL OF ADDITIONAL SERVICES
If a Proposer indicates an offer of goods or services in addition to those required by 
and described in this RFQ, these additional goods or services may be added to the 
contract before contract signing at the sole discretion of the County.

J. INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION
A proposal shall be disqualified and rejected by the County if the price in the proposal 
was not arrived at independently without collusion, consultation, communication, or 
agreement as to any matter relating to such prices with any other Proposer, a County
employee, or any Competitor.

K. INSURANCE
The successful Contractor will be required to provide and maintain insurance as 
required and listed in Attachment 1 before commencing work on the contract.

L. LICENSURE
Before a contract pursuant to this RFQ is signed, the Proposer must hold all necessary, 
applicable business and professional licenses. The County may require any or all 
Proposers to submit evidence of proper licensure.

M. RFQ AMENDMENT AND CANCELLATION
The County reserves the unilateral right to amend this RFQ in writing at any time.
The County also reserves the right to cancel or reissue the RFQ at its sole discretion.
If an amendment is issued it shall be provided to all proposers through Beacon.
Proposers shall respond to the final written RFQ and any exhibits, attachments, and 
amendments.

N. RIGHT OF REJECTION
The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to reject any and all proposals 
or to cancel this RFQ in its entirety.

EXHIBIT A
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Any proposal received which does not meet the requirements of this RFQ may be 
considered to be nonresponsive, and the proposal may be rejected. Proposers must 
comply with all of the terms of this RFQ and all applicable State and County laws and 
regulations. The County may reject any proposal that does not comply with all of the 
terms, conditions, and performance requirements of this RFQ.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to waive variances in proposals 
provided such action is in the best interest of the County. Where the County waives 
minor variances in proposals, such waiver does not modify the RFQ requirements or 
excuse the proposer from full compliance with the RFQ. Notwithstanding any minor 
variance, the County may hold any Proposer to strict compliance with the RFQ.

O. DISCLOSURE OF PROPOSAL CONTENTS
All proposals become the property of the County, which is a public agency subject to 
the disclosure requirements of the California Public Records Act (CPRA, California 
Government Code §6250 and following). The CPRA contains limited exemptions. If 
you contend that any documents, as defined by the CPRA, are confidential or 
proprietary material and exempt from CPRA, these documents shall be clearly marked 
“Exempt from CPRA.” Proposer shall defend, indemnify and hold the County harmless 
against any claim, action or litigation (including but not limited to all judgments, costs, 
fees, and attorney’s fees) that may result from denial of a CPRA request. If Proposer 
does not respond to a CPRA request or agree to do so within five (5) days, the County 
may disclose the requested information under the CPRA.”

P. PROPOSAL EVALUATION PROCESS
The evaluation process is designed to award the procurement to the Proposer with 
the best combination of attributes based upon the evaluation criteria. 

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to request clarifications of 
proposals or to conduct discussions for the purpose of clarification with any or all 
Proposers. If clarifications are made as a result of such discussion, the Proposer shall 
put such clarifications in writing.

Q. AWARD OF PROPOSAL
Award will be made to the Proposer offering the most advantageous proposal after 
consideration of all Evaluation Criteria set forth below. This criterion is not listed in 
any order of preference. The County reserves the right to establish weight factors 
that will be applied to the criteria depending upon the order of importance. The County 
shall not be obligated to accept the lowest priced proposal, but will make an award in 
the best interests of the County after all factors have been evaluated.

EXHIBIT A
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Award Evaluation Criteria:

Criteria Documentation 
Source (Section V of 
RFQ)

Maximum
Points

Proposal Transmittal Letter Exhibit A Pass/Fail
Qualifications and Experience Exhibit B 35
Responsibility/Demonstrated Competence Exhibit C 10
References Exhibit D 15
Reasonableness of Fee Proposal Exhibit E 30
Other Factors Exhibit F 10
Evidence of Financial Stability Exhibit G Pass/Fail
Responsiveness/Responsibility (in general) Entire Proposal Pass/Fail

The County reserves the right to hold interviews/discussions with selected finalists, if 
it is in the best interest of the County to do so. If the County decides to move forward 
with interviews, a separate set of criteria points will be created and added to the total.

R. AWARD PROCESS
The County reserves the right to make an award without further discussion of any 
proposal submitted. Each proposal should be initially submitted on the most favorable 
terms the proposer can offer. The County reserves the right to negotiate and/or 
include a best and final offer stage to the process.

Notwithstanding, the county reserves the right to add terms and conditions, deemed 
to be in the best interest of the county, during final negotiations. Any such terms and 
conditions shall be within the scope of the RFQ and shall not affect the basis of 
proposal evaluations and will be incorporated in a purchase order.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to negotiate with the apparent 
best evaluated Proposer.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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IV. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

A. QUALIFICATIONS/INSPECTION
Proposals will only be considered from firms normally engaged in providing the types 
of commodities/services specified herein. The County reserves the right to inspect the 
Proposer’s facilities, equipment, personnel, and organization at any time, or take any 
other action necessary to determine Proposer’s ability to perform. The RFQ
Coordinator reserves the right to reject proposals where evidence or evaluation is 
determined to indicate inability to perform.

B. NON-WAIVER
The County’s failure to address errors or omissions in the proposals shall not 
constitute a waiver of any requirement of this RFQ by the County.

C. FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LAWS
The successful proposer must operate in conformity with all applicable, federal, state, 
and local laws, ordinances, orders, rules, and regulations pertaining to work. It is the 
responsibility of the awarded proposer to ensure that all permits and/or licensees 
required for operation are valid and current. Failure to comply with this provision may 
be cause to cancel any contract awarded, and award will be made to the next lowest, 
responsive, responsible proposer.

D. GOVERNING LAW
If an award is made, the contract will be made in the County of Yolo and shall be 
governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. Any 
action relating to the Contract shall be instituted and prosecuted in the courts of Yolo 
County, California.

E. NON-DISCRIMINATION
There shall be no discrimination as to race, sex, color, creed, age or national origin in 
the operations conducted under any resulting contract.

F. PUBLIC AGENCY
It is intended that other public agencies (i.e., city, special district, public authority, 
public agency and other political subdivisions of the State of California) shall have the 
option to participate in any agreement created as a result of this RFQ with the same 
terms and conditions specified, including pricing. The County shall incur no financial 
responsibility in connection with a purchase order from another public agency. The 
public agency shall accept sole responsibility for placing orders and making payment 
to the vendor.

G. ADDITIONAL PURCHASES
Following the award, the County may dispense with separate bidding for additional 
purchases of like item(s) from the successful Proposer within a twelve (12) month 
period from the initial purchase date provided that the Vendor agrees to provide the 
like item(s) at the same discounted price and under the same terms and conditions 
as the previous award.
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H. EXTENSIONS
The County reserves the right to extend any contract past the end term date upon 
mutual agreement and under the same pricing, terms and conditions for continual 
service and supplies while a new contract is being solicited, evaluated and/or awarded 
for a period not to exceed six (6) months.

I. PRICE ESCALATION
All prices are firm for the initial three (3) year term of the contract. The Contractor 
may request to raise prices in accordance with the California Consumer Price (CPI-W, 
US City Average, All Items; NSA) Index for each of the one-year renewal 
periods/extensions. The increase in price shall remain firm for the entire renewal
term. The County reserves the right to accept or reject the request for a price increase 
within ten (10) business days of the written request.

J. INVOICES AND PAYMENT TERMS
Invoices are to be mailed to the County department(s) specified on the resulting 
purchase order, blanket purchase order or contract. All invoices must include the 
purchase order number, blanket purchase order number, or contract number, product 
description and reference to back ordered items. Failure to comply may result in 
delayed payments.

The County will make payment on a Net 30-day basis unless a cash discount of one-
half percent (1/2%) or greater, which amounts to $2.50 or more, is allowed for 
payment within not less than twenty (20) days. The payment term shall begin on the 
date the merchandise is inspected, delivered and accepted by the County, or on the 
date a correct invoice is received in the office specified in the order, whichever is 
later. Prompt payment discounts shall be considered earned if payment is postmarked 
or personally delivered within the prescribed term. The beginning date described 
above shall be considered day zero for the purposes of counting days in the prescribed 
term.

K. COMPLIANCE
Late, incomplete, incorrect deliveries or excessive backorders will be documented, 
and performance evaluated when considering contract continuation or extension. 
Inaccurate or erroneous billing will also be documented and monitored for the purpose 
of evaluating performance when considering continuation or extension of contract. 
Failure to meet quoted delivery timeframes, or inaccurate or erroneous invoices (as 
determined by the Purchasing Department) may be cause for the County to cancel 
the balance of the awarded purchase order and award will be made to the next lowest 
proposer. Failure to receive County concurrence for substitutions or alternates will be 
documented and considered when evaluating continuation or extension of contract.

L. DEFAULT
In case of default by the awarded proposer, the County may procure the goods or 
services from another source and may recover the loss occasioned thereby from any 
unpaid balance due the selected proposer, or by any other legal means available to 
the County. The County may also ban selected proposer up to two years from future 
solicitations for default.
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M. TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE
The County reserves the right, in its best interest as determined by the County, to 
cancel any contract by giving written notice to the Contractor thirty (30) days prior 
to the effective date of such cancellation.

N. CANCELLATION FOR UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS
The obligation of the County for payment to a Contractor is limited to the availability 
of funds appropriated in a current fiscal period, and continuation of the contract into 
a subsequent fiscal period is subject to appropriation of funds, unless otherwise 
authorized by law.

O. ASSIGNMENT/TRANSFER/SUBCONTRACTING
Awarded Contractor shall not assign, transfer, or subcontract any portion of the 
contract without the express written consent of the department. Any award issued 
pursuant to this RFQ, and the monies, which may become due hereunder, are not 
assignable without the prior written approval of the County.

P. F.O.B. POINT
All prices quoted shall be F.O.B destination, freight prepaid (proposer pays and bears 
freight charges, proposer owns goods in transit and files any claims), excluding sales 
tax. The County is exempt from Federal Excise and Transportation taxes.

Q. PROTESTS
The County encourages Suppliers to resolve issues regarding requirements or the 
procurement process through written correspondence and discussions. The County is 
committed to fostering relationships with its Suppliers to encourage an ongoing 
pursuit to fulfill requirements.

1) Protest Procedures:
All protests shall be typed under the protester’s letterhead and submitted in 
accordance with the provisions stated herein. Protests may be submitted by 
mail or by electronic mail. Protests submitted by facsimile will not be accepted.
All protests must be addressed and submitted to both the RFQ Coordinator of 
this solicitation and the Manager of Procurement. All protests shall include at a 
minimum the following information:

a. The name, address, and telephone number of the Protester;
b. The signature of the Protester or Protester’s representative;
c. The solicitation title and due date;
d. Name of County employee designated as the RFQ/IFB Coordinator;
e. Identification of the statute or procedure that is alleged to have been 

violated;
f. A detailed statement identifying the legal and/or factual grounds of the 

protest and all documentation supporting the vendor’s position;
g. The form of relief requested.
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The contact information for the Manager of Procurement is as follows:

Manager of Procurement
Yolo County Department of General Services
120 W Main St., Ste. G
Woodland, CA 95695

Protester’s failure to comply with these procedures shall constitute a waiver of 
any right to further the RFQ Protest and shall constitute a failure to exhaust 
administrative remedies.

The Manager of Procurement will review the materials in connection with the 
protest, assess the merits of the protest, and provide a written decision on the 
protest. The Manager of Procurement’s decision is final.

If it is determined the protest is frivolous, the party originating the protest may 
be determined to be irresponsible and may be ineligible for future contracts.

2) Protest of RFQ Specifications/Requirements/Terms & Conditions:
Companies who are concerned regarding irregularities or lack of clarity in 
specifications, requirements, terms and/or conditions of a solicitation should 
be brought to the attention of the County. Notice shall be provided prior to the
closing date and time of the designated “question and answer period” of the 
proposal noted above in the Section II. Schedule of Events Chart, item#3 
Deadline for Written Comments Posted on Beacon.

Notice must be clearly marked “Notice of Protest of
Specifications/Requirements/Terms & Conditions.” No requests for 
protests of solicitation specifications, requirements, terms and/or conditions
shall be considered after the deadline stated above.

Companies who fail to do so forfeit all rights to protest a solicitation or any 
subsequent award based on the specifications, requirements, terms or 
conditions of this solicitation. In the event of the protest for specifications, 
requirements, terms and/or conditions is denied and the protester wishes to 
continue in the solicitation process they must still submit a bid/proposal prior 
to the close of the solicitation.

3) Protest of Disqualification:
Initial evaluations will determine if proposals have met the minimal 
requirements as indicated in this RFQ. Notices will be sent to all companies who 
have been disqualified for not meeting the minimal requirements. Should a 
company disagree with the determination, notice of disagreement must be 
received within five (5) working days of date of notice identifying areas that 
are in question and how the company met the minimal requirements. Notice 
must be clearly marked “Notice of Disagreement.” Companies who fail to 
do so forfeit all rights in the protest process. It is at the county’s discretion at 
the department level to make final determinations for all disqualified protests.
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4) Protest of Award of Contract:
In protests related to the award of a contract, the protest must be received by 
e-mail or hard copy no later than 4:00 PM Pacific Time five (5) business days 
after the notice of the proposed contract. Notice must be clearly marked 
“Notice of Protest of Award of Contract.” A review may be granted if the 
protest is received within the specified time and the firm/person submitting the 
protest is a Bidder/Offeror.

Throughout the review process, the County has no obligation to delay or 
otherwise postpone an award of a contract based on a protest.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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V. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF PROPOSAL

A. SUBMITTING PROPOSALS

The required method of submitting your proposal is electronically through Beacon. It 
is the sole responsibility of the proposer to ensure their proposal reaches Beacon 
before the closing date and time. If you have any questions regarding the submittal 
of this proposal, please contact Beacon at 1-888-402-2231 or 
suppliersupport@beaconbid.com for vendor support.

Late proposals shall not be accepted, nor shall additional time be granted to any 
potential Proposer.

B. REQUIRED PROPOSAL SUBMITTALS
The submittals requested shall be included with the proposal response. Failure to 
include required submittals may be cause for rejection of your proposal. The following 
are required for your proposal to be considered and must be labeled with the 
following:

IMPORTANT: Tailor your proposal response to the specific category of services you 
are applying for (i.e., CEQA Consulting or Land Use and Planning Consulting as 
described in the Scope of Work Section of this RFQ).  

If applying for both categories of services in one joint proposal, please clearly label 
and provide separate and distinct information for each category of services (for 
example: for references, complete an Exhibit D for each category – one for CEQA and 
one for Land Use and Planning).

1) Exhibit “A” - Proposal Transmittal Letter

a. The proposal transmittal letter shall be signed by an official authorized to 
solicit business and enter into contracts for the Proposer. The cover letter 
should include the name, address, email address, and phone number of the 
authorized business contact.

b. If the Proposer is submitting in conjunction with a subcontractor, information 
on the subcontractor shall also be included.

2) Exhibit “B” – Qualifications and Experience

In this section, the Proposer shall provide the following:
a. A description summarizing Proposer/s experience over the past five years in 

performing similar services to those requested in Section I.C. of this RFQ.
b. For commitments or projects referenced in the statement of experience and 

qualifications,  list the involvement of the Project Manager and other 
proposed key personnel, such as Contract Staff.

c. A statement demonstrating an understanding of the services desired by the 
County, and the general approach required for providing related services, 
including:
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i. For CEQA Services: preparation of Initial Studies, 
Negative/Mitigated Negative Declarations, and Environmental 
Impact Reports, including a description of all activities associated 
with the planning, coordination, and reporting during a CEQA
review process.

ii. For Land Use and Planning Services: a description of all activities 
associated with the planning, coordination, and reporting during 
a discretionary application review process. 

d. A statement identifying the personnel likely to be assigned to projects for 
Yolo County. Vendor shall identify key staff including Project Managers,
Contract Staff Planners, other Key Personnel and their qualifications, 
including resumes.

e. A statement identifying the firm’s ability to produce the required product in 
a timely fashion and the ability to present any necessary reports or studies 
to elected officials and/or the general public.

f. A brief description of the firm's experience and history in meeting tight 
project deadlines.

g. A brief description of the firm's ability to control project budgets.

3) Exhibit “C” – Responsibility/Demonstrated Competence
a. List instances within the past five (5) years, if any, where Consultant has 

defaulted on a contract. Provide an explanation of the reason for the default 
for each instance. 

b. List instances, if any, when your firm has been suspended or debarred by 
any government agency. Provide an explanation of the reason for the 
suspension or debarment for each instance.

c. List all claims made in the past five (5) years against your company 
concerning your company’s work on a project that have been filed in court 
or gone to arbitration.

d. Have you ever been terminated from any project due to a contract dispute 
or claim filed against your company? If yes, please explain.

e. Describe the process by which your firm resolves problems with clients.
f. Provide a statement of conflict you, your firm, and/or other key staff may 

have regarding these services. The statement should not only include actual 
conflicts, but also any working relationships that may be perceived by 
disinterested parties as a conflict. If no potential conflicts of interest are 
identified, so state in your proposal.

4) Exhibit “D” - References

a. Please complete Exhibit D (Previous Customer Reference Form).
b. Provide references from three (3) different municipal agencies, including 

rural and agriculturally dominant areas, served by the consultant during the 
past five (5) years, for projects similar in size and scope. Include the name, 
email address and telephone number for a contact person from each 
reference, and the date range for which the services were rendered for each
client contact. The County reserves the right to contact any references 
listed, if it is in the County’s best interest to do so. 

c. Preference will be given for references with California state or local 
government agencies.

d. References cannot be from any individuals on behalf of Yolo County itself.
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5) Exhibit “E” – Fee Proposal
Proposer shall provide a list of rates which shall be inclusive of all costs 
associated with work likely to be assigned the firm related to tasks stated in 
this RFQ, including but not limited to personnel, administrative overhead, 
printing costs, attendance at meetings, travel, etc.

6) Exhibit “F”- Other Factors
In order to properly assess vendor availability, each firm shall provide a list of 
current commitments for the relevant category of services you are applying for
(i.e., CEQA or Land Use and Planning), which are currently being handled by 
vendor’s firm, including how many of the commitments are the responsibility 
of the Project Manager named in the proposal.

7) Exhibit “G”- Evidence of Financial Stability 

a. Proposers must provide the following financial data demonstrating financial 
stability:

i. If the Proposer is an audited organization, please provide the last 
three (3) years of audited financial statements (in US dollars) for your 
organization and identify which entity audited the statements. If such 
information is not available in whole or in part, please explain why.

ii. All Proposers must provide sufficient information to enable the 
County to determine that the Proposer’s financial health and 
capability are sufficient to meet the anticipated contractual and usage 
requirements of any resulting agreement. The County is the sole 
judge for making a determination about Proposer’s financial stability 
and may request additional information, if it is in the best interest of 
the County to do so.

8) Exhibit “H” - Signature Page
a. Vendor shall complete and sign the County signature page form. 

9) Exhibit “I” - Non-Collusion Non-Conflict of Interest Statement 
a. Vendor shall complete and sign the County form.

10) Exhibit “J” - Exceptions to Agreement
a. Vendor shall include a statement that the appropriate personnel have 

reviewed the Sample Agreement in the submitted proposal. Vendor shall 
complete and sign the Certification of Exception to RFQ Documents form.

C.  REQUIRED PROPOSAL FORMAT

1. The Proposer(s) are required to prepare their written proposals in accordance 
with the instructions outlined below. Deviations from these instructions may be 
construed as non-responsive and may be cause for disqualification. Emphasis 
should be placed on accuracy, completeness, and clarity of content.

2. The format and content of the Proposal are as follows:
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a. If provided, use any forms included in the Exhibits as well as 
the requirements listed above. All other submitted pages are to be 
single-spaced typed pages with one-inch margins.

b. Identify the Exhibit Category of the proposal, Proposal number and 
Proposer name on every page submitted.

c. All pages must be numbered sequentially.

[END OF DOCUMENT: PLEASE SEE ALL RELATED ATTACHMENTS AND 
EXHIBITS AS NOTED IN THE TABLE OF CONTENTS.]
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Prime Consultant Subconsultant Subconsultant Subconsultant
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Table 1
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Appendix to Exhibit B
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Paul Miller, M.S. Managing Principal/Project Manager/Senior Air Quality and Noise Scientist,

Dan Jones, Deputy Project Manager/Air Quality and Noise Specialist,
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Mike Ratte, Senior Air Quality Scientist, 

Luis Rosas, Environmental Associate/Noise Analyst,
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Dan Sicular, PH.D., Senior Project Manager, 

Jeff Harvey, PH.D., Senior Project Manager, 
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ECORP Consulting, Inc. (ECORP)
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Molly Enloe, Biological Resources/Regulatory Permitting Task Manager, Principal Biologist

Brian Marks, Ph.D., RPA– Cultural Resources Task Manager/Senior Archaeologist,
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Abrams Associates Traffic Engineering, Inc. (Abrams)

Stephen Abrams, President,

Cache Creek Casino Destination Resort Project (Phase III) Traffic Impact Study - 

Howald Property Traffic Impact Study, Knights Landing

Woodland Service Station Project Traffic Impact Study 

Story Subdivision Traffic Impact Study, Esparto
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Sutro Science, LLC (Sutro)

Licensing of Commercial 
Cannabis in Mendocino County Project 

Peter Hudson, Principal, Senior Geologist, 
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Justin Taplin, Principal, Senior Environmental Scientist, 

EXHIBIT B



EXHIBIT B



Paul Miller 

CEQA Team Leadership and Collaboration

Project Manager and Senior Air Quality Reviewer of Energy Projects for California Public
Utilities Commission:

Cannabis Projects: 

Senior Noise Analyst and Reviewer
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Dan Jones

Residential/Commercial Educational:
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Waste Management: 

Energy: 

Water Conveyance: 

Restoration/Recreational: 

Quarrying: 

Education 

Professional Affiliations 
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Dan Sicular, Ph.D./Page 2 
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Dan Sicular, Ph.D./Page 3 
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Molly Enloe
Principal Biologist/Project Manager

Ms. Enloe has over 30 years of experience as a biological resource professional, specializing in endangered 
species and wetland compliance, biological assessment, CEQA/NEPA documentation, and environmental 
permitting.  Ms. Enloe has prepared biological resource evaluations and impact assessments for a wide 
variety of projects, from General Plans/Specific Plans to commercial and residential developments, 
transportation and infrastructure projects, and recreational facilities.  She has performed biological surveys, 
implemented mitigation and monitoring programs, and performed environmental data collection and 
analysis for projects throughout California and parts of Nevada.  Her species experience includes western 
burrowing owl, California spotted owl, Swainson’s hawk, San Joaquin kit fox, blunt-nosed leopard lizard, 
desert tortoise, California tiger salamander, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and vernal pool crustaceans.  
Ms. Enloe is experienced in meeting the requirements of multiple agencies, including state and federal 
resource agencies as well as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control Boards, 
Caltrans, and Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. She is also familiar with all phases of environmental 
remediation, having led the cleanup of several contaminated ecological sites for the U.S. Air Force. 

Education

B.S., Environmental and Systematic Biology, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo

Masters level coursework in ecology and environmental science, California State University, Sacramento

Registrations, Certifications, Permits and Affiliations

Member, Sacramento-Shasta Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Member, WTS International (Women in Transportation)

Professional Experience

Upper Canal Reliability Project, El Dorado County – Georgetown Public Utility District (2023-
ongoing).  Biological Resources Task Manager for a proposed irrigation canal upgrade project designed to 
improve water supply and reliability.  ECORP conducted a literature review, performed biological field 
surveys, and prepared the Biological Resources Assessment in support of the project’s CEQA 
documentation.  ECORP also prepared the 1602 permit application and 404 permit exemption request, and 
provided technical inputs to the Biological Assessment for the Bureau of Reclamation’s Section 7 
consultation. The BA evaluated potential project effects on California spotted owl, California red-legged 
frog, foothill yellow-legged frog, northwestern pond turtle, and developed recommendations to avoid and 
minimize adverse effects. 

School Closure/Consolidation Program, Amador County – Amador County Unified School District as 
a Subconsultant to PlaceWorks (2023-ongoing).  Biological Resources task manager for a project to 
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consolidate educational services at three school campuses in Amador County, CA.  ECORP performed 
biological site inspections, conducted special-status plant surveys, and prepared the Biological Resources 
Assessment to support the CEQA documentation for the project.   

UC Villages Annexation Project, Merced County – City of Merced as a Subconsultant to DeNovo 
Planning Group (2023-ongoing).  Project Manager for providing biological resources services for a 37-
acre mixed-use commercial and apartment/student housing development located near the UC Merced 
campus.  ECORP conducted a literature review, performed biological field surveys, and prepared the 
Biological Resources Assessment for the project. 

Lodge at Yosemite South, Community of Oakhurst – Madera County as a Subconsultant to 
Benchmark Resources (2023-ongoing).  Project Manager responsible for providing biological resources 
services for this 39-acre resort-style camping and RV facility near the entrance to Yosemite Park.  ECORP 
conducted a peer review of the Biological Resources Assessment, provided input for additional studies 
needed to support the environmental documentation, and is preparing the biological resources section of 
the Environmental Impact Report. 

MID Creek Maintenance Projects, Merced County – Merced Irrigation District (2024-ongoing).  
Project manager for providing biological resources support services for proposed creek maintenance 
activities at three Merced Irrigation District gauging stations.  ECORP conducted biological sites surveys, 
special-status plants surveys, and an aquatic resources delineation; prepared Biological Resources 
Assessments; and conducted environmental permitting for the three sites.  

Porter Creek Pipeline Crossing Project, Yuba County – Browns Valley Irrigation District (2023-
ongoing).  Responsible for conducting the environmental permitting under Sections 404 and 401 of the 
Clean Water Act and Section 1602 of the California Fish and Game Code for the installation of a proposed 
irrigation pipeline through Porter Creek in Yuba County.  The project involved replacement of several miles 
of open ditch with underground piping to reduce water loss and increase system efficiency. 

Grantline 220 Development Project, Sacramento County – Lennar Homes and AKT Development 
(2021-Ongoing). Project Manager responsible for overseeing biological resources implementation tasks 
for this 220-acre mixed-use development Project comprising a portion of the 1,200-acre SunCreek Specific 
Plan area in eastern Sacramento County. ECORP conducted preconstruction surveys, biological monitoring, 
and water quality monitoring in compliance with SSHCP avoidance and minimization measures and the 
terms and conditions of the Project’s 404, 401 and 1602 permits. Species of concern included tricolored 
blackbird, Swainson’s hawk, western burrowing owl, and other SSHCP covered species. 

French Bar Bridge Replacement Project, Amador County – City of Jackson as a Subconsultant to 
WGA (2023). Project manager responsible for overseeing implementation of all environmental permitting 
conditions related to biological resources during construction of a new 40-foot long span bridge of South 
Fork Jackson Creek on French Bar Road.  Project tasks included preconstruction surveys, biological 
monitoring, and preparation of permit notifications and monitoring reports. 
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Brian S. Marks, Ph.D.
Senior Archaeologist

Dr. Marks is a professional archaeologist with extensive experience conducting and leading archaeological 
surveys, overseeing excavations, authoring reports and publications, and managing cultural resources 
monitoring programs throughout California. He has been performing archaeological and lithic analysis 
since 1997 and has been leading archaeological investigations both terrestrially and underwater since 2001. 
Dr. Marks continues to develop and adapt the methodology within a cultural resource management 
context to address research questions and eligibility. He has experience training and mentoring staff in 
field methods, technical report writing, specialized lab methods, and by working with other disciplines, such 
as biologist, geologists, environmental scientists, engineers, and GIS, he has developed a well-rounded 
holistic approach to cultural resources and site formation processes. He has experience with 
geoarchaeological studies, osteological analysis, trenching, coring, and soils analysis. He has experience 
working for private, local, county, state, and federal clients on a variety of projects in accordance with local, 
state, and national preservation guidelines, including the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106.  

Education

Ph.D., Anthropology, Florida State University, Tallahassee. 
M.S., Anthropology, Florida State University, Tallahassee.
B.S. Individual Major - Underwater Archaeology, University of California, Davis

Registrations, Certifications, Permits and Affiliations

Register of Professional Archaeologist #15173 – Joined in 2005, Exp. 12/2024 
Society for American Archaeology – Joined in 2000, Exp. 12/2024 
Society for California Archaeology – Joined in 2011, Exp.12/2024 

Professional Experience

Knights Landing Ridge Cut Erosion Repair Program, Yolo County – Knights Landing Ridge Drainage 
District (2021-Ongoing). Principal Investigator for conducting background research, directed and 
participated in field work, wrote the inventory and evaluation report, and recommended avoidance 
measures for known cultural resources in the vicinity of the project to comply with CEQA, NEPA, and 
Section 106 requirements. The Knights Landing Ridge District developed a phase approach to conduct 
repairs along the Knights Landing Ridge Cut in Yolo County.   

5th Street Bridge Replacement, Yuba City & City of Marysville, Yuba County – City of Yuba City 
(2017-2019). Principal Investigator responsible for assisting in the preparation of the Supplemental 
Historic Property Survey Report, Extended Phase I Proposal, Extended Phase I Report, CEQA Addendum, 
and NEPA Revalidation Documentation. Dr. Marks also coordinated with the Client, Caltrans, Native 
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American tribal governments, and other regulatory agencies. This project replaced the 5th Street Bridge 
over the Feather River and improved approach roadways to the bridge. The 5th Street Bridge is a major 
arterial connector between the Cities of Yuba and Marysville. The project constructed a new four lane 
bridge over the Feather River, expanded 5th Street from two lanes to four, and improved the 5th Street and 
J Street intersection. The project also included a Class I multi-use trail over the river, providing pedestrian 
and bicycle access over the river between Yuba City and Marysville.  

Travis Air Force Base Water Transformation Project, Solano County – Travis Air Force Base (2021-
Ongoing). Principal Investigator who conducted background research, directed field work, and wrote the 
inventory report to comply with NEPA and Section 106 requirements. As part of the environmental 
documentation for the Travis Air Force Base Water Transformation Project, a new pipe was to be installed 
from a new well in the base-owned Cypress Lakes Golf Course to water storage facilities in the northern 
portion of the base. 

Rancho Del Oro, Placer County – Tsakopoulos Investments, LLC (2013-Ongoing).  Senior 
Archaeologist who joined this long term project in 2021 and, once construction started, implemented 
mitigation measures, coordinated cultural monitoring of ground-disturbing activity, coordinated with other 
environmental disciplines, and was integral in a bioswale redesign to avoid impacts to a historic property. 
As part of a housing development project, Tsakopoulos Investments, LLC is developing an approximately 
120-acre vacant piece of land for home builders

Mammoth Pool Reservoir Recreation Facilities Rehabilitation Project, Mammoth Pool Reservoir, 
Madera County – Southern California Edison (2020). Principal Investigator and archaeologist who 
conducted background research, directed and participated in the field work, and wrote the initial findings 
report to the Sierra National Forest (SNF) as part of NEPA regulations. As part of Southern California 
Edison’s agreement with the SNF, they needed to rehabilitate four recreational facilities on Mammoth Pool 
Reservoir 

E. Rio Bonito Road Bridge across Hamilton Slough, Butte County – Butte County (2017-2019).
Principal Investigator/Environmental Planner. This project will replace two bridges on East Rio Bonito Road,
the Sutter Butte Canal Bridge and the Hamilton Slough Bridge. The existing Hamilton Slough Bridge,
constructed in 1930, is a narrow 18’ wide two-lane bridge. The three-span bridge is a cast-in-place
reinforced concrete “T” beam. The replacement structure will be an approximately 50-foot long, two span,
cast-in-place reinforced concrete slab bridge. The new bridge will be moved east of the existing bridge
location by approximately 65 feet to better match the roadway alignment. Dr. Marks was responsible for
identification of cultural resources and documentation of all cultural resources within the project area. Dr.
Marks also handled all environmental documentation included the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration and completing the permit applications for the Section 401, Section 404, Section 1602 permits.
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STEPHEN ABRAMS
President, T.E.

Time with Company
Education
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Abrams Associates
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING, INC.

Bayshore 
Corridor Transit System Planning Study, SF Comprehensive Bicycle Plan, Gavilan 
Community College Master Plan, Lower Fillmore Revitalization Project Traffic and 
Parking Plan, Union City General Plan/Redevelopment Plan Update.
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Abrams Associates
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING, INC.

Stephen Abrams’ School Projects

Private School Clients

Silicon Valley Flex Academy, Morgan Hill
Summit Public Schools, Sunnyvale
John Henry High School, Richmond
Celebration School, Brentwood 
Moreau Catholic High School, Hayward 
De La Salle/Carondelet High Schools, 
Concord
Benito Juarez Elementary, Richmond
Ecole Bilingue de Berkeley
Making Waves Charter School, Richmond
East Bay Innovation Academy, Oakland
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts,
Walnut Creek 
KLA School, Walnut Creek
Kid Time Pre-School, Walnut Creek
Berean Christian High School  

Prospect Sierra School, El Cerrito
The Windrush School, El Cerrito
Challenger Schools, Danville 
Challenger Schools, San Jose
The Quarry Lane School, Dublin 
De Vry Institute of Technology, Fremont
The St. Thomas Moore School, SF 
Highlands Christian School, Brisbane 
The Pleasant Hill Christian School
The Blue Oaks School, Napa
Growing Tree Pre-School, Lafayette
Las Trampas School, Lafayette 
The Center Way School, Danville
The Athenian School, Danville 
Mountain Boulevard Pre-School, Oakland
International Boulevard School, Oakland 
Danville Montessori
Children’s Creative Learning Center, 
Redwood City 
The Evergreen School, San Jose
Rockridge Montessori, Oakland
West Oakland Charter School, Oakland
Early Learning Institute, Palo Alto 
Springfield Montessori, Walnut Creek
Chinese Christian School, Alameda
St. John Preschool, Orinda 
St. Perpetua School, Lafayette 
Lighthouse Community School, Oakland
Rockridge Little School, Oakland
New Hope Charter School, Sacramento
Learn and Play Montessori, Union City

Public School Clients

Westwood Elementary School, Concord 
Rodeo Hills Elementary, Rodeo 
Albany Middle School 
Longfellow Middle School, Berkeley 
Drake High School, San Rafael 
Alhambra High School, Martinez 
De Anza High School, Richmond 
Berkeley High School 
San Ramon High School 
Carquinez Middle School, Crockett 
John Swett High School, Crockett 
Rancho Cotate High School, Rohnert Park 
UC Berkeley 
UCSF Medical Center 
Gavilan Community College, Gilroy 
West Contra Costa Unified School District 

Cameron Elementary School 
Castro Elementary School 
Fairmount Elementary School 
Harding Elementary School 
Madera Elementary School 
Valley View Elementary School 
Murphy Elementary School 
Montalvin Manor Elementary School 
Olinda Elementary School 
Bayview Elementary School 
Mira Vista Elementary School 
Nystrom Elementary School 
Kensington Elementary School 
Hercules Elementary School 
Verde Elementary School 
Ford Elementary School 
Sheldon Elementary School 
Hercules Middle School 
Portola Middle School 
El Cerrito High School 
Hercules Elementary School 
Pinole Valley High School 
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Justin is a skilled and effective scientist, technical manager, and strategic thinker. He brings more than 20
years of experience applying broad expertise in hydrology, water quality, and water resource regulation to 
the environmental review and compliance process. He acts as technical manager, senior reviewer, and lead 
author for large-scale, often contentious, complex program- and project-level Environmental Impact Reports, 
Environmental Impact Statements, and other documents pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As technical manager, he routinely 
coordinates with engineering and technical sub-consultants with expertise in a variety of fields such as 
stormwater retention and conveyance, stormwater treatment and Low Impact Development (LID) design,
hydromodification, and water quality to produce comprehensive and defensible environmental assessments 
and implementable mitigation strategies. Prior to co-founding Sutro Science LLC, Justin worked at 
Environmental Science Associates from 2007 to 2015 as a technical manager contributing to a wide range of 
aggregate/mining, industrial, development, water supply, energy production, and infrastructure projects.  

Education and Certifications
M.S. Environmental Management. University of San Francisco, California.
B.S. (Hons) Biological Sciences. University of Westminster, UK.

Certified Fisheries Professional (#3146), American Fisheries Society
Advanced CEQA Workshop. AEP, 2015. 
CEQA Case Law Updates, Issues, Trends. Sohagi Law Group, 2010. 
Stormwater Regulations in CA. NWET, September 2009.
Management of Water in CA. UC Berkeley Extension, 2008.

Relevant Project Experience
Yolo County Central Landfill Project EIR, Yolo County, CA. The Yolo County Department of 
Community Services, Division of Integrated Waste Management (DIWM) is preparing an EIR to assess 
major changes to the design and operation of the 473-acre Yolo County Central Landfill (YCCL). The 
Project includes changes to the YCCL to extend the site life through new operational methodologies, such as 
new stormwater treatment facilities, discharge of stormwater to off-site receiving waters, a large scale 
floating solar project on a water storage reservoir, and a new Class 2 Surface Impoundment. Justin is 
responsible for assessing all surface water hydrologic and water quality impacts of the Project, including 
those associated with a potential future soil borrow site for cover material that has not yet been identified. 
Key issues include proposed stormwater discharge to Willow Slough Bypass; currently stormwater is 
discharged with extracted groundwater to a land application area.  

Yolo County Cold Storage Facility Project IS/MND, Yolo County, CA. The Yolo County Department of 
Community Services prepared an IS/MND to assess impacts associated with a proposed 223,814 square foot 
cold storage facility on a 14.89-acre parcel. The project is located within the floodplain for Cache Creek and 
within a 100-year flood hazard zone designated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
flooding of the site is anticipated to occur on a once-in-20-year to once-in-30-year recurrence interval due to 
limited flood flow conveyance capacity in Lower Cache Creek. An on-site water supply well and a 
stormwater detention basin were also proposed as part of the project. Justin conducted all analyses related to
hydrology, water quality, groundwater, stormwater treatment and management, and flooding. Key 
environmental considerations included altered flood dynamics and project consistency with Yolo County 
requirements for development within a flood hazard zone. 
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Sargent Ranch Quarry EIR, Santa Clara County, CA. Sargent Ranch Partners, LLC proposes to develop 
a 298-acre sand and gravel surface mining operation within a 403-acre site. Over the proposed 30-year 
mining operation, portions of the site would be reclaimed upon completion of each phase of the quarry 
operation with final reclamation at the end of the project’s life. Justin provided senior technical expertise and 
oversight of scoping impacts, assessment approach, technical document peer review, and CEQA analysis 
related to hydrology and water quality. Key environmental considerations included assessing substantially 
altered onsite drainage patterns for impacts related to hydromodification and flooding as well as providing 
peer review of applicant provided drainage and stormwater treatment design.

San Francisco International Airport (SFO) Shoreline Protection Program (SPP) EIR, San Francisco 
Planning Department, CA. SFO is within a Special Flood Hazard Area and could be inundated during a 
100-year flood. Sea-level rise will exacerbate future flood hazards. The SPP would install a new 8-mile-long
shoreline protection system around SFO that would comply with current Federal Emergency Management
Administration requirements for flood protection and would incorporate protection from future sea-level rise.
The design includes 16 distinct reaches based on shoreline orientation, foreshore conditions, and landside
conditions. Justin was technical manager and lead author supporting preparation of the EIR. Justin evaluated
all near-shore water quality impacts related to construction and long-term impacts to coastal hydraulics from
an altered Bay shoreline. Key issues include coastal hydraulic and erosion impacts, dredging and open water
fill in the San Francisco Bay, impacts to shoreline wetland areas, and a unique regulatory environment for
water quality and hydrology.

Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement Project EIR/EIS, Daly City, CA. Justin worked with Daly 
City and San Francisco Public Utilities to provide CEQA/NEPA documentation, and hydrologic and water 
quality technical support for a project that proposes to address storm-related residential flooding in the basin 
while beneficially re-using storm water for management of Lake Merced. Justin designed and implemented 
water quality investigations (including a water quality sampling program) related to Basin Plan, 303d, and 
NPDES issues and was lead author and analyst for the hydrology and water quality section of the EIR/EIS. 
Key issues included stormwater re-use impacts to lake water quality and stratification dynamics, fisheries 
habitat, coastal erosion impacts from and sea level rise resilience of outfall structures, Operation and 
management of stormwater treatment wetlands.

Permanente Creek Restoration Plan Supplemental EIR, Santa Clara County, CA. Lehigh Southwest 
Cement Company proposes to restore the streambed, banks, and floodplain of Permanente Creek along an 
approximately 3.7-mile extent of the creek by implementing the Permanente Creek Restoration Plan within 
the Permanente Creek Restoration Area. Justin provided senior technical expertise and oversight of scoping 
impacts, assessment approach, technical document peer review, and CEQA analysis related to hydrology, 
water quality, and flooding from realignment of a creek channel and restoration of floodplain areas. Key 
environmental considerations included altered flood dynamics, bank stability during high flows following 
restoration and recontouring, erosion and sediment runoff into surface waters during and following 
construction phases. 
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Pete Hudson has more than 30 years of broad-based experience in engineering geology, hydrogeology, 
environmental, geotechnical and surface water. He is a professional geologist and certified engineering 
geologist in the state of California, a Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP), and a registered 
geologist/engineering geologist in the state of Washington. His general responsibilities include providing 
geological, geotechnical, geophysical and hydrogeological technical support in water quality assessments, 
water resource and geological studies for planning, permit assistance, environmental impact assessments with 
emphasis on hydrological and geologic issues, soils investigations and erosion/geomorphic investigations, 
planning/policy assessments, and mitigation planning and monitoring. Pete has authored numerous geoscience 
and hydrology-related technical sections under CEQA and NEPA and provides technical input and senior 
review for completion of work products including EIRs and EISs, and EAs.  Pete contributes his technical 
expertise to resource management plans, reclamation/restoration plans, erosion control plans, draft permits 
(e.g., NPDES), land development environmental feasibility analyses, and site selection/constraints studies. He 
prepares Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements notifications (CDFW), Site Management Plans 
(SWRCB), and Fully Contained Spring Assessments (SWRCB).  

Education and Certifications
BA, Geology, San Francisco State University 1987 
Professional Geologist, California (Registration No. 6730) 
Certified Engineering Geologist California (Registration No. 2368) 
Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) (Certificate No. 21673)
Professional Geologist/Engineering Geologist, Washington (Registration No. 2048)

RELEVANT PROJECT EXPERIENCE
Yolo County Central Landfill Project EIR, Yolo County, CA. The Yolo County Department of Community 
Services, Division of Integrated Waste Management (DIWM) is preparing an EIR to assess major changes to 
the design and operation of the 473-acre Yolo County Central Landfill (YCCL). Pete is responsible for 
assessing all geologic and groundwater-related aspects of the Project, including those associated with a 
potential future soil borrow site for cover material that has not yet been identified. Key issues include 
controlling groundwater elevations through groundwater extraction to maintain adequate separation between 
the water table and the landfill liner. Pete also provided technical input during the preparation of the 2005 
Central landfill SEIR.

Cannabis Cultivation Permitting, Mendocino County. CA. Pete has assisted several Mendocino County 
cannabis growers navigate the Mendocino County Cannabis Department (MCD) and the State of California 
Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) cannabis cultivation permitting process and has successfully 
obtained cultivation licenses for these clients. Work has Involved obtaining Agricultural Exemptions for 
cannabis-related structures, preparing Management Plans for lighting, generator, and bull frog management, , 
obtaining Water Board permits, and managing Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements (LSAAs) through 
the CDFW. Pete remains abreast of the current permitting issues in Mendocino County for legacy growers 
and changes in requirements for Use Permits and Administrative Permits for cannabis cultivators in the 
County and State. Sutro monitored the completion progress of The Licensing of Commercial Cannabis in 
Mendocino County Project Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and reviewed the DEIR. the DCC, certified 
the EIR on October 17, 2024.  

PETER HUDSON PG, CEG
Principal/Senior Geologist 
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Amendments to Santa Clara County Zoning Ordinance Section 4.10.370 regarding Surface Mining,
Santa Clara, Ca. Pete provided technical hydrogeological input to assist the County in its efforts to amend 
the County oning ordinance to provide additional enforceable protections for underground aquifers 
underlying surface mining operations. The Board of Supervisors approved a referral to prohibit mining within 
20 linear feet of any water-bearing stratum or groundwater basin boundary. Pete assisted the County Planning 
Department by reviewing and recommending supplemental zoning amendment language, preparing findings 
associated with the oning Ordinance amendments, participating in public scoping, responding to public 
comments and attending the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors hearings as a technical expert. 

Lehigh/Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan Amendment EIR and Associated Follow-on Work for 
Santa Clara County. Senior Geologist/Hydrogeologist. Pete has been involved with the Lehigh/Permanente 
Quarry since September 2010, when, as senior technical staff at ESA, he coordinated the effort to assess the 
North Quarry for the presence of asbestos and crystalline silica. ESA was under contract with the County of 
Santa Clara, Department of Planning and Development (County). Pete was then senior geologist and 
hydrogeologist responsible for technical analysis behind the Lehigh Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan 
Amendment (RPA) EIR and was primary senior analyst for issues regarding geoscience and hydrology. Pete 
and Sutro continued to assist the County as a technical peer reviewer for RPA implementation. 

San Rafael Rock Quarry Amended Reclamation Plan and Amended Quarry Permit EIR, Marin County. 
Geologic and Hydrogeologic Analyst – Reviewer. Pete provided senior technical input and oversight for the 
preparation of the geology/seismicity and hydrology chapters of the EIR. He coordinated and led the technical 
aspects of the sampling program developed for fugitive dust emissions and crystalline silica. Main technical 
issues involved erosion and storm water and post-reclamation conversion to a marina. Pete provided senior 
review of the DEIR sections and assisted with the response to public and agency comments. 

Winery Erosion Control Plans (Various), Napa County.  Pete conducted environmental analysis for 
environmental documentation of various Erosion Control Plans for hillside wineries, as required to comply 
with Napa County’s hillside vineyard ordinance. Work included analysis of pre- and post- project stormwater 
discharge, sedimentation analysis, determination of soil loss using USLE, evaluating sediment contribution to 
tributaries and Napa River, reviewing erosion control Best Management Practices, and conducting landslide 
assessments.

South County Surface Water Supply Project EIR, San Joaquin County, CA. Senior Hydrogeologist. Pete 
conducted water resource analysis of surface water and groundwater issues/ impacts relating to the transfer of 
surface water to participating cities. Surface and groundwater modeling data was analyzed to determine 
magnitude of impacts to Stanislaus River and San Joaquin River flows, New Melones Reservoir storage, water 
quality and groundwater response. Analysis required comprehensive understanding of reservoir operations, 
seasonal spills, water requirements for fish, and recreational impacts to altering flows.

Northeast Rohnert Park Specific Plan EIR, Sonoma County, CA. Geologist and Hydrologist. Pete 
provided technical data on geology and hydrology for the EIR for the Northeast Area Specific Plan. The 
specific plan called for the development of a residential community of approximately 1,060 dwelling units in 
a variety of housing densities and types, 18-acres of parks and bikeways, and nearly 57-acres of other open 
space on an approximately 272-acre site adjacent to the northeastern edge of the city. The property consisted
primarily of former agricultural land and contained several old buildings and two riparian corridors.  

PETER HUDSON PG, CEG
Principal/Senior Geologist 
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EXHIBIT D 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or
Land Use and Planning Consulting Services 
PREVIOUS CUSTOMER REFERENCE FORM

Page D-1 of D-2 

Contractor Name:  RCH Group, Inc.
      

Please provide at least three (3) customer references for whom you have performed a job similar in size 
and scope, preferably other California state or local government entities.

1. Company Name: City of Pittsburg, Community & Economic Development – Planning Division

Address: 65 Civic Avenue

  Pittsburg, CA 94565

Contact Person: John Funderburg, Asst. Director of Community & Economic Development

Telephone: (925) 252-4043   

 E-Mail:  JFunderburg@pittsburgca.gov

Services Provided: On-Call CEQA/NEPA Environmental Consulting

  2 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declarations (IS/MND) & 1 Peer Review

Service Dates: From: 2023 To: Present    Contract Value: ~$200K

2. Company Name: City of Napa, Utilities Department

Address: 1700 Second Street, Suite 100

  Napa, CA 94559

Contact Person: Chris Jones, Senior Civil Engineer

Telephone: (707) 257-9460   

 E-Mail: chrisjones@cityofnapa.org

Services Provided: CEQA Project Management - Napa Renewable Resources 2.0 EIR (Since 

2023) and Hidden Glen Remediation IS/MND (Kicking off February 2025)

Service Dates: From: 2023 To: Present    Contract Value: ~$350K

3. Company Name: City of Sacramento, Community Development Department

Address: 300 Richards Boulevard, 3rd Floor

  Sacramento, CA 95811

Contact Person: Ron Bess, Planner

Telephone: (916) 808-8272   

 E-Mail:   Rbess@cityofsacramento.org

Services Provided: CEQA Project Management - Two IS/MNDs – Silver Eagle 18 Subdivision 

Project (Approved December 2023 – Z22-013) & Silver Eagle Tentative Map 

(Z23-012 – awaiting public hearing for approval)
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EXHIBIT D 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or
Land Use and Planning Consulting Services 
PREVIOUS CUSTOMER REFERENCE FORM

Page D-2 of D-2 

Service Dates: From: 2023 To: Present  Contract Value: ~$50K

Form Completed By: Paul Miller   (916) 212-9600  2/13/2025
  
  Name   Phone  Date
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Classification Staff Member Hourly Billing Rate

Classification Hourly Billing Rate
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Classification Hourly Billing Rate

Classification Hourly Billing Rate
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H-1 

CO N Y OF YOLO
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or
Land Use and Planning Consulting Services 

SI NA RE PA E  
E I I   

Signature by the Bidder attests that the Bidder has read, understands, and agrees to all instructions, 
terms, conditions, specifications, and addenda set forth in this request. Signature furthermore signifies 
that all prices and terms submitted for the said product(s) and/or services are accurate and shall be 
honored for the length of time indicated in the request.   

All paper bids must be manually signed in ink in the appropriate space below. If submitting 
electronically, print name of Authorized Person  in the space provided for signature.  

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I have the legal authori ation to bind the firm hereunder

        For clarification of this offer, contact

 RCH Group, Inc.     Name    Paul Miller    
Company Name

 6521 Chesbro Circle     Title   Managing Principal  
Address

 Rancho Murieta, CA 95683    Phone   (916) 212-9600  
City    State  ip    

Paul Miller                   Fax  (916) 782-2666   
Signature of Person Authorized to Sign      

Paul Miller      Email       PMiller therchgroup.com 
Printed Name

 Managing Principal     
Title

February 13, 2025     
Date
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Exhibit I 
NON-COLLUSION AND NON-CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or

Land Use and Planning Consulting Services

I,________Paul Miller_________________________________________, am the
(name)

_______Managing Principal________of _________RCH Group, Inc.______________,
(Position Title)     (Company)

The term “Offeror,” as used herein, includes the individual or business entity submitting the Offer and for
the purpose of this Affidavit includes the directors, officers, partners, managers, members, principals,
owners, agents, representatives, employees, other parties in interest of the Offeror, and anyone or any
entity acting for or on behalf of the Offeror, including a subcontractor in connection with this Offer.

1. Anti-Collusion Statement. The Offeror has not in any way directly or indirectly:
a. Colluded, conspired, or agreed with any other person, firm, corporation, offeror or potential offeror

to the amount of this Offer or the terms or conditions of this Offer.
b. Paid or agreed to pay any other person, firm, corporation, offeror or potential offeror any money or

anything of value in return for assistance in procuring or attempting to procure a contract or in return
for establishing the prices in the attached Offer or the offer of any other offeror.

2. Preparation of Solicitation and Contract Documents. The Offeror has not received any compensation
or a promise of compensation for participating in the preparation or development of the underlying
Solicitation or Contract documents. In addition, the Offeror has not otherwise participated in the preparation
or development of the underlying Solicitation or Contract documents, except to the extent of any comments
or questions and responses in the solicitation process, which are available to all offerors, so as to have an
unfair advantage over other offerors, provided that the Offeror may have provided relevant product or
process information to a consultant in the normal course of its business.

3. Participation in Decision Making Process. The Offeror has not participated in the evaluation of offers
or other decision making process for this Solicitation, and, if Offeror is awarded a contract hereunder, no
individual, agent, representative, consultant, subcontractor, or subconsultant associated with Offeror, who
may have been involved in the evaluation or other decision making process for this Solicitation, will have
any direct or indirect financial interest in the contract, provided that the Offeror may have provided relevant
product or process information to a consultant in the normal course of its
business.

4, Present Knowledge. Offeror is not presently aware of any potential or actual conflicts of interest
regarding this Solicitation, which either enabled Offeror to obtain an advantage over other offerors or would 
prevent Offeror from advancing the best interests of the County in the course of the performance of the 
Contract.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and 
correct:

          February 13, 2025
_____________________________ ______________________________

(Date) (Signature)
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EXHIBIT J – EXCEPTIONS
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or
Land Use and Planning Consulting Services 

All County Contract requirements by section, subsection or numbered item for which Vendor has stated 
“Read and do not comply” are considered exceptions and must be documented in this form. Vendor may 
add additional rows to the table as necessary to include all exceptions taken. If no exceptions were taken, 
Vendor should write “No Exceptions” under the “Requirement(s) Section Number and Text” for Exception 
in row number 1.

Exception 
Number

Requirement(s) Section Number and 
Text

Describe the Nature of the Exception 
and Explain how Vendor’s Response 

Still Meets the RFQ Requirements

1
No Exceptions

2 

3

4 

5

Signature of Person Authorized to Sign
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