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(/Home)
Our Permit Center hours have changed to the following:
* Walk-in Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, 7:30 AM - 11:45 AM.

« Appointments: Monday and Wednesday afternoons, Tuesday and Thursday all day. (Click
the appointment link below for available times)
* Friday: Closed at 12:00 PM.
*CLOSED FROM 12 PM TO 1:30 PM MONDAY-THURSDAY FOR LUNCH

PRGWB Agriculture Off-Set

Walk-in appointments will be limited to 30 minutes to accommodate our customers. If you
have questions about as-built permits, code enforcement projects, or want to submit new
structure and/or grading permit submittals, we encourage scheduling appointments

through our website or via No Wait Inside
(https://login.nowaitinside.com/bookingServiceType/3xBEXY7JHINhdGr5Pw7C4m6R4ZiIAckw

2) to allow for additional time.
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Recent policy updates

On April 6, 2021, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to develop a new planting
ordinance for the Paso Basin Land Use Management Area. Visit the project site
(/Departments/Planning-Building/Grid-Items/Community-Engagement/Active-Planning-
Projects/Paso-Basin-Land-Use-Planting-Ordinance.aspx) for more information.

On August 24, 2021, the Board of Supervisors extended the termination date for the
Agricultural Offset Requirements from January 1, 2022 to August 31, 2022.

New or expanded irrigated crop production - Agricultural Offset Requirements

On October 27, 2015, the Board adopted Resolution 2015-288 that amended County Code
(Title 22) to require new and/or expanded irrigated crop production to obtain an
Agricultural Offset Clearance from the Department of Planning and Building to minimize
further depletion of groundwater levels.

Click here (https://library.municode.com/ca/san_luis_obispo_county/codes/county_code?
nodeld=TIT22LAUSOR_ART4STSPLAUS_CH22.30STSPLAUS 22.30.204NEEXIRCRPRUSWAPA
ROGRBAEXATSSI) to see the current agricultural offset requirements in the County Land /\.
Use Ordinance (Section 22.30.204).
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Within the Paso Basin, there is a subarea called the "area of severe decline"
(/Departments/Planning-Building/Department-Divisions/Agriculture,-Water,-and-
Energy/Water-Programs/Programs-and-Services/PRGWB-Area-of-Severe-Decline.aspx) that
has more stringent restrictions. Click here for a map.
(https://gis.slocounty.ca.gov/Html5Viewer/Index.html?
configBase=http://gisdev.slocounty.ca.gov/Geocortex/Essentials/REST/sites/PL_LandUseVi
ew/viewers/PL_LandUseView/virtualdirectory/Resources/Config/Default&layertheme=6) If
your property is in the Area of Severe Decline per the Land Use Ordinance, then your
property is not eligible for the 5 AFY exemption for new irrigated crop production.

There are three main scenarios for how this ordinance may affect a property:

1. If there is existing irrigated crop production on site within the 5 years preceding the
application date, the property can be replanted in the same crop type and acreage with
an Ag Offset Exemption (/Departments/Planning-Building/Forms-Documents/Water-
Conservation-Forms-and-Documents/Paso-Robles-Groundwater-Basin/PRGWB-Ag-Offset-
Clearance-Exemption-Application-(L.pdf). Planting new or expanded crops would require
an On-Site Offset Clearance (https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Planning-
Building/Department-Divisions/Agriculture,-Water,-and-Energy/Water-
Programs/Programs-and-Services/PRGWB-On-Site-Agriculture-Off-Set.aspx) showing the
new crop would use the same amount of water as the existing crop, or less.

2. If there is not existing irrigated crop production on site within the 5 years preceding the
application date and if the site is not within the "area of severe decline", new irrigated
crop production may be allowed with a one-time Ag Offset Exemption
(/Departments/Planning-Building/Forms-Documents/Water-Conservation-Forms-and-
Documents/Paso-Robles-Groundwater-Basin/PRGWB-Ag-Offset-Clearance-Exemption-

of vineyard).

3. If there is not existing irrigated crop production on site within the 5 years preceding the
application date and if the site is within the "area of severe decline", then there are
no options for new or expanded irrigated crop production under the current ordinance.

Related Services:

e On-Site Agriculture Off-Set (/Departments/Planning-Building/Agriculture,-Water,-and
Energy/Countywide-Water-Conservation-Program/PRGWB-On-Site-Agriculture-Off-
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o Ag Offset Exemption (/Departments/Planning-Building/Forms-Documents/Water-
Conservation-Forms-and-Documents/Paso-Robles-Groundwater-Basin/PRGWB-Ag-
Offset-Clearance-Exemption-Application-(L.pdf)

e Wells (/Departments/Planning-Building/Agriculture,-Water,-and-Energy/Countywide-
Water-Conservation-Program/PRGWB-Wells-Agriculture.aspx)

o Off-Site Agriculture Off-Set: As of December 5, 2019 Off-Site Off-Sets are no longer
allowed
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