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AGREEMENT NO. __-___ 
(Agreement for On-Call Land Use and Planning Consulting Services) 

 
THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this ____ day of ______________, 
2025, by and between the County of Yolo, a political subdivision of the State of California 
(“County”), and Aspen Environmental Group, a California Corporation (“Contractor”). 
 

W I T N E S S E T H 
 
WHEREAS, the County is authorized by Government Code Section 23004 to make contracts as 
necessary for the exercise of its powers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County is authorized by Government Code Section 31000 to contract with 
persons specially trained, experienced, expert and competent in environmental land use and 
planning matters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County desires to obtain On-Call Land Use and Planning Consulting Services; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the County circulated and distributed a request for qualifications (RFQ), an excerpt 
of which is attached as Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Contractor submitted a proposal to provide project management, planning, and 
extension of staff services, and support for the review and processing of discretionary development 
applications, an excerpt of which is attached as Exhibit B; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor has represented and warrants to the County that it has the necessary 
training, experience, expertise and competency to provide the services, goods and materials that 
are described in this Agreement, at a cost to the County as herein specified; that it will be able to 
perform the herein described services at minimum cost to the County by virtue of its current and 
specialized knowledge of relevant data, issues, and conditions; and that it will do so in a manner 
consistent with and furthering of the Values of Yolo County; and 
 
WHEREAS, Yolo County reserves the right to approve the Contractor’s project manager and any 
requested personnel and subcontractor changes during the course of each project; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor represents and warrants that neither Contractor, nor any of its officers, 
agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, volunteers, or five percent owners, is excluded or 
debarred from participating in or being paid for participation in any Federal or State program; and 
 
WHEREAS, Contractor further represents and warrants that no conditions or events now exist 
which give rise to Contractor or any of its officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, 
volunteers or five percent owners being excluded or debarred from any Federal or State program; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Contractor understands that the County is relying upon these representations in 
entering into this Agreement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the County and the Contractor agree as follows: 
 
I. BASIC SERVICES 
 

A. Contractor shall furnish and perform the following services in accordance with 
Exhibits A and B, and in a manner satisfactory to the Director of Community Services or 
his/her written designee (“Director”): as-needed, on-call land use and planning consulting 
services.  These services include the following tasks: consultation on discretionary 
development projects; services related to land use and planning; processing discretionary 
development applications; project management; contract staff planning support; and, 
attendance at public hearings.  

 
B. More specifically, the Contractor shall provide the full range of services with regard 
to the services described above, with the focus on: (a) demonstrable understanding of 
planning and zoning laws, and other applicable laws; (b) processing the types of 
discretionary reviews anticipated in rural and agricultural Yolo County, such as use 
permits, tentative maps, rezones, and specific plans, including cannabis use permits; (c) 
and, analyses and review for processing discretionary applications for cannabis projects.  
Contractor will provide all facilities, equipment, personnel, labor and materials necessary 
to provide the foregoing services in accordance with this Agreement. 

 
C. The complete contract shall include the following Exhibits attached hereto and 
incorporated herein: 

   
Exhibit A     RFQ Excerpt 
Exhibit B     Proposal Excerpt 

 
In the event of any conflict between any of the provisions of this Agreement 

(including Exhibits), the provision that requires the highest level of performance from 
Contractor for the County's benefit shall prevail. 

 
D. The Director may approve modifications of the term, scheduling, billing rates, and 
allocation of funds between the tasks and subtasks (if any) set forth above, provided that 
there is no increase in the total compensation as set forth in Paragraph II of this Agreement. 

 
II. COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 
 

A. For the services described in Paragraph I above, and subject to the condition that 
the services have been completed in a manner satisfactory to the Director or his/her 
designee, Contractor shall be compensated according to the hourly rates set forth in the 
Contractor’s proposal, for Contractor and its subconsultants, as included in Exhibit B. 
Provided, however, that the total amount of compensation to be paid to Contractor for the 
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services required by this Agreement shall not exceed three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00).  In the determination of hourly fees, time allotments shall be calculated to 
one-tenth of an hour. 

 
B. Contractor shall not be entitled to reimbursement for any expenses except as 
specifically set forth herein.  The compensation set forth above includes reimbursement for 
all expenses incurred by Contractor in the performance of this Agreement. 
 

III. METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

A. Not more frequently than monthly, and in a manner that is satisfactory to the 
Director, the Contractor shall submit an invoice detailing the services provided, the 
person(s) providing the service, the amount of time spent by each person providing the 
service calculated to the one-tenth of an hour, the rate per hour charged for each person 
providing service, and an itemization of the actual expenses for which reimbursement is 
requested.  If requested by the County, Contractor shall provide any further documentation 
to verify the compensation and reimbursement sought by Contractor. 

 
B. Within fifteen (15) calendar days of the receipt of Contractor’s detailed invoice, the 
Director shall either authorize payment or advise Contractor in writing of any concerns that 
the Director has with the invoice and any need for further documentation. 

 
C. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the Director’s authorization for payment of an 
invoice, the County Auditor-Controller shall either issue the payment or advise Contractor 
in writing of any concerns that the County Auditor-Controller has with the request and any 
need for further documentation. 

 
IV. REPORTS 

 
A. Contractor shall provide such reports as are required elsewhere by this Agreement, 
and such additional information and reports relating to the services otherwise required by 
this Agreement as are reasonably requested by the Director, as the times and in the manner 
specified by this Agreement, or by the Director if not so specified.  Any other provision of 
this Agreement notwithstanding, should Contractor fail to provide any report required by 
this Agreement in a timely manner and as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, County 
may withhold any payments otherwise due Contractor pursuant to this Agreement, and any 
other agreement between Contractor and County, until such report is properly submitted as 
determined by the Director. 

 
B. County shall provide Contractor with all information pertinent to the services 
required of Contractor by this Agreement which is requested by Contractor and which is 
within County's possession.  No charge will be made for these materials. 
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V. OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS AND WORK PRODUCTS 
 
All professional and technical documents and information developed under this Agreement, and 
all work products, including writings, work sheets, reports, and related data, materials, copyrights 
and all other rights and interests therein, shall become the property of the County, and Contractor 
agrees to deliver and assign the foregoing to the County, upon completion of the services hereunder 
or upon any earlier termination of this Agreement.  Contractor assigns the work products, as and 
when the same shall arise, for the full terms of protection available throughout the world.  In 
addition, basic data prepared or obtained under this Agreement shall be made available to the 
County without restriction or limitation on their use. Upon request by County, Contractor agrees 
to compile and produce documents in response to any Public Records Act request or subpoena. 
 
No additional charge will be made for any of the foregoing. 
 
VI. RECORDS; ACCESS, RETENTION 
 
Contractor shall retain and make available for review by the County and its designees all records, 
documents, and general correspondence relating to this Agreement and the services required 
hereunder for a period of not less than five (5) years after receipt of final payment or until all 
pending audits and proceedings are completed, whichever is later. Contractor shall make such 
records available for inspection and copying by the County and its designees at any reasonable 
time.  At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to any destruction of these records following the four 
years, Contractor shall notify the Director.  Upon such notification, the Director shall either agree 
to the destruction or authorize the records to be forwarded to the County for further retention. 
 
VII. DISPUTES 
 
Any dispute arising under this Agreement shall be decided by the County Administrative Officer 
who shall put his or her decision in writing and mail a copy thereof to the address for the notice to 
Contractor.  The decision of the County Administrative Officer shall be final unless, within thirty 
(30) days from the date such copy is mailed to Contractor, Contractor appeals the decision in 
writing to the County Board of Supervisors.  Any such written appeal shall detail the reasons for 
the appeal and contain copies of all documentation supporting Contractor's position.  In connection 
with any appeal proceeding under this paragraph, Contractor shall be afforded the opportunity to 
be heard and offer evidence in support of its appeal to the County Board of Supervisors at a regular 
Board meeting.  Pending a final decision of the dispute, Contractor shall proceed diligently with 
the performance of this Agreement and in accordance with the County Administrative Officer's 
decision. The decision of the County Board of Supervisors on the appeal shall be final for purposes 
of exhaustion of administrative remedies. 
 
VIII. TERM AND TERMINATION 
 

A. The term of this Agreement shall be from July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2028, 
unless sooner terminated as hereinafter provided. The County reserves the right to renew 
the contract after this initial term, for one (1) additional two-year renewal period by 



 

Page 5 of 17 

providing thirty (30) days’ written notice prior to the expiration of the remaining term.  
 

B. Should either party fail to substantially perform its obligations in accordance with 
this Agreement, the other party may notify the defaulting party of such default in writing 
and provide not less than thirty (30) days to cure the default.  Such notice shall describe 
the default, and shall not be deemed a forfeiture or termination of this Agreement.  If such 
default is not cured within said thirty day period (or such longer period as is specified in 
the notice or agreed to by the parties), the party that gave notice of default may terminate 
this Agreement upon not less than fifteen (15) days advance written notice.  In the event of 
such termination based upon Contractor default, the County reserves the right to purchase 
or obtain the supplies or services elsewhere, and Contractor shall be liable for the difference 
between the prices set forth herein and the actual cost thereof to the County.  The foregoing 
notwithstanding, neither party waives the right to recover damages against the other for 
breach of this Agreement. 

 
C. This Agreement is subject to the County, the State of California and the United 
States appropriating and approving sufficient funds for the activities required of the 
Contractor pursuant to this Agreement.  If the County's adopted budget and/or its receipts 
from the State of California and the United States do not contain sufficient funds for this 
Agreement, the County may terminate this Agreement by giving ten (10) days advance 
written notice thereof to the Contractor, in which event the County shall have no obligation 
to pay the Contractor any further funds or provide other consideration and the Contractor 
shall have no obligation to provide any further services pursuant this Agreement.   If the 
County terminates the Agreement pursuant to this subparagraph, the County will pay 
Contractor in accordance with this Agreement for all services performed to the satisfaction 
of the Director before such termination and for which funds have appropriated as required 
by law.  

 
D. This Agreement may be terminated for any reason by either party at any time during 
its term, by giving 60 days' written notice to the other party. 
 
E. If Contractor, or any of its officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, 
volunteers or five percent owners, becomes excluded, debarred or suspended from 
participation in Federally or State funded programs, the County may terminate this 
Agreement by giving ten (10) days advance written notice thereof to the Contractor. 

 
F. Upon termination of this Agreement or suspension of work by either County or 
Contractor, Contractor shall furnish to County all documents and drawings prepared under 
this Agreement, whether complete or incomplete.  In the event of termination for any 
reason, reproducible copies of all finished or unfinished documents, drawings, maps, 
models, photographs, and reports prepared by Contractor shall become the sole and 
exclusive property of Yolo County and Contractor shall be entitled to receive compensation 
for any work completed on such documents and other materials determined by the Director 
to be of satisfactory quality and within the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  All 
creative work undertaken by Contractor such as sketches, copy, dummies and all 
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preparatory work for which Contractor is not compensated by the County shall remain the 
sole and exclusive property of the Contractor. 
 
G. During and following the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall not use, 
distribute or otherwise circulate any of the materials developed pursuant to this Agreement 
and for which Contractor was compensated by the County without the express written 
permission of the Director. 

 
IX. APPLICABLE LAWS 
 

A. In the performance of the services required by this Agreement, Contractor shall 
comply with all applicable Federal, State, and County statutes, ordinances, regulations, 
directives and laws.  This Agreement is also subject to any additional restrictions or 
conditions that may be imposed upon the County by the Federal or State government. 
 
B. This Agreement shall be deemed to be executed within the State of California and 
construed in accordance with and governed by the laws of the State of California.  Any 
action or proceeding arising out of this Agreement shall be filed and resolved in a 
California State court located in Woodland, California.  Contractor waives any removal 
rights it might have under State or Federal law. 

 
X. NON-DISCRIMINATION IN SERVICES AND BENEFITS 
 
Contractor certifies that any service provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be without 
discrimination based on color, race, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual preferences, 
or physical or mental disability in accordance with all applicable Federal, State and County laws 
and regulations and any administrative directives established by the County Board of Supervisors 
or the County Administrative Officer.  For the purpose of this Agreement, distinctions on the 
grounds of color, race, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual preferences, or physical or 
mental disability include but are not limited to the following: denying a participant any service or 
benefit which is different, or is provided in a different manner or at a different time from that 
provided to other participants under this Agreement; subjecting a participant to segregation or 
separate treatment in any way in the enjoyment or any advantage or privilege enjoyed by others 
receiving any service or benefit; treating a participant differently from others in determining 
whether the participant has satisfied any admission, enrollment quota, eligibility, membership, or 
other requirement or condition which individuals must meet in order to be provided any service or 
benefit; and the assignment of times or places for the provision of services. 
 
XI. CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. Contractor shall exercise all of the care and judgment consistent with good practices 
in the performance of the services required by this Agreement. 
 
B. With the exception that this section shall in no event be construed to require 
indemnification by Contractor to a greater extent than permitted under the public policy of 
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the State of California, Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the County 
of Yolo and its officers, agents, employees and volunteers from and against any and all 
claims, damages, demands, losses, defense costs, expenses (including attorneys’ fees) and 
liability of any kind or nature arising out of or resulting from performance of the work, 
provided that any such claim, damage, demand, loss, cost, expense or liability is caused in 
whole or in part by any negligent or intentional act or omission of the contractor, any 
subcontractor, anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose 
acts any of them may be liable, regardless of whether or not it is caused in part by a party 
indemnified hereunder. 
 
Responsibility for such defense and indemnity obligations shall survive the termination or 
completion of this agreement for the full period of time allowed by law. The defense and 
indemnification obligations of this agreement are undertaken in addition to, and shall not 
in any way be limited by, the insurance obligations contained in this agreement. In 
providing any defense under this Paragraph, Contractor shall use counsel reasonably 
acceptable to the County Counsel. 

C.  Subcontractor agrees to be bound to the General Contractor/or Contractor and the 
County of Yolo in the same manner and to the same extent as General Contractor/or 
Contractor is bound to the County of Yolo under the Contract Documents.  Subcontractor 
further agrees to include the same requirements and provisions of this agreement, including 
the indemnity and Insurance requirements, with any Sub-subcontractor to the extent they 
apply to the scope of the Sub-subcontractor’s work. A copy of the County of Yolo Contract 
Document Indemnity and Insurance provisions will be furnished to the Subcontractor upon 
request. 

XII. PUBLIC LIABILITY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE 
 
A. During the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall at all times maintain, at its 
expense, the following coverages and requirements.  The comprehensive general liability 
insurance shall include broad form property damage insurance. 
 

1. Minimum Coverages (as applicable). Insurance coverage shall be with 
limits not less than the following: 

a. Comprehensive General Liability – $1,000,000/occurrence and 
$2,000,000/aggregate 
b. Automobile Liability – $1,000,000/occurrence (general) and 
$500,000/occurrence (property) (include coverage for Hired and Non-
owned vehicles) 
c. Professional Liability/Malpractice/Errors and Omissions – 
$1,000,000/occurrence and $2,000,000/aggregate (If any engineer, 
architect, attorney, accountant, medical professional, psychologist, or 
other licensed professional performs work under a contract, the contractor 
must provide this insurance.  If not, then this requirement automatically 
does not apply.) 
d. Workers’ Compensation – Statutory Limits/Employers’ 
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Liability - $1,000,000/accident for bodily injury or disease (If no 
employees, this requirement automatically does not apply.) 
 

2. The County, its officers, agents, employees and volunteers shall be named 
as additional insured on all but the workers’ compensation and professional liability 
coverages. It shall be a requirement under this agreement that any available 
insurance proceeds broader than or in excess of the specified minimum Insurance 
coverage requirements and/or limits shall be available to the Additional Insured.  
Furthermore, the requirements for coverage and limits shall be (1) the minimum 
coverage and limits specified in this Agreement; or (2) the broader coverage and 
maximum limits of coverage of any Insurance policy or proceeds available to the 
named Insured; whichever is greater. 
 

a.  The Additional Insured coverage under the Contractor’s policy 
shall be “primary and non-contributory” and will not seek contribution 
from the County’s insurance or self insurance and shall be at least as broad 
as CG 20 01 04 13. 
 
b.  The limits of Insurance required in this agreement may be satisfied 
by a combination of primary and umbrella or excess Insurance. Any 
umbrella or excess Insurance shall contain or be endorsed to contain a 
provision that such coverage shall also apply on a primary and non 
contributory basis for the benefit of the County of Yolo (if agreed to in a 
written contract or agreement) before the County’s own Insurance or self 
insurance shall be called upon to protect it as a named insured. 
 

3. Said policies shall remain in force through the life of this Agreement and, 
with the exception of professional liability coverage, shall be payable on a “per 
occurrence” basis unless the County Risk Manager specifically consents in writing 
to a “claims made” basis.  For all “claims made” coverage, in the event that the 
Contractor changes insurance carriers Contractor shall purchase “tail” coverage 
covering the term of this Agreement and not less than three years thereafter. Proof 
of such “tail” coverage shall be required at any time that the Contractor changes to 
a new carrier prior to receipt of any payments due. 
 
4. The Contractor shall declare all aggregate limits on the coverage before 
commencing performance of this Agreement, and the County’s Risk Manager 
reserves the right to require higher aggregate limits to ensure that the coverage 
limits required for this Agreement as set forth above are available throughout the 
performance of this Agreement. 
 
5. Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must be declared to and are 
subject to the approval of the County Risk Manager. All self-insured retentions 
(SIR) must be disclosed to Risk Management for approval and shall not reduce the 
limits of liability.  Policies containing any SIR provision shall provide or be 
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endorsed to provide that the SIR may be satisfied either by the named Insured or 
Yolo County. 
 
6. Each insurance policy shall be endorsed to state that coverage shall not be 
suspended, voided, canceled by either party, reduced in coverage or in limits except 
after thirty (30) days’ prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
has been given to the Director (ten (10) days for delinquent insurance premium 
payments). 
 
7. Insurance is to be placed with insurers with a current A.M. Best’s rating of 
no less than A:VII, unless otherwise approved by the County Risk Manager. 
 
8. The policies shall cover all activities of Contractor, its officers, employees, 
agents and volunteers arising out of or in connection with this Agreement. 
 
9. For any claims relating to this Agreement, the Contractor’s insurance 
coverage shall be primary, including as respects the County, its officers, agents, 
employees and volunteers. Any insurance maintained by the County shall apply in 
excess of, and not contribute with, insurance provided by Contractor’s liability 
insurance policy. 
 
10. The Contractor shall waive all rights of subrogation against the County, its 
officers, employees, agents and volunteers. 

 
B. Prior to commencing services pursuant to this Agreement, Contractor shall furnish 
the County with original endorsements reflecting coverage required by this Agreement. 
The endorsements are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage 
on its behalf. All endorsements are to be received by, and are subject to the approval of, 
the County Risk Manager before work commences. Upon County’s request, Contractor 
shall provide complete, certified copies of all required insurance policies, including 
endorsements reflecting the coverage required by these specifications. 
 
C. During the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall furnish the County with 
original endorsements reflecting renewals, changes in insurance companies and any other 
documents reflecting the maintenance of the required coverage throughout the entire term 
of this Agreement. The endorsements are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer 
to bind coverage on its behalf. Upon County’s request, Contractor shall provide complete, 
certified copies of all required insurance policies, including endorsements reflecting the 
coverage required by these specifications. Yolo County reserves the right to obtain a full 
certified copy of any Insurance policy and endorsements. Failure to exercise this right shall 
not constitute a waiver of right to exercise later.  

 
D. Contractor agrees to include with all subcontractors in their subcontract the same 
requirements and provisions of this Agreement including the indemnity and insurance 
requirements to the extent they apply to the scope of the subcontractor’s work. 
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Subcontractors hired by Contractor must agree to be bound to Contractor and the County 
of Yolo in the same manner and to the same extent as Contractor is bound to the County 
of Yolo under the Agreement.  All subcontractors must further agree to include these same 
provisions with any sub-subcontractor. Contractor shall require all Subcontractors to 
provide a valid certificate of insurance and the required endorsements included in the 
agreement prior to commencement of any work and Contractor will provide proof of 
compliance to the County of Yolo. 
 
E. Contractor shall maintain insurance as required by this Agreement to the fullest 
amount allowed by law and shall maintain insurance for a minimum of five years following 
the expiration of this Agreement.  In the event contractor fails to obtain or maintain 
completed operations coverage as required by this Agreement, the County at its sole 
discretion may purchase the coverage required and the cost will be paid by Contractor. 
 

XIII. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
 
Contractor shall provide workers’ compensation coverage as required by State law, and prior to 
commencing services pursuant to this Agreement shall file the following statement with the 
County in a form substantially as set forth below. 
 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CERTIFICATE 
 

I am aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code that require every employer 
to be insured against liability for workers’ compensation or to undertake self-insurance in 
accordance with the provisions of that Code, and I will comply with such provisions before 
commencing any services required by this Agreement. 
 
The person executing this certificate on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that 
she/he has the requisite legal authority to do so on behalf of Contractor, both the person 
executing this Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the 
County is relying on this representation in entering into this Agreement. 

 
XIV. NOTICE 
 

A. All notices shall be deemed to have been given when made in writing and delivered 
or mailed to the respective representatives of County and Contractor at their respective 
addresses as follows: 

 
 

Contractor:  Attn: Neda R. Delmont, COO 
Aspen Environmental Group 
Corporate Headquarters 
5020 Chesebro Road, Suite 200 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
nrastegar@aspeneg.com  
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County:  Stephanie Cormier, Chief Assistant Director 
   Yolo County Department of Community Services 
   292 W. Beamer Street 
   Woodland, CA  95695 
   Attn: Jeff Anderson, Principal Planner 
   jeff.anderson@yolocounty.gov  

 
 

B. Any party may change the address to which such communications are to be given 
by providing the other parties with written notice of such change at least fifteen (15) 
calendar days prior to the effective date of the change. 

 
C. All notices shall be effective upon receipt and shall be deemed received through 
delivery if personally served or served using facsimile machines, or on the fifth (5th) day 
following deposit in the mail if sent by first class mail. 

 
XV. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

A. Contractor shall comply with the laws and regulations of the State of California and 
County regarding conflicts of interest, including, but not limited to, Article 4 of Chapter 1, 
Division 4, Title 1 of the California Government Code, commencing with Section 1090, 
and Chapter 7 of Title 9 of said Code, commencing with Section 87100 including 
regulations promulgated by the California Fair Political Practices Commission. 

 
B. Contractor covenants that it presently has no interest and shall not acquire any 
interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or degree with the 
performance of Contractor's obligations and responsibilities hereunder.  Contractor further 
covenants that in the performance of this Agreement, no person having any such interest 
shall be employed.  This covenant shall remain in force until Contractor completes 
performance of the services required of it under this Agreement. 

 
C. Contractor agrees that if any fact comes to its attention that raises any question as 
to the applicability of any conflict of interest law or regulation, Contractor will immediately 
inform the County and provide all information needed for resolution of the question. 

 
XVI. COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES 
 
Contractor warrants that it has not employed or retained any company or person, other than a bona 
fide employee working for Contractor, to solicit or secure this Agreement, and that it has not paid 
or agreed to pay any company or person, other than a bona fide employee, any fee, commission, 
percentage, brokerage fee, gift, or any other consideration, contingent upon or resulting from the 
award or making this agreement.  For breach or violation of this warranty, the County shall have 
the right to annul this agreement without liability, or in its discretion to deduct from the agreement 
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price or consideration, or otherwise recover, the full amount of such fee, commission, percentage, 
brokerage fee, gift or contingent fee.  
 
XVII. AUDITS 
  

A. Contractor shall be subject to examination and audit by the State or the County, or 
both, throughout the term of this Agreement and thereafter for a period of three years from 
the date that final payment is made pursuant to this Agreement.  This does not preclude 
access to records by County, State, the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of 
their authorized representatives, as otherwise provided by this Agreement, the State 
contract, or State or Federal laws and regulations.  Contractor agrees that County and/or 
State has the right to review, obtain, and copy all records pertaining to the performance of 
this Agreement, and agrees to provide County and/or State with any and all relevant 
information requested. 
 
B. Any and all books, records, and facilities maintained by Contractor related to 
services provided under this Agreement may be audited, inspected and copied at any time 
during normal business hours.  Unannounced visits may be made at the discretion of the 
County or State.  Employees who might reasonably have information related to such 
records may be interviewed.  All expenditures of State and federal funds furnished to 
Contractor pursuant to this Agreement are subject to audit by County, State and/or Federal 
representatives.  Such audits shall consider and build upon external independent audits 
performed pursuant to audit requirements of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Circular A-133 as described in Paragraph C below. 
 
C. Should Contractor expend $500,000 or more in Federal funds during any fiscal 
year, Contractor shall furnish County a certified copy of an Audit Report from an 
independent CPA firm covering the Contractor's preceding fiscal year of January 1 through 
December 31.  This Audit shall be performed in accordance with OMB Circular A-133 and 
conducted in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards as 
described in Government Auditing Standards (1994 Revision), and provided in a form 
satisfactory to the Director. 
 
D. Contractor shall provide this Audit Report no later than July 31 of each year.  In 
the event that this Agreement expires or is terminated on a date other than December 31, 
Contractor shall provide County such an Audit Report covering the preceding period of 
January 1 through the date of expiration or termination no later than July 31 after the date 
of expiration or termination.  Contractor shall ensure that audit work papers supporting the 
report are retained for a period of three (3) years from the date of the audit report, and 
longer if notified by the State or County to extend the retention period, and are made 
available to the State and/or County upon request. 
 
E. Should an Audit Report or any State or County audit determine that Contractor has 
misspent funds and been overpaid based on the requirements of this Agreement and 
applicable laws and regulations, County shall demand repayment from Contractor in the 
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amount of such audit findings and withhold any payment otherwise due under this 
Agreement until Contractor repays such amount.  Contractor shall repay County such 
amount within sixty (60) days of the date of the County's demand for repayment.  Should 
Contractor fail to repay County within sixty (60) days of the date of County's demand for 
repayment, the County may offset the amount due from Contractor against any amounts 
that would otherwise be due from the County to Contractor pursuant to this Agreement or 
any other agreement or source. 

 
F. Any failure or refusal by Contractor to permit access to any facilities, books, 
records or other information required to be provided to the State &/or the County by this 
Agreement &/or the State contract shall constitute an express and immediate breach of this 
Agreement. 

 
XVIII. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTS 
 
The services and obligations required of Contractor under this Agreement are not assignable in 
whole or in part.  In addition, Contractor shall not subcontract any portion of the services required 
of Contractor by this Agreement without the express written consent of the Director.  If any portion 
of the services required of Contractor are subcontracted, the subcontractor(s) shall maintain the 
same insurance as required of Contractor by this Agreement and Contractor shall be fully 
responsible to the County for all work undertaken by subcontractors. 
 
XIX. STATUS OF CONTRACTOR 
 

A. It is understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that Contractor is an 
independent contractor and that no relationship of employer-employee exists between the 
County and Contractor.  Neither Contractor nor Contractor's assigned personnel shall be 
entitled to any benefits payable to employees of the County. Contractor hereby indemnifies 
and holds the County harmless from any and all claims that may be made against the 
County based upon any contention by any third party that an employer-employee 
relationship exists by reason of this Agreement or any services provided pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

 
B. It is further understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that neither Contractor 
nor Contractor's assigned personnel shall have any right to act on behalf of the County in 
any capacity whatsoever as an agent or to bind the County to any obligation whatsoever. 

 
C. It is further understood and agreed by all the parties hereto that Contractor must 
issue any and all forms required by Federal and State laws for income and employment tax 
purposes, including W-2 and 941 forms, for all of Contractor's assigned personnel. 

 
XX. AMENDMENT 
 
This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by the County and Contractor.  
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XXI. WAIVER 
 
The waiver by the County or any of its officers, agents or employees or the failure of the County 
or its officers, agents or employees to take action with respect to any right conferred by, or any 
breach of any obligation or responsibility of this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver of 
such obligation or responsibility, or subsequent breach of same, or of any terms, covenants or 
conditions of this Agreement. 
 
XXII. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
 
The person executing this Agreement on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that she/he 
has the requisite legal authority to enter into this Agreement on behalf of Contractor and to bind 
Contractor to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Both the person executing this 
Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the County is relying on this 
representation in entering into this Agreement. 
 
XXIII. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
 
Upon its execution, this Agreement (including all exhibits and attachments) shall be subject to 
disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act. 
 
XXIV. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

 
A. Where there is a doubt as to whether a provision of this document is a covenant or 
a condition, the provision shall carry the legal effect of both.  Should the County choose to 
excuse any given failure of Contractor to meet any given condition, covenant or obligation 
(whether precedent or subsequent), that decision will not be, or have the legal effect of, a 
waiver of the legal effect in subsequent circumstances of either that condition, covenant or 
obligation or any other found in this document.  All conditions, covenants and obligations 
continue to apply no matter how often County may choose to excuse a failure to perform 
them. 
 
B. Except where specifically stated otherwise in this document, the promises in this 
document benefit the County and Contractor only.  They are not intended to, nor shall they 
be interpreted or applied to, give any enforcement rights to any other persons (including 
corporate) which might be affected by the performance or non-performance of this 
Agreement, nor do the parties hereto intend to convey to anyone any “legitimate claim of 
entitlement” with the meaning and rights that phrase has been given by case law. 

 
XXV. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the County and Contractor and 
supersedes all prior negotiations, representations, or agreements, whether written or oral.  In the 
event of a dispute between the parties as to the language of this Agreement or the construction or 
meaning of any term hereof, this Agreement shall be deemed to have been drafted by the parties 
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in equal parts so that no presumptions or inferences concerning its terms or interpretation may be 
construed against any party to this Agreement. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first 
set forth above.  
 
CONTRACTOR     COUNTY OF YOLO 
 
By:___________________________   By:____________________________ 
Aspen Environmental Group Mary Vixie Sandy, Chair 
 Board of Supervisors 
 

 
 
Attest: 

       Julie Dachtler, Senior Deputy Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
By_______________________________ 

Deputy  (Seal) 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Eric May, Senior Deputy County Counsel 

 
  



[NOTE: the forms that follow are provided to assist you, but they are not part of the contract] 

 

 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION CERTIFICATE 

 
I am aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code that require every employer to be 
insured against liability for workers' compensation or to undertake self-insurance in accordance 
with the provisions of that code, and I will comply with such provisions before commencing any 
services required by this Agreement. 
 
The person executing this certificate on behalf of Contractor affirmatively represents that she has 
the requisite legal authority to do so on behalf of Contractor, both the person executing this 
Agreement on behalf of Contractor and Contractor understand that the County is relying on this 
representation in entering into this Agreement. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
 

By: _______________________________ 
 

Neda R. Delmont, COO 
 
 



[NOTE: the forms that follow are provided to assist you, but they are not part of the contract] 

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that in the performance of the work for which this 
Agreement is entered into, and for the duration of this Agreement, I shall not employ any person 
so as to become subject to the Workers' Compensation Laws of the State of California and that, 
should I intend to so employ any person at any time during the term of this Agreement, I shall 
promptly so notify the County of Yolo and provide proof of Workers' Compensation/Employers' 
liability insurance in an amount of not less than $1,000,000 for per accident for bodily injury or 
disease before employing any such person. 
 
Executed this ___ day of _________, 2025, at _______________________, California. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
 

By_______________________________ 
 

_________________________________ 
Print Name/Title 
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The County of Yolo is requesting proposals from qualified consultants and/or firms to:

(1) provide As-Needed, On-Call, CEQA Consulting Services for the County of Yolo,
Community Services Department, per scope of work, as outlined in this RFQ;

or

(2) provide As-Needed, On-Call, Land Use and Planning Consulting Services for the
County of Yolo, Community Services Department, per scope of work, as
outlined in this RFQ.

A Proposer may submit a response for either (1) or (2), or a joint proposal for both.

Proposers who submit a response to this RFQ must have the ability to meet the 
requirements for providing the consulting services they are submitting a proposal for, 
including complying with all the terms and conditions contained in this RFQ.

B. SYNONYMOUS TERMS
As used throughout this proposal and its attachments, the following terms are
synonymous:

a. a. Supplier, Vendor, Contractor, Firm, Consultant
b. Purchase Order, Contract, Agreement
c. Services, Work, Scope, and Project
d. Bidder, Offeror, Proposer
e. Beacon, Beacon Bid

2. “The County” refers to the County of Yolo, California.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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C. SCOPE OF WORK

1. PART 1 – FOR CEQA CONSULTANTS

a. General Description:
The County of Yolo is seeking to obtain consultants to provide the following 
services on an as-needed, on-call basis for Environmental Planning and 
Development Services.

Selected consultants and/or firms will be issued an “as-needed” contract for 
a period of three years.  As development projects arise within the County, 
consultants and/or firms will be contacted to quote specific tasks. There is 
no guarantee of any specific work being awarded.

b. Technical Specifications:
Consultant/Firm shall perform project tasks which tasks shall include, but 
are not limited to, the following:

i. Consultation on development projects, including meetings with 
County staff and Applicants;

ii. Various environmental services related to CEQA/NEPA 
compliance, environmental assessments, including Initial 
Studies and supporting documents that meet all of the 
requirements set forth in the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Public Resources Code 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA 
Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et 
seq.), and preparation and/or review of technical studies;

iii. Addressing environmental issues that result in a complete and 
legally adequate document in compliance with CEQA and the 
State CEQA Guidelines and other applicable laws;

iv. Completing environmental studies for discretionary 
development applications such as Use Permits, Tentative Maps, 
Rezones, and Specific Plans, including cannabis Use Permits;

v. Experience with CEQA analyses and review required for cannabis 
projects; 

vi. Project management; and
vii. Attendance at public hearings.

c. Minimum Requirements:
The selected Proposer (i.e., Contractor) shall meet the following
requirements:

i. Vendor shall have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience
performing the CEQA consulting services required in this RFQ, 
including environmental reviews prepared for the types of 
development applications anticipated in rural and agricultural 
Yolo County, including licensed cannabis uses.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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2. PART 2 – FOR LAND USE AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS

a. General Description:

The County of Yolo is seeking to obtain consultants to provide the following 
services on an as-needed, on-call basis for Land Use, Planning and 
Development Services.

Selected consultants and/or firms will be issued an “as-needed” contract for 
a period of three years. As development projects arise within the County, 
consultants and/or firms will be contacted to quote specific tasks. There is 
no guarantee of any specific work being awarded.

b. Technical Specifications:
Consultant/Firm shall perform project tasks which tasks shall include, but 
are not limited to, the following:

i. Consultation on discretionary development projects, including 
meetings with County staff and Applicants;

ii. Various services related to land use and Planning, including a 
demonstrable understanding of Planning and Zoning Laws, and 
other applicable laws;

iii. Processing discretionary development applications such as Use 
Permits, Tentative Maps, Rezones, and Specific Plans, including 
cannabis Use Permits;

iv. Planning-level project management services; 
v. Contract staff Planning support; and
vi. Attendance at public hearings.

c. Minimum Requirements:
The selected Proposer (i.e., Contractor) shall meet the following 
requirements:

i. Vendor shall have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience 
performing the Land Use and Planning services required in this 
RFQ, including processing the types of development applications 
anticipated in both rural and agricultural communities throughout 
Yolo County. This will include licensed cannabis uses.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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3. DELIVERABLES/ REPORTS

The Contractor(s) shall complete all tasks and reports required above within the 
County timeframes designated.

4. AWARDED CONTRACTOR(S) REQUIREMENTS
a. The successful awarded contractor(s) must supply all insurance 

requirements as required in Attachment 1.

b. CONTRACT TERM: Contractor(s) agrees to provide awarded items 
and/or services as specified in the RFQ document for a period of three 
(3) years from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2028.

The agreement may be extended by mutual consent for two (2) 
additional one-year renewal periods. Contract rates shall remain firm for 
the initial three-year term of the contract. See Price Escalation Terms in 
Section IV of this RFQ for potential price increases during the renewals.

5. PROPOSAL DEADLINE
Proposals shall be submitted no later than the Proposal Deadline time and date 
detailed in the Section II, RFQ Schedule of Events. Proposers shall respond to the 
written RFQ and any exhibits, attachments, or amendments. A Proposer's failure 
to submit a proposal as required before the deadline shall cause the proposal to 
be disqualified. Late proposals shall not be accepted nor shall additional time be 
granted to any potential Proposer.

6. SUBMITTING PROPOSALS
The required method of submitting your proposal is electronically through  Beacon 
Bid’s platform (https://www.beaconbid.com/solicitations/yolo-county/open).

It is the sole responsibility of the proposer to ensure their proposal reaches Beacon 
before the closing date and time. If you have any questions regarding the 
submittal of this proposal, please contact Beacon at 1-888-402-2231 or 
suppliersupport@beaconbid.com for vendor support.

Bidders/Offerors are cautioned to allow adequate time to ensure timely receipt of 
their proposals. The County is not responsible for any delays  of the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s proposal delivery. Late proposals shall not be accepted, nor shall 
additional time be granted to any potential Bidder/Offeror.

7. ADDENDA
Any additional information not included in this solicitation which the County finds 
necessary and material to responding to the RFQ will be posted as an addendum 
on Beacon. Answers to questions submitted through Beacon shall be considered 
addenda to the solicitation documents. 

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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II. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The following RFQ Schedule of Events represents the County’s best estimate of the 
schedule that shall be followed. Unless otherwise specified, the time of day for the 
following events shall be between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM., Pacific Time.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to adjust this schedule as it 
deems necessary. Notification of any adjustment to the Schedule of Events shall be 
provided to all vendors through Beacon. 

The County is not responsible for failure of the prospective Bidders/Offerors to check 
for any RFQ document updates, changes, or answers to questions posted on the 
Beacon website. Failure to periodically check the website will be at the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s sole risk.

EVENT DATE TIME

1 County Issues RFQ Thursday, 
January 23, 
2025

2 Deadline for Written Comments from Vendors
(Posted in Beacon)

Thursday, 
February 6,
2025

2:00pm

3 County Issues Responses to Written Comments Thursday, 
February 13,
2025

4 Deadline Proposals Due Thursday, 
February 20, 
2025

2:00pm 

5 County Completes Evaluations (Estimated) March 2025

6 Anticipated Contract Start Date based on Board 
Approval 

July 1, 2025

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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III. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION

A. RFQ COORDINATOR
The following RFQ Coordinator shall be the main point of contact for this RFQ:

RFQ Coordinator: Hiren Desai
Phone: (859) 420-6760
hiren@bluebloodconsulting.com

B. COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING THE RFQ
Upon release of this RFQ, all vendor communications concerning this procurement 
must be directed to the RFQ Coordinator named above, unless otherwise specified in 
this RFQ. Unauthorized contact regarding the RFQ with other County employees of 
the procuring county agency may result in disqualification.

Questions concerning this proposal, including specifications, requirements, terms 
and/or conditions of a solicitation, etc. should be submitted solely in writing online 
at: https://www.beaconbid.com/solicitations/yolo-county/open in the questions and 
answers section of the solicitation no later than the date and time noted above in the 
Section II. Schedule of Events Chart, Deadline for Written Comments Posted or per 
any changes to Schedule of Events as posted to Beacon.

The County is not responsible for failure of the prospective Bidders/Offerors to check 
for any solicitation document updates, changes, or answers to questions posted at 
the Beacon website. Failure to periodically check the website will be at the 
Bidder’s/Offeror’s sole risk.

Any oral communications shall be considered unofficial and nonbinding on the County.

Any irregularities or lack of clarity in the RFQ should be brought to the attention of 
the County for correction or clarification.

C. PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS
The County shall not pay any costs associated with the preparation, submittal, or 
presentation of any proposal.

D. PROPOSAL WITHDRAWAL
To withdraw a proposal, the Vendor must submit a written request, signed by an 
authorized representative, to the RFQ Coordinator. After withdrawing a previously 
submitted proposal, the vendor may submit another proposal at any time up to the 
deadline for submitting proposals.

E. PROPOSAL AMENDMENT
The County shall not accept any amendments, revisions, or alterations to proposals 
after the deadline for proposal submittal unless the County formally requests such in 
writing.

F. PROPOSAL ERRORS
Proposers are liable for all errors or omissions contained in their proposals. Proposers 
shall not be allowed to alter proposal documents after the deadline for submitting a 
proposal.

EXHIBIT A
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G. PROHIBITION OF PROPOSER TERMS & CONDITIONS
A Proposer may not submit the Proposer's own contract terms and conditions in a 
response to this RFQ. If a proposal contains such terms and conditions, the County, 
at its sole discretion, may determine the proposal to be a nonresponsive counteroffer, 
and the proposal may be rejected.

H. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTING
The Contractor may not subcontract, transfer, or assign any portion of the contract 
without prior, written approval from the County. The County must approve each 
subcontractor in writing. The substitution of one subcontractor for another may be 
made only at the discretion of the County and with prior, written approval from the 
County.

Notwithstanding the use of approved subcontractors, the Proposer, if awarded a 
contract under this RFQ, shall be the prime contractor and shall be responsible for all 
work performed.

Contractor shall require each of its subcontractors of any tier to carry the 
aforementioned coverage, or Contractor may insure subcontractors under its own 
policy.

I. PROPOSAL OF ADDITIONAL SERVICES
If a Proposer indicates an offer of goods or services in addition to those required by 
and described in this RFQ, these additional goods or services may be added to the 
contract before contract signing at the sole discretion of the County.

J. INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION
A proposal shall be disqualified and rejected by the County if the price in the proposal 
was not arrived at independently without collusion, consultation, communication, or 
agreement as to any matter relating to such prices with any other Proposer, a County
employee, or any Competitor.

K. INSURANCE
The successful Contractor will be required to provide and maintain insurance as 
required and listed in Attachment 1 before commencing work on the contract.

L. LICENSURE
Before a contract pursuant to this RFQ is signed, the Proposer must hold all necessary, 
applicable business and professional licenses. The County may require any or all 
Proposers to submit evidence of proper licensure.

M. RFQ AMENDMENT AND CANCELLATION
The County reserves the unilateral right to amend this RFQ in writing at any time.
The County also reserves the right to cancel or reissue the RFQ at its sole discretion.
If an amendment is issued it shall be provided to all proposers through Beacon.
Proposers shall respond to the final written RFQ and any exhibits, attachments, and 
amendments.

N. RIGHT OF REJECTION
The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to reject any and all proposals 
or to cancel this RFQ in its entirety.

EXHIBIT A
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Any proposal received which does not meet the requirements of this RFQ may be 
considered to be nonresponsive, and the proposal may be rejected. Proposers must 
comply with all of the terms of this RFQ and all applicable State and County laws and 
regulations. The County may reject any proposal that does not comply with all of the 
terms, conditions, and performance requirements of this RFQ.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to waive variances in proposals 
provided such action is in the best interest of the County. Where the County waives 
minor variances in proposals, such waiver does not modify the RFQ requirements or 
excuse the proposer from full compliance with the RFQ. Notwithstanding any minor 
variance, the County may hold any Proposer to strict compliance with the RFQ.

O. DISCLOSURE OF PROPOSAL CONTENTS
All proposals become the property of the County, which is a public agency subject to 
the disclosure requirements of the California Public Records Act (CPRA, California 
Government Code §6250 and following). The CPRA contains limited exemptions. If 
you contend that any documents, as defined by the CPRA, are confidential or 
proprietary material and exempt from CPRA, these documents shall be clearly marked 
“Exempt from CPRA.” Proposer shall defend, indemnify and hold the County harmless 
against any claim, action or litigation (including but not limited to all judgments, costs, 
fees, and attorney’s fees) that may result from denial of a CPRA request. If Proposer 
does not respond to a CPRA request or agree to do so within five (5) days, the County 
may disclose the requested information under the CPRA.”

P. PROPOSAL EVALUATION PROCESS
The evaluation process is designed to award the procurement to the Proposer with 
the best combination of attributes based upon the evaluation criteria. 

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to request clarifications of 
proposals or to conduct discussions for the purpose of clarification with any or all 
Proposers. If clarifications are made as a result of such discussion, the Proposer shall 
put such clarifications in writing.

Q. AWARD OF PROPOSAL
Award will be made to the Proposer offering the most advantageous proposal after 
consideration of all Evaluation Criteria set forth below. This criterion is not listed in 
any order of preference. The County reserves the right to establish weight factors 
that will be applied to the criteria depending upon the order of importance. The County 
shall not be obligated to accept the lowest priced proposal, but will make an award in 
the best interests of the County after all factors have been evaluated.

EXHIBIT A



Page 11 of 20

Award Evaluation Criteria:

Criteria Documentation 
Source (Section V of 
RFQ)

Maximum
Points

Proposal Transmittal Letter Exhibit A Pass/Fail
Qualifications and Experience Exhibit B 35
Responsibility/Demonstrated Competence Exhibit C 10
References Exhibit D 15
Reasonableness of Fee Proposal Exhibit E 30
Other Factors Exhibit F 10
Evidence of Financial Stability Exhibit G Pass/Fail
Responsiveness/Responsibility (in general) Entire Proposal Pass/Fail

The County reserves the right to hold interviews/discussions with selected finalists, if 
it is in the best interest of the County to do so. If the County decides to move forward 
with interviews, a separate set of criteria points will be created and added to the total.

R. AWARD PROCESS
The County reserves the right to make an award without further discussion of any 
proposal submitted. Each proposal should be initially submitted on the most favorable 
terms the proposer can offer. The County reserves the right to negotiate and/or 
include a best and final offer stage to the process.

Notwithstanding, the county reserves the right to add terms and conditions, deemed 
to be in the best interest of the county, during final negotiations. Any such terms and 
conditions shall be within the scope of the RFQ and shall not affect the basis of 
proposal evaluations and will be incorporated in a purchase order.

The County reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to negotiate with the apparent 
best evaluated Proposer.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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IV. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

A. QUALIFICATIONS/INSPECTION
Proposals will only be considered from firms normally engaged in providing the types 
of commodities/services specified herein. The County reserves the right to inspect the 
Proposer’s facilities, equipment, personnel, and organization at any time, or take any 
other action necessary to determine Proposer’s ability to perform. The RFQ
Coordinator reserves the right to reject proposals where evidence or evaluation is 
determined to indicate inability to perform.

B. NON-WAIVER
The County’s failure to address errors or omissions in the proposals shall not 
constitute a waiver of any requirement of this RFQ by the County.

C. FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LAWS
The successful proposer must operate in conformity with all applicable, federal, state, 
and local laws, ordinances, orders, rules, and regulations pertaining to work. It is the 
responsibility of the awarded proposer to ensure that all permits and/or licensees 
required for operation are valid and current. Failure to comply with this provision may 
be cause to cancel any contract awarded, and award will be made to the next lowest, 
responsive, responsible proposer.

D. GOVERNING LAW
If an award is made, the contract will be made in the County of Yolo and shall be 
governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. Any 
action relating to the Contract shall be instituted and prosecuted in the courts of Yolo 
County, California.

E. NON-DISCRIMINATION
There shall be no discrimination as to race, sex, color, creed, age or national origin in 
the operations conducted under any resulting contract.

F. PUBLIC AGENCY
It is intended that other public agencies (i.e., city, special district, public authority, 
public agency and other political subdivisions of the State of California) shall have the 
option to participate in any agreement created as a result of this RFQ with the same 
terms and conditions specified, including pricing. The County shall incur no financial 
responsibility in connection with a purchase order from another public agency. The 
public agency shall accept sole responsibility for placing orders and making payment 
to the vendor.

G. ADDITIONAL PURCHASES
Following the award, the County may dispense with separate bidding for additional 
purchases of like item(s) from the successful Proposer within a twelve (12) month 
period from the initial purchase date provided that the Vendor agrees to provide the 
like item(s) at the same discounted price and under the same terms and conditions 
as the previous award.

EXHIBIT A
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H. EXTENSIONS
The County reserves the right to extend any contract past the end term date upon 
mutual agreement and under the same pricing, terms and conditions for continual 
service and supplies while a new contract is being solicited, evaluated and/or awarded 
for a period not to exceed six (6) months.

I. PRICE ESCALATION
All prices are firm for the initial three (3) year term of the contract. The Contractor 
may request to raise prices in accordance with the California Consumer Price (CPI-W, 
US City Average, All Items; NSA) Index for each of the one-year renewal 
periods/extensions. The increase in price shall remain firm for the entire renewal
term. The County reserves the right to accept or reject the request for a price increase 
within ten (10) business days of the written request.

J. INVOICES AND PAYMENT TERMS
Invoices are to be mailed to the County department(s) specified on the resulting 
purchase order, blanket purchase order or contract. All invoices must include the 
purchase order number, blanket purchase order number, or contract number, product 
description and reference to back ordered items. Failure to comply may result in 
delayed payments.

The County will make payment on a Net 30-day basis unless a cash discount of one-
half percent (1/2%) or greater, which amounts to $2.50 or more, is allowed for 
payment within not less than twenty (20) days. The payment term shall begin on the 
date the merchandise is inspected, delivered and accepted by the County, or on the 
date a correct invoice is received in the office specified in the order, whichever is 
later. Prompt payment discounts shall be considered earned if payment is postmarked 
or personally delivered within the prescribed term. The beginning date described 
above shall be considered day zero for the purposes of counting days in the prescribed 
term.

K. COMPLIANCE
Late, incomplete, incorrect deliveries or excessive backorders will be documented, 
and performance evaluated when considering contract continuation or extension. 
Inaccurate or erroneous billing will also be documented and monitored for the purpose 
of evaluating performance when considering continuation or extension of contract. 
Failure to meet quoted delivery timeframes, or inaccurate or erroneous invoices (as 
determined by the Purchasing Department) may be cause for the County to cancel 
the balance of the awarded purchase order and award will be made to the next lowest 
proposer. Failure to receive County concurrence for substitutions or alternates will be 
documented and considered when evaluating continuation or extension of contract.

L. DEFAULT
In case of default by the awarded proposer, the County may procure the goods or 
services from another source and may recover the loss occasioned thereby from any 
unpaid balance due the selected proposer, or by any other legal means available to 
the County. The County may also ban selected proposer up to two years from future 
solicitations for default.
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M. TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE
The County reserves the right, in its best interest as determined by the County, to 
cancel any contract by giving written notice to the Contractor thirty (30) days prior 
to the effective date of such cancellation.

N. CANCELLATION FOR UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS
The obligation of the County for payment to a Contractor is limited to the availability 
of funds appropriated in a current fiscal period, and continuation of the contract into 
a subsequent fiscal period is subject to appropriation of funds, unless otherwise 
authorized by law.

O. ASSIGNMENT/TRANSFER/SUBCONTRACTING
Awarded Contractor shall not assign, transfer, or subcontract any portion of the 
contract without the express written consent of the department. Any award issued 
pursuant to this RFQ, and the monies, which may become due hereunder, are not 
assignable without the prior written approval of the County.

P. F.O.B. POINT
All prices quoted shall be F.O.B destination, freight prepaid (proposer pays and bears 
freight charges, proposer owns goods in transit and files any claims), excluding sales 
tax. The County is exempt from Federal Excise and Transportation taxes.

Q. PROTESTS
The County encourages Suppliers to resolve issues regarding requirements or the 
procurement process through written correspondence and discussions. The County is 
committed to fostering relationships with its Suppliers to encourage an ongoing 
pursuit to fulfill requirements.

1) Protest Procedures:
All protests shall be typed under the protester’s letterhead and submitted in 
accordance with the provisions stated herein. Protests may be submitted by 
mail or by electronic mail. Protests submitted by facsimile will not be accepted.
All protests must be addressed and submitted to both the RFQ Coordinator of 
this solicitation and the Manager of Procurement. All protests shall include at a 
minimum the following information:

a. The name, address, and telephone number of the Protester;
b. The signature of the Protester or Protester’s representative;
c. The solicitation title and due date;
d. Name of County employee designated as the RFQ/IFB Coordinator;
e. Identification of the statute or procedure that is alleged to have been 

violated;
f. A detailed statement identifying the legal and/or factual grounds of the 

protest and all documentation supporting the vendor’s position;
g. The form of relief requested.
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The contact information for the Manager of Procurement is as follows:

Manager of Procurement
Yolo County Department of General Services
120 W Main St., Ste. G
Woodland, CA 95695

Protester’s failure to comply with these procedures shall constitute a waiver of 
any right to further the RFQ Protest and shall constitute a failure to exhaust 
administrative remedies.

The Manager of Procurement will review the materials in connection with the 
protest, assess the merits of the protest, and provide a written decision on the 
protest. The Manager of Procurement’s decision is final.

If it is determined the protest is frivolous, the party originating the protest may 
be determined to be irresponsible and may be ineligible for future contracts.

2) Protest of RFQ Specifications/Requirements/Terms & Conditions:
Companies who are concerned regarding irregularities or lack of clarity in 
specifications, requirements, terms and/or conditions of a solicitation should 
be brought to the attention of the County. Notice shall be provided prior to the
closing date and time of the designated “question and answer period” of the 
proposal noted above in the Section II. Schedule of Events Chart, item#3 
Deadline for Written Comments Posted on Beacon.

Notice must be clearly marked “Notice of Protest of
Specifications/Requirements/Terms & Conditions.” No requests for 
protests of solicitation specifications, requirements, terms and/or conditions
shall be considered after the deadline stated above.

Companies who fail to do so forfeit all rights to protest a solicitation or any 
subsequent award based on the specifications, requirements, terms or 
conditions of this solicitation. In the event of the protest for specifications, 
requirements, terms and/or conditions is denied and the protester wishes to 
continue in the solicitation process they must still submit a bid/proposal prior 
to the close of the solicitation.

3) Protest of Disqualification:
Initial evaluations will determine if proposals have met the minimal 
requirements as indicated in this RFQ. Notices will be sent to all companies who 
have been disqualified for not meeting the minimal requirements. Should a 
company disagree with the determination, notice of disagreement must be 
received within five (5) working days of date of notice identifying areas that 
are in question and how the company met the minimal requirements. Notice 
must be clearly marked “Notice of Disagreement.” Companies who fail to 
do so forfeit all rights in the protest process. It is at the county’s discretion at 
the department level to make final determinations for all disqualified protests.
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4) Protest of Award of Contract:
In protests related to the award of a contract, the protest must be received by 
e-mail or hard copy no later than 4:00 PM Pacific Time five (5) business days 
after the notice of the proposed contract. Notice must be clearly marked 
“Notice of Protest of Award of Contract.” A review may be granted if the 
protest is received within the specified time and the firm/person submitting the 
protest is a Bidder/Offeror.

Throughout the review process, the County has no obligation to delay or 
otherwise postpone an award of a contract based on a protest.

[REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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V. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF PROPOSAL

A. SUBMITTING PROPOSALS

The required method of submitting your proposal is electronically through Beacon. It 
is the sole responsibility of the proposer to ensure their proposal reaches Beacon 
before the closing date and time. If you have any questions regarding the submittal 
of this proposal, please contact Beacon at 1-888-402-2231 or 
suppliersupport@beaconbid.com for vendor support.

Late proposals shall not be accepted, nor shall additional time be granted to any 
potential Proposer.

B. REQUIRED PROPOSAL SUBMITTALS
The submittals requested shall be included with the proposal response. Failure to 
include required submittals may be cause for rejection of your proposal. The following 
are required for your proposal to be considered and must be labeled with the 
following:

IMPORTANT: Tailor your proposal response to the specific category of services you 
are applying for (i.e., CEQA Consulting or Land Use and Planning Consulting as 
described in the Scope of Work Section of this RFQ).  

If applying for both categories of services in one joint proposal, please clearly label 
and provide separate and distinct information for each category of services (for 
example: for references, complete an Exhibit D for each category – one for CEQA and 
one for Land Use and Planning).

1) Exhibit “A” - Proposal Transmittal Letter

a. The proposal transmittal letter shall be signed by an official authorized to 
solicit business and enter into contracts for the Proposer. The cover letter 
should include the name, address, email address, and phone number of the 
authorized business contact.

b. If the Proposer is submitting in conjunction with a subcontractor, information 
on the subcontractor shall also be included.

2) Exhibit “B” – Qualifications and Experience

In this section, the Proposer shall provide the following:
a. A description summarizing Proposer/s experience over the past five years in 

performing similar services to those requested in Section I.C. of this RFQ.
b. For commitments or projects referenced in the statement of experience and 

qualifications,  list the involvement of the Project Manager and other 
proposed key personnel, such as Contract Staff.

c. A statement demonstrating an understanding of the services desired by the 
County, and the general approach required for providing related services, 
including:
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i. For CEQA Services: preparation of Initial Studies, 
Negative/Mitigated Negative Declarations, and Environmental 
Impact Reports, including a description of all activities associated 
with the planning, coordination, and reporting during a CEQA
review process.

ii. For Land Use and Planning Services: a description of all activities 
associated with the planning, coordination, and reporting during 
a discretionary application review process. 

d. A statement identifying the personnel likely to be assigned to projects for 
Yolo County. Vendor shall identify key staff including Project Managers,
Contract Staff Planners, other Key Personnel and their qualifications, 
including resumes.

e. A statement identifying the firm’s ability to produce the required product in 
a timely fashion and the ability to present any necessary reports or studies 
to elected officials and/or the general public.

f. A brief description of the firm's experience and history in meeting tight 
project deadlines.

g. A brief description of the firm's ability to control project budgets.

3) Exhibit “C” – Responsibility/Demonstrated Competence
a. List instances within the past five (5) years, if any, where Consultant has 

defaulted on a contract. Provide an explanation of the reason for the default 
for each instance. 

b. List instances, if any, when your firm has been suspended or debarred by 
any government agency. Provide an explanation of the reason for the 
suspension or debarment for each instance.

c. List all claims made in the past five (5) years against your company 
concerning your company’s work on a project that have been filed in court 
or gone to arbitration.

d. Have you ever been terminated from any project due to a contract dispute 
or claim filed against your company? If yes, please explain.

e. Describe the process by which your firm resolves problems with clients.
f. Provide a statement of conflict you, your firm, and/or other key staff may 

have regarding these services. The statement should not only include actual 
conflicts, but also any working relationships that may be perceived by 
disinterested parties as a conflict. If no potential conflicts of interest are 
identified, so state in your proposal.

4) Exhibit “D” - References

a. Please complete Exhibit D (Previous Customer Reference Form).
b. Provide references from three (3) different municipal agencies, including 

rural and agriculturally dominant areas, served by the consultant during the 
past five (5) years, for projects similar in size and scope. Include the name, 
email address and telephone number for a contact person from each 
reference, and the date range for which the services were rendered for each
client contact. The County reserves the right to contact any references 
listed, if it is in the County’s best interest to do so. 

c. Preference will be given for references with California state or local 
government agencies.

d. References cannot be from any individuals on behalf of Yolo County itself.
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5) Exhibit “E” – Fee Proposal
Proposer shall provide a list of rates which shall be inclusive of all costs 
associated with work likely to be assigned the firm related to tasks stated in 
this RFQ, including but not limited to personnel, administrative overhead, 
printing costs, attendance at meetings, travel, etc.

6) Exhibit “F”- Other Factors
In order to properly assess vendor availability, each firm shall provide a list of 
current commitments for the relevant category of services you are applying for
(i.e., CEQA or Land Use and Planning), which are currently being handled by 
vendor’s firm, including how many of the commitments are the responsibility 
of the Project Manager named in the proposal.

7) Exhibit “G”- Evidence of Financial Stability 

a. Proposers must provide the following financial data demonstrating financial 
stability:

i. If the Proposer is an audited organization, please provide the last 
three (3) years of audited financial statements (in US dollars) for your 
organization and identify which entity audited the statements. If such 
information is not available in whole or in part, please explain why.

ii. All Proposers must provide sufficient information to enable the 
County to determine that the Proposer’s financial health and 
capability are sufficient to meet the anticipated contractual and usage 
requirements of any resulting agreement. The County is the sole 
judge for making a determination about Proposer’s financial stability 
and may request additional information, if it is in the best interest of 
the County to do so.

8) Exhibit “H” - Signature Page
a. Vendor shall complete and sign the County signature page form. 

9) Exhibit “I” - Non-Collusion Non-Conflict of Interest Statement 
a. Vendor shall complete and sign the County form.

10) Exhibit “J” - Exceptions to Agreement
a. Vendor shall include a statement that the appropriate personnel have 

reviewed the Sample Agreement in the submitted proposal. Vendor shall 
complete and sign the Certification of Exception to RFQ Documents form.

C.  REQUIRED PROPOSAL FORMAT

1. The Proposer(s) are required to prepare their written proposals in accordance 
with the instructions outlined below. Deviations from these instructions may be 
construed as non-responsive and may be cause for disqualification. Emphasis 
should be placed on accuracy, completeness, and clarity of content.

2. The format and content of the Proposal are as follows:
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a. If provided, use any forms included in the Exhibits as well as 
the requirements listed above. All other submitted pages are to be 
single-spaced typed pages with one-inch margins.

b. Identify the Exhibit Category of the proposal, Proposal number and 
Proposer name on every page submitted.

c. All pages must be numbered sequentially.

[END OF DOCUMENT: PLEASE SEE ALL RELATED ATTACHMENTS AND 
EXHIBITS AS NOTED IN THE TABLE OF CONTENTS.]
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8801 Folsom Blvd., Suite 173
Sacramento, CA 95826

(916) 235-9390
www.aspeneg.com

Agoura Hills   | San Francisco   |   Sacramento   |   Inland Empire   |   Palm Springs

EXHIBIT A: Transmittal Letter

Re: As Needed, Both On-Call California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services, and
Land Use and Planning Services Statement of Qualifications, Bid #: RFQ-2025-0002

Aspen is a two-time incumbent contractor for Yolo County, Department of Community Services, Planning
Division, On-Call Environmental Services contract (Agreement #21-150 & #5555-2017-2971-Aspen-
Contract). In addition, our subcontractor, Helix Environmental Planning (HELIX), is an incumbent 
contractor for the expiring Yolo County, Department of Community Services, Planning Division On-Call 
Land Use & Planning Services contract. 

including significant
experience in processing applications for, and preparing CEQA documents for, cannabis facilities in rural 
and agriculturally based counties.
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Why the Aspen Team?

Consultation on Development Projects. 
We are currently an incumbent contractor 

for the Yolo County, Department of Community Services, Planning Division, On-Call Environmental 
Services contract.

CEQA/NEPA Experience. 

Land Use/Planning Experience. 

Exceptional Value. 

Legally Defensible CEQA Analysis. 
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Cannabis Experience. 

Strong and Responsive Program Management. 

Battery Experts. THE

Yolo County Habitat Conservation Plan & Natural Community Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP) Qualified
Biologists. 

Public Involvement/Board Meetings. 

Other Permitting Experience. 
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Construction Monitoring and Compliance Experience. 
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EXHIBIT B: Qualifications and Experience

B.1. Aspen Team Experience

See commendation letter from Ms. Stephanie Cormier from Yolo County, 
Department of Community Services in Appendix 2 of this proposal.

Having a single contractor covering both parts (CEQA and Land Use/Planning) of the 
RFQ will add efficiency to the contract, making it easier for Yolo County to work with 

just one contractor instead of two. However, Aspen seeks to serve the County’s 
needs and is willing to be selected for just Part 1 or Part 2 of the RFQ services.
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Aspen Team Subcontractors

both

Table B.1-1. Information on Aspen and Subcontractor Firms

Company Project Role
Firm
Size

Years of 
Experience

Estep Environmental Consulting (EEC) [Wildlife/Permitting/HCP]. 

“Aspen Environmental Group’s team of 
consultants has proven to be responsive, 
efficient, and dependable, providing Yolo 
County with quality environmental docu-
mentation. Aspen displays a wide array 
of expertise, is easy to work with, and 
can be called upon in short notice. It is a 
pleasure to work with the Aspen Team 
and I would highly recommend Aspen 
Environmental Group as a full service 
environmental compliance consultant.”

Stephanie Cormier, Principal Planner
County of Yolo 

Department of Community Services 
Planning Division

November 27, 2019
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HELIX Environmental Planning (HELIX) [Land Use & Planning Support Lead/Cannabis Issues/Wildlife/ 
Archaeology/Aesthetics/Wildfire]. 

Marty Ecological Consulting, Inc. (MEC) [Wildlife/Aquatic Resources/Construction and Environmental 
Monitoring].

Ambystoma californiense

PAR Environmental Services, Inc. 

EXHIBIT B



Risk Science Associates (RSA) [Hazards/Hazardous Materials, Wildfire]. 

Description of Our General Environmental Planning and Permitting Experience

Part 1, CEQA Consulting Services and for Part 2, Land Use and Planning Support.
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PART 1, CEQA/NEPA Consulting Services

Third-Party CEQA Document Preparation

Aspen’s CEQA 
Document Experience
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Table B.1-2. Selected Aspen Team Third-Party CEQA Documents Prepared in the Last Five Years

Agency Document
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Agency Document

General CEQA Analysis and Document Preparation

Categorical Exemptions

“The Aspen Team…has been key in 
supporting SMUD’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship through 
the preparation of environmental 
documents, plans, and field support. 
Aspen has demonstrated experience 
and expert knowledge of CEQA and 
environmental permitting.”

Ammon Rice, Supervisor
Environmental Services 

SMUD
August 13, 2018
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Negative Declaration Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP)

Important Factors in Successful 
CEQA and NEPA Compliance

Determine

Develop

Formulate

Identify

Coordinate

Establish

Determine
Explain

Document
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Table B.1-3. Selected Team CEQA/NEPA and Permitting Experience within the Last Five Years, by 
Category

COMMUNICATION PROJECTS

LAND DEVELOPMENT

MINING
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PUBLIC FACILITIES

RECREATION/TRAILS

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Solar

Wind

Battery Storage

EXHIBIT B



TRANSMISSION

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

WATER SUPPLY / WATER CONVEYANCE

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT/HABITAT RESTORATION
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CEQA/NEPA and Planning Support for Policy Documents

Table B.1-4. Project Experience of CEQA/NEPA Analysis and Planning Reports Prepared in Support of 
Policy Documents in the Last Five Years

Client Project Name

NEPA Analysis and Document Preparation

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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Categorically Excluded (CE)

Environmental Assessment (EA)
Finding of No 

Significant Impact (FONSI)

Joint Documents

Legally Challenged Documents
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Not one such legal challenge has succeeded

The 
CEQA adequacy was upheld by the California State Supreme Court.

Table B.1-5. Documents that Have Been Challenged in the Past
Document and Client Summary of Complaint Findings
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Document and Client Summary of Complaint Findings

CEQA Environmental Permitting Services

“Because of their expertise, 
responsiveness, and efficiency, Aspen 
has become our “go to” team for 
conducting biological surveys and 
monitoring for numerous construction 
projects, vegetation management, and 
O&M activities. It is clear Aspen takes 
pride in their commitment and ability 
to provide high quality support on short 
notice. Aspen is consistent, 
dependable, eager to work, and their 
service has exceeded our expectations.”

Ammon Rice, Supervisor
Environmental Services 

SMUD
August 13, 2018
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Table B.1-6. Potential Permits/Approvals that Could Be Required for Projects in Yolo County
Agency Permit/Approval Required For
FEDERAL AGENCIES

STATE AGENCIES
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Agency Permit/Approval Required For

LOCAL AGENCIES

The Proposed Team’s Experience Obtaining Permits from Federal, State, and Local Agencies

“On behalf of Trinity Public Utilities District, I 
would like to thank you and your staff for the 
hard work in coordinating, developing, and 
satisfying all regulatory requirements for 
undergrounding of the powerline at Little 
Browns Creek. As you know, I began working 
with five different government agencies to 
resolve a storm damage issue at Little Browns
Creek in 2015… Upon contacting Aspen for 
assistance, your Team quickly strategized a 
plan and within six months, permits and 
permissions were obtained, and the Little 
Brown Creek Project was completed. Aspen 
has the knowledge, experience and talented 
staff to navigate complicated environmental 
regulatory issues encountered by small 
utilities like TPUD.”

Andy Lethbridge, 
Electric Superintendent, TPUD

November 12, 2019
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Examples of Aspen Permitting Experience

Battery Storage Experience
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Cannabis Experience
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PART  2: Land Use and Planning Support Services

Public Involvement
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Municipal Agencies Worked for in the Past Five Years

Table B.1-7. Projects for Municipal Agencies Within the Last Five Years
Client Relevant Projects

Effective stakeholder outreach and 
public participation can provide 

substantial benefits to Yolo County:
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Client Relevant Projects
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Client Relevant Projects
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Client Relevant Projects

B.2. Understanding Desired Services and General Approach
PART 1, CEQA Permitting

Part 2, Land Use and Planning Support
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PART 2, Land Use and Planning
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Experience Summary

Table B.2-1. Selected CEQA and Planning Projects within the Last Five Years

Client Brief Project Description
Yolo County
Department of 
Community Services

Harlan Ranch Cell Tower IS/MND.

Ashley Avenue Cell Tower IS/MND. 

Gibson Solar Farm IS/MND and IS/EIR.

Bayer Woodland Solar Farm IS/MND.

Wilbur-Ellis Consolidation Facility IS/MND.

Taber Ranch Cell Tower IS.
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Client Brief Project Description
Putah Creek Energy Farm IS/MND.

California Energy 
Commission Energy 
Research and 
Development Division

Form Energy East Road Storage Project IS/MND. 

Hoopa Valley Tribe Microgrid and NLLDES Project.

City of Lancaster Parkway Village Specific Plan EIR. 

Trinity Public Utilities 
District

Wildfire Risk Reduction, Reliability, and Asset Protection (WRAP) Project. 

Sacramento Municipal 
Utilities District

Rancho Seco Solar II Switchyard Project. 

City of Arvin City of Arvin Wastewater Treatment Facility Land Application Areas CEQA Cate-
gorical Exemption, Kern County. 
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Client Brief Project Description
El Dorado County El Dorado County On-Call Commercial Cannabis Development Permitting Services.

City of Bishop City of Bishop Downtown Specific Plan and Mixed-Use Overlay EIR. 

City of Vacaville Centennial Park Master Plan IS/MND, City of Vacaville, Solano County.

Trinity County Trinity County Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses. 

Tuolumne County Tuolumne County On-Call LAFCO Services

Nevada County As-Needed Professional Planning Project Processing and Review Services. 
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Client Brief Project Description

Yuba City Yuba City Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well System IS/MND. 

City of Citrus Heights 7820 and 7828 Old Auburn Road Project IS/MND. 
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Figure B.2-1. Staff Who Worked on Selected CEQA and Cannabis Projects
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B.3. Aspen Team Key Personnel
Project Organization

Proposed Principal-in-Charge

Proposed Program Manager

“Amanda Wild….Under your manage-
ment, the Aspen team has consistently 
responded in a timely manner producing 
high quality technical reports for these 
two important programs…Since the start 
of these two agreements, Aspen has 
helped to finalize and publish more than 
250 technical reports and a total of 5 
annual reports for ERDD.”

Doris Yamamoto, Operations
California Energy Commission Energy 
Research and Development Division

February 14, 2025
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Exhibit B.3-1. Aspen Team Project Organization

EXHIBIT B



Key Team Members

Table B.3-1. Key Team Member Role, Education, Years of Experience, Licenses, and Awards

Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Aspen Environmental Group

Estep Environmental 
Consulting

HELIX

HELIX
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

HELIX

HELIX

HELIX

HELIX

HELIX

HELIX

HELIX

Marty Ecological Consulting
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Name, Firm, Role
Education and 

Years of Experience Licenses, Accomplishments and Awards

PAR Environmental

PAR Environmental

PAR Environmental

PAR Environmental

Risk Science Associates

B.4. Experience in Producing Timely Products and Presenting Results to 
Elected Officials and the Public

Project Management Tools

tight management of contracts
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Schedule Management

We encourage SOQ reviewers to contact Stephanie Cormier of the Yolo County Department of Commu-
nity Services to discuss our schedule management performance on the existing Yolo County contract.

Meeting Presentations

B.5. Experience and History Meeting Tight Project Deadlines

“The Aspen team has always 
responded in a timely manner with 
high quality responses for the work 
authorizations we have initiated under 
this agreement. They have a well-
qualified list of experts on their team, 
and we can call on them when needed 
to respond to the Division’s needs.”

Laurie ten Hope
Deputy Director

California Energy Commission
April 18, 2019
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B.6. Control of Project Budgets

Deputy Program Manager for our existing contract with 
Yolo County (Contract #21-150)

EXHIBIT B



We encourage 
SOQ reviewers to contact Stephanie Cormier to discuss our budget management performance on the 
existing Yolo County contract.
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Exhibit B
APPENDIX 1

Part 2: Land Use & Planning Resumes 
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Negar Vahidi
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
PLANNING & PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR

PROFILE: 

EDUCATION: 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

RENEWABLE ENERGY PLANNING PROJECTS

LOS ANGELES COUNTY RENEWABLE ENERY ORDINANCE UPDATE TECHNICAL STUDY AND PROGRAM EIR
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning, December 2024-present 

STEP PLANNING SUPPORT CONTRACT 
California Energy Commission, Contract no. 700-22-004; 10/03/2022 through 04/30/2026

AB 525: Offshore Wind Planning & Assessments.

2025 SB 100 Joint Agency Report. 
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Negar Vahidi, page 2

AB 525 STRATEGIC PLAN: PHASE 1 AND 2 ALTERNATIVE PORT ASSESSMENT REPORTS TO SUPPORT OFFSHORE 
WIND PROJECT
California State Lands Commission, July 2022-present

DESERT RENEWABLE ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN (DRECP) IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, California Desert District, 2015-present

DESERT RENEWABLE ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN AND EIS/EIR
California Energy Commission and Bureau of Land Management, 2009-2016

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY RENEWABLE ENERGY STREAMLINING PROGRAM AND EIR
San Luis Obispo County, 2013-2015
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Negar Vahidi, page 3

INYO COUNTY RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND PROGRAM EIR
Inyo County, 2013-2015

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY GENERAL PLAN RENEWABLE ENERGY ELEMENT AND COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS 
(SPARC PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2)
San Bernardino County, 2013-2016
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Negar Vahidi, page 4

IMPERIAL COUNTY GENERAL PLAN OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT
Imperial County, 2014-2016

SENATE BILL 350 – DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY IMPACT STUDY
California ISO, 2015-2016

EIR FOR SOUTH SAN JOAQUIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT’S PLAN TO PROVIDE RETAIL ELECTRIC SERVICE, SPHERE 
PLAN, MSR, AND ANNEXATION
San Joaquin Irrigation District, 2010-2015

RINDGE DAM REMOVAL PATHWAY RISK-BENEFIT ASSESSMENT
CalTrout and California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2019-2020

HONORS AND AWARDS
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Negar Vahidi, page 5

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
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Eileen Allen 
LAND USE AND AGRICULTURE EXPERT 

PROFILE: 

EDUCATION: 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

California Energy Commission (1987-2018)

Envirosphere Company (1985-1987)

California Department of Conservation (1981-1985)
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Collin Crawford-Martin
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST

PROFILE:  

EDUCATION: 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

ON-CALL LAND USE AND PLANNING CONSULTING SERVICES CONTRACT – ASSISTANT CITY PLANNER
City of Orland, 2022-2024

WHITE WOLF FARMS CANNABIS PROJECT USE PERMIT
Yolo County – White Wolf Farms, LLC, 2023-2024
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Collin Crawford-Martin, page 2 

PARKWAY VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN EIR
City of Lancaster, 2024-present

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS ANNEXATION
City of Orland, 2023

CITY OF ORLAND MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT
City of Orland, 2023

BUTTE COLLEGE GLENN CAMPUS LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT
City of Orland, 2023

QUIET CREEK TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP (TSM) 
City of Orland, 2023

PENBROOK TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP AND ZONING CODE AMENDMENT
City of Orland, 2023 
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Collin Crawford-Martin, page 3 

E STREET MX PARK PROJECT PERMITTING
County of Yuba, 2022-2024

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE

CERTIFICATIONS
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EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science, 
Environmental 
Economics & Policy; 
Minor-City and Regional 
Planning, University of 
California, Berkeley,
2013

Geographic Information 
System Certified, San 
Francisco State 
University, 2015

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals

LESLEY OWNING
Principal Planner

As-Needed Professional Planning Project Processing and Review Services 

Humboldt County As-Needed Environmental Compliance for Cannabis Operations 
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Trinity County, Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses

El Dorado County On-Call Commercial Cannabis Development Permitting Services 

Mendocino County Cannabis Cultivation Permits CEQA 

Cybele Holdings Cannabis IS/MND 

Green Valley Farms Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Facility IS/MND 

Fuego Farms Cannabis Cultivation Operation CEQA 
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EDUCATION
Bachelor of Arts, Urban 
Studies and Planning, 
Minors: Economics and 
Environmental Studies, 
University of California, 
San Diego, 2013

CERTIFICATIONS
American Institute of 
Certified Planners, 
Certification No. 31817

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals

American Planning 
Association

ERIN GUSTAFSON, AICP
Environmental Project Manager III

As-Needed Professional Planning Project Processing and Review Services 

El Dorado County On-Call Commercial Cannabis Development Permitting Services 

Trinity County, Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses
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Mendocino County Cannabis Appendix G Checklist Preparation and Processing 

Black Bart Trail Cannabis Cultivation CEQA Checklist

7090 Black Bart Trail CDFW Cannabis Self-Certification Biological Services 

O’Bergin Cannabis Cultivation CEQA Checklist 

Fuego Farms Cannabis Cultivation Operation CEQA

Eagleheart Ranch Cannabis Cultivation CEQA Checklist

McNab Ranch Farms Cannabis Cultivation CEQA Checklist
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EDUCATION
Master of Science, 
Environmental Sciences, 
Colorado State 
University, 1999

Bachelor of Science, 
Natural Resource 
Management, San 
Diego State University, 
1990

CERTIFICATIONS
American Institute of 
Certified Planners, 
Certified Planner
No. 159640

Tuolumne County 
Approved Consultant

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals

American Planning 
Association

ROBERT EDGERTON, AICP CEP
Principal Planner

City of Bishop Downtown Specific Plan & Mixed-Use Overlay Program EIR 

Tuolumne County On-Call LAFCO Services

Groveland Community Services District Municipal Services Review and Sphere of 
Influence Update 
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Inyo County Vacant Lands Inventory EIR

City of Folsom On-Call Environmental Consulting Services 

Inyo County Renewable Energy General Plan Amendment and PEIR 

Inyo County Owens Valley Solar Energy Study Grant Phase 2B 
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EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science, 
Environmental Science 
and Management, 
University of California, 
Davis, 2021

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals

JULIA PANO
Environmental Project Manager I

As-Needed Professional Planning Project Processing and Review Services

Trinity County, Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses

El Dorado County On-Call Commercial Cannabis Development Permitting Services 
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Hawkeye Outdoor Cannabis Cultivation Pro 

Outcrop Cannabis CEQA Checklist 

Zentner Cannabis CEQA Checklist 

Foster Creek Road Cannabis CEQA Checklist 

13240 Poonkinney Road, Don Campbell, CEQA Cannabis Checklist 

6105 McKeon Ponderosa Way 

Centennial Park Master Plan IS/MND
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EDUCATION
Bachelor of Arts, 
Environmental Studies, 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara, 2021

ANVITI SINGH
Environmental Planner II

Trinity County, Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses 

Somerset Ridge Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Facility IS/MND and Peer Review 

Harde Cannabis Cultivation CEQA IS/MND 

Single Source Solutions Cannabis CEQA Checklist 

Rosewood Lane Cannabis CEQA Checklist
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Archon Cannabis CEQA Checklist

Garcia Grow Cannabis Facility IS/MND 

Centennial Park Master Plan IS/MND 

City of Bishop Downtown Specific Plan & Mixed-Use Overlay Program EIR

Yuba City Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well System 

Luminia Kenwood Solar and BESS Consulting and Regulatory Support 

Chevron Fuel Station and Power Market Convenience Store IS/MND 
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EDUCATION
Bachelor of Arts, 
Environmental Studies, 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara, 2023

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals

EMMA DEBECKER
Environmental Planner

County of El Dorado Broadband Infrastructure Program EIR 

Walker Park Phase IIA 

Yuba County Broadband EIR 
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Nevada County OES Roadside Vegetation Management Program, Phase 1 Environmental Compliance

South Kern and Old River Municipal Water Companies Consolidation IS/MND 

City of Arvin Wastewater Treatment Facility Land Application Areas CEQA Categorical Exemption 

Thornton Affordable Housing CEQA Categorical Exemption 

South Bay Connect EIR Peer Review

John T. Klaus Park 

Delta Water Treatment Plant Groundwater Recharge Basin
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EXHIBIT C: Evidence of Financial Stability

C.1. List instances within the past five (5) years, if any, where Consultant has 
defaulted on a contract. Provide an explanation of the reason for the 
default for each instance.

C.2. List instances, if any, when your firm has been suspended or debarred by 
any government agency. Provide an explanation of the reason for the 
suspension or debarment for each instance.

C.3. List all claims made in the past five (5) years against your company 
concerning your company’s work on a project that have been filed in 
court or gone to arbitration.

C.4. Have you ever been terminated from any project due to a contract 
dispute or claim filed against your company? 

C.5. Describe the process by which your firm resolves problems with clients.

Team emphasis. 
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Upfront training. 

Regular communication. 

Deal with conflicts as soon as possible. 

Resolve issues at the lowest level possible. 

C.6. Statement of Conflict
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Contractor Name:  HELIX Environmental Planning, Part 2 Land Use and Planning Consulting Services

Please provide at least three (3) customer references for whom you have performed a job similar in size 
and scope, preferably other California state or local government entities.

1. Company Name: County of Trinity
Address: 560 Main Street

Weaverville, CA 96093
Contact Person: Drew Plebani, Cannabis Division Director
Telephone: 530.623.1351
E-Mail: dplebani@trinitycounty.org
Services Provided: On-Call Review and Approval of Commercial Cannabis Licenses
Service Dates: From: 7/2021 To: ongoing Contract Value: $476,610

2. Company Name: County of Nevada
Address: 950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959
Contact Person: Brian Foss, Planning Director
Telephone: 530.265.1256
E-Mail: brian.foss@co.nevada.ca.us
Services Provided: On-Call Professional Planning Project Processing and Review Services
Service Dates: From: 3/2019 To: 5/2022 Contract Value: $48,355

3. Company Name: El Dorado County
Address: 2850 Fairlane Court, Building C

Placerville, CA 95667
Contact Person: Aaron Mount, Planning Manager
Telephone: 530.621.5345
E-Mail: aaron.mount@edcgov.us
Services Provided: El Dorado County On-Call Commercial Cannabis Development 

Permitting Services
Service Dates: From: 4/2020 To: ongoing Contract Value: $221,560

Form Completed By: Lesley Owning 916.435.1205 2/11/2025

Name Phone Date
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EXHIBIT E: Fee Proposal

If this Bid Schedule does not meet Yolo County’s expecta-
tions, we would appreciate the opportunity to discuss potential revisions.

Table E-1. Bid Schedule

ASPEN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP

ESTEP ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING

HELIX ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
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HELIX ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING  (continued)

MARTY ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING, INC.

PAR ENVIRONMENTAL

RISK SCIENCE ASSOCIATES
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EXHIBIT F: Other Factors 

Table F-1. CEQA-related Services Currently Being Managed

Name, Firm, Role, Degree CEQA Projects Actively Being Managed
Percent Time 
Available (%)

Aspen 

Aspen 

Aspen 

Aspen 
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Name, Firm, Role, Degree CEQA Projects Actively Being Managed
Percent Time 
Available (%)

Aspen 

HELIX 

HELIX 
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COUNTY OF YOLO
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or
Land Use and Planning Consulting Services

SIGNATURE PAGE
EXHIBIT “ ”

Signature by the Bidder attests that the Bidder has read, understands, and agrees to all instructions, 
terms, conditions, specifications, and addenda set forth in this request. Signature furthermore signifies 
that all prices and terms submitted for the said product(s) and/or services are accurate and shall be 
honored for the length of time indicated in the request.   

All paper bids must be manually signed in ink in the appropriate space below.  If submitting 
electronically, print name of “Authorized Person” in the space provided for signature.  

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I have the legal authorization to bind the firm hereunder:

For clarification of this offer, contact:

Name:   
Company Name

Title:
Address

Phone: 
City State Zip

Fax:
Signature of Person Authorized to Sign 

Email:
Printed Name

Title

Date

Neda R. Delmont

COO

2/6/2025

City
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I,_____Neda R. Delmont_________, am the
(name)

_______COO_____________________of ______Aspen Environmental Group___,
(Position Title)     (Company)

The term as used herein, includes the individual or business entity submitting the Offer and for
the purpose of this Affidavit includes the directors, officers, partners, managers, members, principals,
owners, agents, representatives, employees, other parties in interest of the Offeror, and anyone or any
entity acting for or on behalf of the Offeror, including a subcontractor in connection with this Offer.

1. The Offeror has not in any way directly or indirectly:
a. Colluded, conspired, or agreed with any other person, firm, corporation, offeror or potential offeror

to the amount of this Offer or the terms or conditions of this Offer.
b. Paid or agreed to pay any other person, firm, corporation, offeror or potential offeror any money or

anything of value in return for assistance in procuring or attempting to procure a contract or in return
for establishing the prices in the attached Offer or the offer of any other offeror.

2. . The Offeror has not received any compensation
or a promise of compensation for participating in the preparation or development of the underlying
Solicitation or Contract documents. In addition, the Offeror has not otherwise participated in the preparation
or development of the underlying Solicitation or Contract documents, except to the extent of any comments
or questions and responses in the solicitation process, which are available to all offerors, so as to have an
unfair advantage over other offerors, provided that the Offeror may have provided relevant product or
process information to a consultant in the normal course of its business.

The Offeror has not participated in the evaluation of offers
or other decision making process for this Solicitation, and, if Offeror is awarded a contract hereunder, no
individual, agent, representative, consultant, subcontractor, or subconsultant associated with Offeror, who
may have been involved in the evaluation or other decision making process for this Solicitation, will have
any direct or indirect financial interest in the contract, provided that the Offeror may have provided relevant
product or process information to a consultant in the normal course of its
business.

Offeror is not presently aware of any potential or actual conflicts of interest
regarding this Solicitation, which either enabled Offeror to obtain an advantage over other offerors or would 
prevent Offeror from advancing the best interests of the County in the course of the performance of the 
Contract.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and 
correct:

2/6/2025
_____________________________ ______________________________

(Date) (Signature)
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Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Consulting Services and/or

Land Use and Planning Consulting Services 
All County Contract requirements by section, subsection or numbered item for which Vendor has stated 
“Read and do not comply” are considered exceptions and must be documented in this form. Vendor may 
add additional rows to the table as necessary to include all exceptions taken. If no exceptions were taken, 
Vendor should write “No Exceptions” under the “Requirement(s) Section Number and Text” for Exception 
in row number 1.

1 No Exceptions

2 

3

4 

5

Signature of Person Authorized to SignSi t f P AAAAAAAAAA th i d t Siiii
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